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tlemen here comprehend. I think I shall be borne | 


out in that statement by my colleague when he 
presents his individual views. Letusalone. ‘The 
laws of political economy, of inevitable destiny, 
are working out a remedy for slavery there. Do 
not tramme! us with questions that may precipi- 
tate issues that we cannot control, and which 
may involve our beloved State in the most horrid 
scenes of fratricidal war. 


Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, Iam an ardent 


friend of the measure proposed by this bill. I 
regard it as the most important measure that has 
been presented to the consideration of the Senate 
during its present session. Forty years ago, sir, 
the first great conflict between slavery and free- 
dom took place in reference to the admission of 
the State of Missouri. In that conflict slavery 
was successful; it secured a predominance of po- 
litical power which was never effectually checked 
until the election of 1860. I desire exceedingly 
that in reference to this very State we should be- 
gin to roll back the tide of slavery. There is 
peculiar fitness in it. But, sir, I see from the dis- 
cussions here to-day that there is danger that this 
greatand important measure may fail on account 
of some division of its friends in reference to the 
details. 
avoid it, | propose to make one further effort to 
prepare a bill which shall harmonize the friends 
of the measure of emancipation in Missouri; and 
with a view to that, I move that the bill itself, 
with the proposition of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, be recommitted to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before that motion is put, 
I desire to offer as a substitute for the second sec- 
tion the proposition | hold in my hand, so thatit 
may be printed and go to the committee with the 
bill. 


Apprehending that, and desiring to | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Howe.) 


The Chair is of opinion that the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Illinois is not now in 
order. 

Mr. CLARK. It can be received by unan- 
imous consent, and printed. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think itis in order. The 
amendment of the Senator from Massachusetts is 
to strike out the whole bill and insert a substitute. 


We can amend the original bill before it is stricken | 


out. It makes no difference, however, whether 
my amendment is now in order or not, as I only 
desire to have it printed. 

Mr. KING. It can be received by common 
consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
objection, the amendment of the Senator from II- 
linois will be received and ordered to be printed. 
The Chair hears no objection. That order is 
made. It is now moved that the bill, with the 
proposed amendments, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. WILLEY. It is known to the Senate that | 


the honorable Senator from Illinois, the head of | 


the Committee on Enrolled Bills, (Mr. Brown- 
ing,) retired from his seat to-day. It is necessary 
that some Senator should be appointed in his place. 


1 wish to state in this connection, being second | 


on that committee, that it is pretty certain that I 


shall have to ask leave of absence in a few days | 


to be away for some time from my seat in the 
Senate. I, therefore, now ask to be relieved en- 


from Illinois, as chairman of the committee, shall 
be appointed, a member may also be appointed 
in my place on the committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Virginia moves that he be excused from 


hg service on the Committee on Enrolled 
ills. 


The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, the Senate proceeded 
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If there be no | 
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| the act of July 
ment of volunteers to aid in the enforcement of 


. : : \| the laws and protecting the public property, and 
rely from further service on that committee, so || ‘ PrRreny 


that when the successor of the honorable Senator || 


| to the consideration of executive business; and 


after some time engaged therein the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 30, 1863. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


|, by Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


CHARGES AGAINST COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 
Mr. SHEFFIELD, by unanimous 


introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That a special committee of five members of 
the House be appointed to inquire into the truth of the 
charges contained in the accompanying pamphiet, purport 
ing to be signed by R. Botts, with power to send for pei 
sons and papers and to examine Witnesses under oath, to 
employ a clerk at the usual compensation, and with liberty 


consent, 


to report at any time What action it may be proper to take | 


in the premises. 
COLLISIONS ON WATER. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill fixing certain rules and regula- 
tions for preventing collisions on water; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. F. A. CONKLING, the bill 

was ordered to be printed. 
PAY, ETC., OF OFFICERS OF THE ARMY. 

Mr. WASHBURNE also, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a joint resolution giving a con- 
struction to the act of Congress approved July 
17, 1862, entitled ‘* An act to define the pay 
emoluments of certain officers of the Army, and 
for other purposes,’? which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


and 


CAPTURED OFFICERS. 

Mr. COLFAX, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Géneral-in-Chief of the Army be di 
rected to inform the House of Representatives whether any 
rebel officers, captured by the Army of the United States, 
have been granted parole since the proclamation of Jeffer 
son Davis refusing to parole or exchange captured oflicers 
of Union regiments. 

CODIFICATION OF GENERAL STATUTES. 

Mr. HICKMAN, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on the Judiciary 
House bill No. 112, to provide a board of com- 
missioners to revise and codify the general statute 
law of the United States; which was postponed 
until Wednesday, and made a special order. 


SOSCOL RANCHE, 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back the bill of the House No. 


623, granting the right of preémption te certain || 


| 


The SPEAKER. If any such response has 
been received, it has been referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

DIRECT TAXES. 


Cn motion of Mr. HOOPER, the bill of the Sen- 
ate (No. 458) to amend an act entitled ** An act 
for the collection of direct taxes in insurrection- 
ary districts in the United States, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved June 7, 1862, was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, 

AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 

Mr. WORCESTER, by unanimous consent, 
submitted the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Agriculture be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of amending the act ew 
tablishing the Department of Agriculture in such manner 
as to limit the number, prescribe the duties, and fix and 
provide tor the compensation of the clerks and other em- 
ployés of the Department; and that in pursuing said in- 
quiry, they be instructed to ascertain the number of clerks 
and other employés now in said Department, by whom 
ind when appointed, their duties and salaries, and by what 
law and out of what appropriation the salaries of such 
clerks and other employés are paid, and that said com- 
mittee report by bill or otherwise. 

MIAMI INDIANS. 


On motion of Mr. SHANKS, by unanimous 
consent, the report of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, made on the 20th instant, upon the sub- 
ject of the Miami Indians, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, and with the accompanying 
papers referred to the Committee of Ways and 


Me aus, 


purchasers of the Soscol ranche in the State of | 


California, and submitted a report recommending 
that the House recede from its disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate; which was recomitted 
and ordered to be printed. 
BOUNTY TO WIDOWS. 

Mr. McPHERSON asked the consent of the 
House to report frem the Committee on Military 
Affairs House bill No. 657, supplementary to 


22, 1861, to authorize the employ- 


wey 


put the bill on its passage. 
The bill was read at length. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts, and others, 
objected. 
ELECTIONS IN SECEDED STATES. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mitte@ of Elections to make inguir 
response-has been made to the feaclution adopted 
by the House two weeks ago last Monday, calling 


whether any | 


upon the President for such instructions as he | 


may have given certain military officers touching 
elections to this House. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the construction, preservation, and repairs of 
certain fortifications and other werks of defense 
for the year ending June 30, 1864; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, or- 
dered to be printed, and made the special order 
for Tuesday next. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means a bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1864; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, ordered to be printed, and made a 
special order for Thursday next. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. STEVENS, by unanimous 
consent, the bill of the Hlouse (No. 610) making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 30, 1864, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, and with the amendments of the 
Senate thereto referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

On motion of Mr. STEVENS, House bill No. 
166, making appropriations for the payment of in- 
valid and other pensions of the United States for 
the year ending June 30, 1864, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, and with the amendments of the 


| Senate thereto referred to the Committee of Ways 


and Means. 

Mr. ARNOLD. 
business. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I hope that my 
colleague will withdraw his demand forthe regular 
order of business in order that a bill may be re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary with 
certain Senate amendments. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I withdraw it for that pur- 
08e. 

Mr. PORTER. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back from the Committee 
on the Judiciary the amendments of the Senate to 
House bill No. 216, to amend an act entitled ** An 
act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States,’’ approved Feb- 
ruary 24, 1855, with a recommendation that the 
amendments be non-concurred in. 


I call for the regular order of 
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Mr. McPHERSON. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will make a state- 
mentin order to prevent confusion. Whena prop- 
osition has been read by the Clerk and the Chair 
has stale d thie 


an objec tion. 


question it will be the time to make 


SIMON AND EMANUEL BAMBERGER. 
Mr. MALLORY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the benefit of Simon and Emanuel 


Bamberger; which was read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 


clary. 
EXPLORATIONS IN DAKOTA. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and, under the rules, referred to 
the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency ot printing two thousand 
copies of Lieutenant Warren’s report of the explorations of 
Dakota; also, five thousand copies of the report of Captain 
Reynolds’s explorations on the Yellow Stone river in ihe 
year 1860, for the use of the House; and to report by bill or 
oiherwise. 


TRACK OF PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to establish a uniform width of track 
for the Pacific railroad and its several branches; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the select committee on the Pacific rail- 
road. 

PRIZE CASES IN NEW YORK, ETC. 


Mr. COX. Lask the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce the following resolution +o 
follow up the resolution passed yt sterday: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be, and 
hereby is, requested to institute proceedings at the proper 
Departments in Washington, and of the proper officers of 
the United States in the city of New York, and inform this 
House, if not incompatible with the public interests, in re 
lation to the following matters: J. The number of suits in 
prize which have been commenced in the district court of 
the United States for the southern district of New York 
since the date of the proclamation of the President of the 
United States of April 19,1861, and the tides of said suits so 
commenced. 2. The numberand titles of said suits ao com 
meneed which have been tried or disposed of by final decres 
of condemnation or of acquittal in said district court, and 
an accurate statement of the disposition made of such suits. 
3. The number and titles ofall suits so commenced in which 
appeals from final decrees of said district court have been 
taken to the circuit court of the United States for the south 
ern district of New York. 4. The number and titles of all 
suits so commenced disposed of in said district court and 

ppealed therefrom to the said circuit court which have 
been disposed of in said cireuit court. and how disposed 
of, together with the number and titles of all such suits so 
disposed of in said circuit court in which appeals have 
been taken or prosecuted to the Supreme Courtof the Uni 
ted States. 5. The number of suits so commenced and 
appealed, if any, Which have been finally disposed of in 
said Supreme Court, and a statement of the result of such 
disposition. 6. ‘The number and titles of all suits so com 
meneed in which the vessels or property proceeded against 
have been sold by the marshal of the southern district of 
New York, giving (lst) the appraised value of such prop- 
erty so sold tin such suit; (2d) the name of the auctioneer; 
(Sd) the amount of the gross proceeds of the sale of all the 
property in such suit; (4th) the amount of money depos- 
ited, if any, by said marshal with the Assistant Treasurer 
of the United States at New York in each suit, in compli- 


ance with act of Congress, chapter 204, section 12, approved | 
July 17, 18625 (Sth) the amountof money withdrawn by the | 


eaid marshal from said Assistant Treasurer in each suit, 
and under what order or authority such sums, if any, have 
been withdrawn from said Assistant Treasurer, the names 
of the parties to whom such sums so w ithdrawn, if any, 
have been paid, and for what services, if any. 7. In case 
the marshal aforesaid shall not have paid into the Treasury 
of the United States for sate-keeping all money arising in 
such cases from the sale of property under the prize laws of 
the United States, whether under interlocutory or final de- 
cree, but has deducted therefrom certain costs and disburse- 
nents, then a detailed statement of such costs and dis- 
bursements in each case, together with names of person or 
persons to Whom payments were made, amount thereof, and 
for what service, ifany. 8. ‘The amount of bills for costs, 
allowances, or disbursements presented in each csse by the 
United States attorney, marshal, prize commissioners, and 
counsel for captors, or for the Navy Department in prize 
causes in said district to the judge of said district court for 
taxation and allowance ; the sums of money, if any, which 
have been taxed or allowed by said judge to each of said offi 
cers respectively, showing in each case the amountclaimed 
and the amount allowed by said judge to each of the said 
officers respectively; and whether the allowances which 
have been made or paid to the district attorney and marshal 
are included in the fees and emoluments of their offices pro- 
vided by the fee bill of 1853, from which those officers are not 
by law permitted to retain, for their own personal compen- 
sation, 2 sum over 86,000 per year. 9. What sum or sums 
of money, if any, have been paid, allowed, or agreed to be 
allowed by the said district attorney as compensation to his 
assistants and clerks for services in such prize causes. 10. 
What sums of money, if any, have been allowed or taxed 
as compensation or fees to counsel for captors in any of such 
rize causes, and whether such sums have been deducted 
om the gross proceeds of the sale of such vessels or prop- 









erty, or from such portion of such proceeds as by law be- 
longs to the captors only. 11. The names of any and all 


agents or counsel appointed, retained, or employed by the | 


Secretary of the Navy, or by any other officer of the Gov 

ernment, to assist the district attorney for the southern dis 

trict of New York, or the Attorney General, or in any way 
to protect the interests of the United States in the prose- 
cution or trial, either in New York or before the Supreme 
Courtin Washington, of prize causes begun in the southern 
district of New York, together with naines of officers by 


employed, the date and terms of such retainer or employ 


ment, the precise sum, if any, of money already paid or | 
agreed to be paid to such agents or counsel by the United | 


States or claimed therefrom by such agents or counsel, and | 


the title of the case in which such agents or counsel were 
retained or services rendered. 


Mr. FENTON. I object to the resolution. 

Mr. F.A.CONKLING. 1 hope that the gen- 
tleman will be permitted to state his reasons for 
objecting to the resolution. 


The SPEAKE » cannot do so exce 
Phe SPEAKER. He cannot do so except by || guide us successfully through these difficulties, 


unanimous consent. 
Mr. FENTON. I am willing to give my rea- 
sons. The special committee on Government 
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| despairing cry from the lips of the Government 


contracts have that subject under consideration. || 


Besides, by a resolution passed by the House, 


and which was introduced by the gentleman from | 
New York, [Mr. Sepewick,] all the information 


here sought is called for. 

Mr. COX. But not with so much detail and 
particularity as by my resolution. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 

Mr. COX. Of course you do; because it gets 
at your friends. 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE IN TEXAS, ETC. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported back House 


bill No. 512, to facilitate the collection of the rev- | 
enue in E] Paso county, Texas, and in New Mex- | 
ico, with a substitute; which was referred to the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and the substitute ordered to be printed. 
THANKS TO D. D. PORTER, U.S.N. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, cor- 
dially recommending, in conformity to the law 
of July 16, 1862, that Commander David D. Por- 


ter, United States Navy, acting rear admiral, com- | 
manding the Mississippi squadron, receive a vote | 
of thanks of Congress for the bravery and skill | 
displayed in the attack on the Post of Arkansas, | 


which surrendered to the combined military and 


itself, 
The arguments with which it is supported are 
these: Weare a drowning man, the waves of ruin 


just sweeping over his head, who is only to be 


saved by a rope cast by a negro’s hands. The 
white man has failed to save the Union, to save 


| the Constitution, to save the hope of civilization 
whom such agents or counsel Were retained or are now |! 


upon this continent, and the negro is our only 
salvation. I will not acknowledge it. I will die 
with unfaith in my heart of such a lame and impo- 
tent conclusion. Let me close my eyes to the 
truth, if it be a truth, and perish in the bliss of 
ignorance. Nor, sir, do I entertain that opinion 
of our situation, desperate as it is. I still think 
that there is wisdom enough, valor enough, and 
strength enough in the peuple of this country to 
preserve it. I still trust that Almighty God will 


3ut I am supported now alone by that patriot 
faith. Howit is to be done, I could suggest, but 
my voice would fall unheeded upon this assembly, 
Itis not by the passage of this bill or by a persist- 
ence in that system of fatal measures of which 
itis one. No; my counsel would urge the aban- 
donment of the policy of the men in power—a 
thing impossible to them. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to be led 
astray at this stage of my remarks from the con- 
sideration of the bill before us. I shall postpone 
the observations which appear necessary upon 
the system to which this bill belongs. 

This bill was introduced, I learn from the gen- 


| tleman who introduced it, (Mr. Srevens,] because 
| there was some doubt in the mind of the Ad- 


ministration, or some part of it immediately con- 
nected with the execution of the law, as to whether 
the Government now had power to protect negro 


| soldiers and negroes employed in the public ser- 


| vice from the cruelties of the enemy. That was 


naval forces on the 10th inStant; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 
NEGRO SOLDIERS. 
he SPEAKER stated the business in order to 


be House bill No. 675, to raise additional soldiers || 
for the service of the Government. The question | 


is on the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania, [Mr. Hickman;] on which the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Wapsworru] is enti- 
tled to the floor. 


a doubt founded upon the inequality which it is 
assumed the law upon the statute-book estab- 
lished between the negro and the white soldier, 


the citizen soldier and the negro soldier. 


It is said that the enemy shoot him, and put 
him to death, as no soldier, or not such a soldier 
as the laws of this country and the laws of na- 
tions warrant this Government in employing; and 
that this Government is of opinion that it cannot 
properly, perhaps sufficiently, retaliate without 
some amendment of the law abolishing the dis- 
tinction established by the existing law between 
the two classes of soldiers. 

And therefore this bill, if I understand the ex- 
planation of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


| [Mr. Stevens,] ts introduced at the instance of 


Mr.WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, many con- || 


siderations admonish me to be cOntent with the 
situation in which this subject was left yesterday 
by my distinguished colleague, [Mr. Crirren- 
DEN,] in a speech as noble as that spirit which has 
animated his pure public life for now near half a 
century,and which has crowned him with the love 
and respect of people of all sections and all par- 
ties—a crown richer than that golden one be- 
stowed upon the great orator whose divine action 
lives in him. Yetreluctantas lam and have been 
at all times to mingle in the debates of this House, 
still I cannot forget, upon an occasion like this, 
the obligations which I owe primarily to my own 
constituents, to the people of my own State, and 
the people of the whole country. 

I must protest, sir, against the passage of this 
bill because of the bill itself. I must, also, earn- 
estly protest against it because of the reasons that 
are urged for its passage. It is a confession, sir, 


| of the desperate and hopeless situation of the 


/ country. 


y. It acknowledges to America and the 
world that we have failed. When the distinguished 


gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. VaLtanpienam,] a | 


few days since, in a speech of surpassing ability, 
and, from his stand-point of view, full of ardent 


| devotion to the Union, proclaimed that we had 


** failed, utterly failed,’’ my ears were possessed 


* with the heaviest sound 
That ever yet they beard.” 


| 
|| ‘This bill, sir, is a repetition of that hoarse and 


the Secretary of War himself, for the purpose of 
putting it into the power of our Government to 
retaliate for injuries inflicted upon negro prisoners 
captured by the enemy. And the Secretary of 
War himself, not liking the exact terms of the bill 
introduced by the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, in his own handwriting indited another 
project, which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
offered originally as a substitute for his own. 
Now, sir, | submit that in that statement the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has not displayed 
the usual candor and boldness which he manifests 
upon this whole policy. The gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania, I undertake to say, did not origin- 


ally introduce the bill for any such purpose. That 


| was not the thought in his mind, or the animating 


purpose with him; and I undertake to say that 
the projet of the Secretary of War himself was 
aimed at no such object. Both of those schemes 


| had in them the proviso which is now abandoned; 


both of those schemes, in letter, commanded tlie 


| recruiting of slaves,and provided for the payment 


of their value when they belonged to loyal men; 
both of them authorized recruiting stations in the 
loyal slave States; in Kentucky, sir, and the en- 
listment of her slaves. ; 
Now, sir, emasculated as it is of its pointed 


| phrases, (yet sufficient, by its general terms, (0 


cover the original object,) the amiable and con- 





servative fricnds of the Administration, like the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Duwnn,] seem 0 


| regard the measure as nothing more than author- 


ity to recruit negroes in rebel States as private 
soldiers, and if admitted to the privilege of com- 
mand, admitted to a command not connected with 
white men. But it was introduced only to place 
negro soldiers on a footing with other soldiers 
for purposes of protection. This is what we 
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told. If that was the purpose of the original 
\|,and of the substitute of the Secretary of War, 
why insertthe proviso? Why establish recruit- 
ing stations in the loyal slave States? Why com- 
mand the Executive to recruit slaves and buy his 
soldiery? Can any gentleman, however astute, 
find any difference between the law as now pro- 
sosed and the law as it is upon the statute-book? 
ca not the same inequality exist between the 
African soldier here in this bill, and even a greater 
inequaligy, than that in the statute to which my 
friend upon the left alluded yesterday. 

The act to call out the militia, approved July 
17, 1862, expressly authorized, without any limit- 
ation, the employment of negroes by the Presi- 
dent in the military and naval service, wherever, 
in his opinion they were competent for that ser- 
yice. The only restriction upon that power ofem- 
ploying, paying, commissioning, and giving them 
command over white or black is by a provision, 
in effect, that private soldiers shall only be enti- 
tled to ten dollars per month, and that three dol- 
lars of that may be paid in clothing. 

This bill as it now stands upon the proposition 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who origin- 
ally introduced it, establishes as great an inequal- 


oo @ 


ity between the two clases of soldiers as does the 
law upon the statute-book. Ifthe proviso of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Porrer,] which | 
hold in my hand, is adopted, the difference be- 
tween the two classes of soldiers will be consid- 
erable indeed, and much more than by the law as 
it now stands, 

I undertake to say, therefore, and I apprehend 
with perfect justice, that the reason assigned for 
the passage of this bill is not the true reason, and 
that the distinguished gentleman from the State of 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] has not been upon 
this occasion as candid as he generally is upon 
this subject. I do not know why he should ex- 
hibit any reluctance in disclosing his whole policy 
as to the negro standing army, unless it be the 
consideration he advanced the other day, that his 
brethren are still behind him, advancing with 
short and reluctant steps; but, being still in the 
condition of babes in the faith, they are to be fed 
upon milk and not strong meat. 

His purpose was to organize in military array 
the negroes who were proclaimed free on the Istof 
January last by the Executive. His proposition 
and his purpose was to intrench the African race 
upon the soil of the cotton States, and there by 
our aid and policy maintain them, and extermi- 
nate and drive out the white people of those States. 
And with our assistance they are to be schooled 
in the sublime education of war. He knows that 
they who would be free themselves must strike 
the blow. He has seen these Africans residing in 
our midst, where they see and hear all we do; and 
for fear that they do not hear and see enough their 
masters carefully tell them of it, with every aggra- 
vation. Yet with the war raging all round them, 
quiet, patient, contented, making no effort for the 
achievement of their own liberty, they are to be 
educated to it by the Government in the discipline 
of war; they are to be educated to it in the shed- 
ding of the blood of white men, in the sack of 
cities and plunder of the people, and by uproot- 
ing a civilization which is older than the Union. 
What was the use of the proclamation declaring 
four million Africans free, unless that was to be 
followed up by an armed organization of that pop- 
ulation? br, was it, sir, merely another piece of 


the Chinese mode of warfare, the beating of gongs | 


and the blowing of horns to scare people whom 
the eternal devil could not scare ? 

Now, sir, the President took this step, impelled 
bythat black visalurgis which has pushed him from 


the beginning, and animated by a crazy ambition | 


to be thought through the future ages the great 
apostle of liberty and humanity. Sullin the grasp 
of this wonderfully energetic, but small faction, 
there is no retreat for the President, and he must 

ersevere or meet the wrath of his supporters. 


hey never will consent toa restoration of the re- | 


Volted States by a peace which would recognize the 
return of those emancipated slaves to the condition 
from which they assume the proclamz.tion libera- 
ted them. How would that aboliiibn sentiment to 
which the President has abandoned himself, and 
to win whose smiles hé has lost the love of mil- 
lions of hearts and the su pportof millionsof hands 
—how would it curse him and persecute him, 
thould he abandon the negro to his master. 


Yes, sir; so far as he is concerned, and so far as 
all who take that stand are concerned, they must 
persevere to the extermination of the white peo- 


ple of the South, and the planting in their stead the 
loyal black race, sustained by their own military 
organization, and the arms and wealth and policy 
of their white allies. In yourreflection ut on this 


subject, Mr. Speaker, [Mr. Porter in the chair, 
which must have been various and interesting, 
have you never fancied that storm of wrath and in- 
dignation which would fall from the pulpit, from 
the abolition press, from the abolition lecturer, 
stump orator, and maudlin poet, upon the head of 
this apostle of freedom, should he prove false to 
his programme of death and destruction to the in- 
habitants of fifteen States; if he should abandon 
these negroes after he has once declared them free? 
They say now that he is a man of ‘no high prin- 
ciples;”? what would they say of him then? 

The only way, in the President’s opinion, and 
in the opinion of the friends of this measure’, to 








give effect to his bull against the comet, is to or- 
ranize the negroes of the South in military array. 
and suppert them throughout all ¢ me by the 
policy and arms of the free Stat Well, . 
the law as it now stands, it seems to me, is 

to carry out this project. Ido not know 
Executive should come here for any mot 

upon the subject of recruiting, organizing, officer- 
ing, paying, marching, and fighting African brig- 
ades than there is now upon the statute-hbook 
and 1 confess now that | am induced to raise my 
voice against this measure, not so much beecanu 

it is something new, but because t time has 
come when every man should speak out; wher 
every man who preserves any love for his coun- 


try should declare all the feelings of his heart 


and all the purposes of his mind without any 


reservation, and should here, in this plae ° 
where he has been posted as a sentinel by his 


people, proclaim to them that there is no hope, 
no escape from this policy that aims at thei 


total destruction, except in an instant, united, 
firm, and manly resistance to it; and by an ap- 


peal for protection to that power which is be hind 
presidents and cabinets; the power that made them 
and can unmake them; the power which | 
breathes and burns; the | 
at the ballot-box. There is no longer any virtu 
in silence and forbearance. I have tried it; we 
have tried it. Sir, the tortoise will poke its head 
from its shell when a coal of fire is put upon his 
back; and there isa limit to the endurance of the 
people of Kentucky, and the people of the whole 
country. [ need not bestow my attention any 
further on the particular characteristics of this 


} ¢ ! 
Hives ana 


oWer Which has spok n 


measure—I should rather say its particular phrase- 
ology, its particular provisions—but proceed to 
examine the reasons that are advanced in its sup- 
port, and to give such reasons as | can offer 
against its passage. If itis to be defended at all 
here, it is to be defended as a war measure, as a 
measure providing means for overcoming the re- 
bellion by arms. 

I have paid some little attention to the speeches 


we have heard from various quarters in favor of | 


this bill. The sum of all is that the African can 


be made a good soldier, that he can fight, is sus- | 
| ceptible of discipline, and has displayed bravery, | 


I know, sir, that some of the advocates of this 
1 


measure, in their zeal for the negro, have exalted 
him above the white man in the great game of 


war; though they have not yet ventured, upon 
this floor, to ascend to the height of that admira- 
tion for the race to which other gentlemen far more 
distinguished, outside of these walls, have risen; 
they will not here exalt Toussaint L’Ouverture 
above Napoleon or above Washington, but they 
find the African capable of being made a good sol- 
dier, of displaying bravery, of undergoing dis- 
cipline and fatigue, and, in general terms, they 
proclaim that it is our duty to call to our aid every- 
body of that description that can fight; and, sir, 
in the language of the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Dunn,] they can see no reason why any- 
body should object to such a policy as that. 
Well, sir, admitting for argument’s sake all that 


| is said by the advocates of the negro, I say that 


it is not a wige war policy to call negroes into this 
war as soldiers. You might as well call upon the 
Turco, who is so much lauded by ‘‘ the champion 
of adowntrodden race,’’ (as he calls himself,) the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Kevrey;} 


and as there are a good many gentlemen from that || 


State, | will distinguish him as the one who saw 
“the Milky Way’ while he was “ flanking’’ the 


battle of Antietam; [laughter;) the gentleman 
with the voices | Renewed laughter.) Why not 
eall the Tureos to our defense? Why not go to 

le petty German prince who coins the bina 


of his subjects, and hire them to fieht this battle 


) 
for Americans? They would be cheaper; certainty 
they would cost us less than buying the slaves of 
loyal masters. Our bought soldiers, if Africans, 
would be a dearer purchase at any price than 
Hessians,and occasion more disgust to our people. 
No, sir; however good a soldier the African may 


have prove d himself to be ,ilcannot be maintained 


with the least plausibility that he is as a soldier 


equal to the free citizens of America; and as a 


mere war measuf®, as a mere measure for th 
creation of anarmy to be all-prevailing in battle, 
itis a mistake. We ought to take a just pride in 
the invincible heroism of our own American vol- 
unteer. Greece and Rome and the great States 
ie earth found their most glorious chivalry in 
their own citizens Rome's legions were made 
up of Rome’s citizens. 
lhe chivalry of Spain, that once won every 
ttle, was composed of the flower of the Castilian 
uzenship; the Zouaves of France are French- 
the men who struck down Napoleon at 
Waterloo were Britons,and the high-hearted and 
valorous Celts of Ireland, and bold Highlanders 
of Seotland,allof whom have representatives here 
in America, in this grand composite race of the 
Caucasian type. If we want legiofis that will 
conquer, we must make them of such material as 
have been accustomed to govern. Asa war meas- 
ure, therefore, it commends itself in no manner, 
lam not going to shock the sensibilities of gen- 
tlemen by underrating the courage or skill of the 
Atrican; L only ask to be permitted to claim that 
they are inferior to the free citizens of Kentucky, 
of Indiana, and of other States. Negro soldiers 
will be harder to obtain than other soldiers. ‘They 
will be slower to volunteer. They will cost you 
more money, and particularly if you buy them. 
You can go tothe State of Kentucky, and get more 
freemen to enlist voluntarily under your banner 
than you can slaves. Why, sir, 1 was astounded 
even at the gentleman from [llinois, [Mr. Love- 
Joy,] the man who yesterday beat the black malice 
of his heart into his face with his ponderous fists, 
and who sits upon the extreme right; he says that 
this billis opposed by men here who have obstruct- 
ed drafting inthe northern States, assisted by their 
pro-slavery allies from the border States; that they 
are unwilling to let the Government have white 
soldiers,and unwilling to let the Government have 
black soldiers; and that it is a part of the plan of 
the party which has all along aided the rebellion 


| by obstructing the Government. 


Well, sir, l remember that at the last session, 
when we introduced a bill here authorizing Ken- 
tucky to raise twenty thousand men to protect 
the rear of the army then marching on Fort 
Donelson, Nashville, and Shiloh, that gentleman 
opposed and resisted it vehemently upon this floor; 
and his ultra allies in the Senate defeated its pas 


sare at that session. The consequence has been 
that the blood of thousands of our white men has 
een shed, our flag disgraced, our communications 
broken up, our supplies destroyed with fire and 
sword, and a great State like Kentucky, that had 
sent forty-four thousand of her soldiers to foreign 
fields to uphold the flag of the Union, was sur- 
rendered an undefended prey to the hordes of trea- 
son. Sir, this blood, this shame, this loss is upon 
the head of that gentleman and his abolition allies. 
We are here now offering those twenty thousand 
for the defense of our flag; and who opposes 
> Why, men like the gentleman from Illinois. 
They do not want the freemen of “Kentucky to 


follow our flag. They do not want freemen of that 


it? 


| complexion. They do not want to see the freemen 
| of Kentucky in battle array for the honor of the 


Union. They might be an obstaele in the way of 
the policy of ruin which these gentlemen advo- 
vate. _We have never seen any reluctance on the 
part of our population to give the Government all 
the soldiers it wants. Does our Government want 
soldiers? Does it say so? Has it called upon any 
State to furnish velunteers when that State has 
refused to answer the call? True, it has had some 


| difficulty in drafting nine months men; but those 


difficulties have been greater in Massachusetts 
than in Wisconsin, greater in Connecticut than 
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they have 


tender of a sufficient quota on the part of the peo- 
ple. Thisis then an inferior class of soldiers, more 
difficult to obtain, and more expensive. But, 
sir, it is a class of soldiers that you propose to 


devrads ‘ 
Conservalive gentlemen on the other side, lik« 
my friend from Indiana, [Mr. Duwnn,] and like 


my other friend from Indiana, [Mr. Porrer,] are | 


not willing that the African should command 
white men, while they invoke him to give his life 
to save the Republic, ‘They confess that the y are 
lost without his aid, but they will not seize the 
rope that is to save them from drowning, unless 
he throws it at the expense of degradation to him- 
sclf. Those liberal and benevolent gentlemen who 
can see no reason why the Affican should not be 
invited to contend for the country and for his own 
freedom, are still unwilling that he should hav: 
that only reward of freedom, precious to the free 
in soul, equality with allmen. Do they not sec 
that the policy which they are pursuing has but 

» logical interpretation,and means nothing else, 
f it means anything at all, than equality with 
negroe It matters not what he roism or skill an 
African displays. Toussaint or Othello may com- 
bat in the ranks of war or triumph in strategy, 
yet the commander of a battalion, or company, or 
battery composed of whites must not be subject to 
the order of a black major general, and the only 
one perchance on the field. 1s that not straining 
ata enat and swallowing a camel? 

The gentihman from Indiana[Mr. Dunn] pathet- 
ically invokes the negro to come and save his son’ 
' His gallant son has gone to the war to offer 
his breast as a barrier against the bayonets of re- 
bellion. Should he fall, | well believe all his wounds 
will bein front. May the angel of the Lord camp 
round about him and protect him in battle! He is 
not the man I think him if he calls on the ne 
come and save his life. 





life 


ro to 
This must be the extrav- 
agance of parental solicitude or rhetorical rapture, 
‘The gentleman who thus calls on the negro to save 
his son wiil not let him serve in the same regiment. 
Hlow is the negro to save his son’s life when h 

will not let him come as near him as the leneth 
of the regiment or brigade or division? Does he 
mean that he would draw in his son from the 
ranks of slaughter, and put the negro in his place? 


I sometimes think that that is the argument—that | 


gentlemen wish to substitute the negro for their 
sons, and call them home. 

| sometimes hear gentlemen say the negro is 
not too good to be killed in this war, and that we 
should save fifty thousand of our own brothers’ 
lives by substituting negroes in their place. Is it 


proposed, as he represents, that a negro should 
be sent in advance of my son to shield his life. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I did not say such a 
thing; and therefore the interruption is unneces- 
sary. 

Mr. DUNN. Lunderstood you to say so. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. On the contrary, I said 
that he would put the negro the length of a regi- 
mental line of battle from his son. He would not 
let him come so near to him. 

I must hurry along to keep up with my time. 
I can give some good reasons, it seems to me, to 


j candid gentlemen, why this measure should not 


| disastrous to the war cause. 


pass. This, with its kindred measures, will be 
It isa measure of 
weakness instead of one of strength, because it will 
alienate millions of men in the North and South 
from the supportof theGovernment. I beg gen- 
tlemen to recollect that this policy has already 
substituted, in the support of the Government, a 
political faction in the place ofa people. It shocks 
the sentiment of the great majority of the people 


| of the free States, as well as of the South, because 


| they are not mistaken in its tendency. 


If it has 
any tendency at all, it is to establish on this con- 


| tinent equality of the white and black races. 


Gentlemen cannot, with any justice or magna- 
nimity,lead the African through this war, by hun- 
dreds of thousands, as this bill proposes, to firht 
and to display those qualities of heroism, intelli- 


| genee, and skill which are ascribed to him, but 


which he has been many centuries in making 
manifest: they cannot do this and stand justified 
in the eyes of the world, without admitting the 
negro to an equality with themselves—at least a 
political equality. Shall he save the nation and 
have no partin the nation? Shall he have merely 
the bare boon of freedom? Shall he be shut out 
from the right to command the brave men in the 
midst of whom he fights and suffers and dies? 


; Can you shut him out if he is the man you say 


he is? But you cannot shut him out after all this, 
unless you exterminate him. The white popu- 
lation of the free States are therefore opposed to 
this policy, because they see instinctively that it 
is death to them—to the white or black race. But 


| the policy of equality will inevitably produce an- 


| one or the other. 


| means of subsistence. 


such an idea as this thatactuates gentlemen in the | 


support of this measure? I have seen my friend 
from Indiana, [Mr. Dunn,] who has often pro- 


tested his love forthe State of Kentucky, and his | 


detestation of this abolition policy, who has said 
that he feared this war was to be nothing *‘ buta 
John Brown raid on a large scale;’’ have seen 
him, with steps melancholy and slow, like a cap- 
tive bound, his head downcast, follow in the wake 
of this accursed abolitionism, speaking against 
and voting forall its measures, till now he is found 
to swallow all its doctrines, except that he will 
not leta white man be commanded by a negro. 
Ah, sir, I felt a touch of humiliation myself—per- 
haps out of place—when the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, [Mr. Lovesoy,] whom my friend from In- 
diana had so often condemned, and whose doc- 


| fair. 


trines he thought contained the poison of death, | 


was rewarded yesterday by that gentleman, [Mr. 
Lovesoy,} after he had allowed him to interpolate 
a speech in his, by being told, * that will do well 
to go in the same pamphilet; if you take the name 


spoke it, the gentleman or myself.’’ 

And that is true, Mr, Speaker; the only sen- 
tence in the speech of the gentleman [Mr. bows] 
different in color from his friend’s, is the one with 
which it opens, rebuking the abuse of Democrats. 
Thus, sir, a patch upon the seat of a bumpkin’s 
breeches, made of the same tow linen, is distin- 
guishable only by the seam which joins it. 

Mr. DUNN. I am very sure the gentleman 
from Kentucky is not willing to misrepresent my 
remarks of yesterday. I refer particularly to what 
I said in regard to my own son being in the ser- 
vice. If the gentleman will refer to the reporter’s 
notes of my remarks, he will find that I never | 


tagonism between the white and black races; and 
that antagonism will result in the subjugation of 
If they will not mix they will 
contend; and the stronger willdestroy the weaker. 
The increase of population is in proportion to the 
Subsistence itself is the 
prize of capacity. Put the negro and the white 
man on the same ground—forever separate by an 
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been in Indiana or lowa. The y have 
been prevented in many States by the voluntary 


antagonism of races—to struggle for the honors | 


of society, and all the means of life and multipli- 
cation, and the stronger will win—that is, the 


white race; the weaker will disappear—that is, 


the negro. 


The African race has never accomplished any- | 
| thing in the history of the world, except in Amer- 


ica. [t is probably older than the Caucasian, un- 
lessallare from common parents, then each started 
One has multiplied until it has become like 
‘‘ the roaring of the waters and the thundering of 
the skies.’’ Piloted by its capacity, it has swelled 


| beyond its favorite range and flowed into all the 
| latitudes and longitudes of the earth. The world | 


| of the Indian. 


is full of its achievements in artand arms, and ac- 
cepts its sway without murmuror resistance. The 
other never rose aboveits nakedness and ignorance. 
It has declined and is declining in all lands save 
America. I do notregard it asa permanentrace. 
The glory of the Almighty decrees the continued 


spread of the other type—the highest. When this | 


needs the room now occupied in America by the 
black man it will take it by the great and con- 


| stant law of growth, as he took the hunting ground 
off the heading, nobody will be able to say which || 
. i 


The Indian and the white man 
met—they could not mix. The Indian would not 
submit; the white man could not cherish him; 
but to feed his swarming numbers plowed up the 
Indian’s hunting ground and he vanished. 


The | 


_ negro submitted; the white man gave him will and | 
| direction, and he flourished, because the races did 


not contend together. 


When they do, the ques- 


| tion is already settled. 


| 


j 
| 


! 


The ovtgrowth of the white race will invade the 
negro some day in Hayti, in Africa, everywhere, 
and the stronger grower will possess the earth, 
This is the law of the animal and vegetable king- 
doms. Legislation cannot change it. 


Abolitionism seeks to reverse the laws of nature, 


| 


January 30, 
the decrees of God. Well, it may interrupt them 
by force, but they will triumph at last. They 
seek to establish by their arms and policy the sy- 
premacy of the negro in the South. Their whole 
policy means justthat. It means the destructi in 
of the white race of the cotton States at least, and 
their subjugation to the black. Neither justice 
nor benevolence warrant such a policy if it were 
possible. But [ tell you itis impossible. Man 
miseries are in store for America; but at last se. 
cession and abolition will be crushed out in this 
struggle. As their detestable feature# become 
more and more revealed by the progress of the con- 
test, they will receive the blows of the people, now 
one, now the other, and the country at last find 
peace in the final overthrow of both, a result so 
lucidly shown by the gentleman from Kansas, 
[Mr. Conway.] 

And it will come to that. They who ally them- 
selves with an army of the slaves of the South 
against the white race of the South, will ally al! 
the balance of this country with all those who re- 
sist it, not for the sake of disunion, I trust—never; 
but for the sake of the preservation of the white 
race of the South, and the honor, strength, and 
prosperity of all. Ido not want you to exterm- 
inate them, not even for the preservation of the 
Union. No; great God Almighty, no! Exterm- 
inate the white race of the South to preserve the 
Union! Exterminate the white people of Virginia, 
for instance, to preserve the Union! Virginia, that 
helped to make the Union, and whose present hu- 
miliation as leader, or at least prominent among 
leaders in upholding the rebellion is all too feeble to 
put out the glory of her past. No, sir; no, sir; the 
people of America will never permit the inhabit- 
ants of Virginia to be exterminated. 

On the contrary, they will exterminate all who 
try to exterminate them. And these border State 
men, whom you have so often rebuked for mod- 
erating your zeal and wrath against the millions 
of the South, who have beseeched you not to drive 
them to desperation by attempting to destroy 
everything that man or woman cherishes, who 
have protested against that programme of savage 
barbarity which confiscated all the lands and a'l 
the goods and chattels in eleven States, and aimed 
todrive millionsand millions of people, once your 
brethren, bound to you by the most sacred mem- 
ories, from roofs hallowed by every joy and every 
suffering known to poor humanity—by nuptial 
rites,the birth of children,and the death of friends— 
to be possessed and polluted by slaves; yes, these 
men of the border, this border State influence will 
one day come to your assistance, when the day 
of reaction prostrates you,and interpose to shicld 
you, even as they now stand for their brethren of 
the South. Remember it, the border States are 
neither North nor South; that great beit of coun- 
try that stretches from the ocean across to the 
Father of Waters is the safety of both ends of 
the nation, since it belongs not to the one nor the 
other, but to both. 

Sir, at the commencement of this war an oppor- 
tunity was presented to the Republicans which 
has seldom been afforded to any party. At the 
commencement of the extra session of Congress, 
you found the loyal nation gathering and ready to 
unite as one man upon the first declaration of a 
constitutional policy. It was announced, and a 
people rose to sustain its Government. At the 
first regular session this loyal peoplealmost unan- 
imously, from slave State and free State, were 
surrounding the Administration, ready to stand 
together and fight together for the preservation of 
the Union and the maintenance of the Constitu- 
tion. If this Administration had studiously kept 
in view the preservation of the Constitution and 
the maintenance of the rights of the States and of 
the people of the States, and labored to demon- 
strate to the world that this democracy was not 
only great in peace, but equally great in war, that 
a Constitution made by the hands of the people 
could be defended and preserved by*the people, 
even through the convulsions of civil war; this 
union of all men and parties would have grown 
more perfect, and to-day been the salvation of the 
Government. But, sir, the Administration was 
false to the occasion. 

The President in an evil hour was induced to 
abandon that policy, and to adopt one which has 
driven from him many of his own friends; that 
has alienated from him the men of the south-bor- 
der States, and the States of New York, New Jer- 
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evy, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Iilinois— 
an empire of themselves. And now let me ask 


a 


whether this Administration, supported by only 
a fragment of the population of any State, with 
the policy it has announced as the policy on which 
it proposes to put down this rebellion, can hope 
to succeed? The wise schemers among them do 
not intend to put down the rebellion; but can any- 
body hope to succeed? No, sir. 

Ic is not worth while to despise border State in- 
fluence in this contest. It is great, it is mighty. 
There is acommon interestand a common policy 
which unite the men south of the Ohio river with 
the men north of the Ohio river, and these make 
the western border, This policy is founded ina 


broad and general love for the people of all the || 
States, and of veneration for the Constitution. It 


is founded in their fixed purpose to save the Union, 
to labor for it, or to follow after it; in all ways and 
times to energize for its preservation, and if need 
be, when lost, its reconstruction. 

jut, sir, the people south of the Ohio river may 
be putin an attitude of hostility to the Govern- 
ment, and I am afraid the Government will drive 
them to the assumption of that attitude. It shall 
not do it if any forbearance, if any entreaty, if 
any other than physical means of resistance can 
be found effectual for our protection. But we were 
born free, and the equals of the people of other 


States, and we will maintain that freedom as long | 


as one man among us lives who is fit to be free. 

We were educated by a statesman in whom you 
of the North believe, or profess to believe—** you 
all did love him once,’’ and he loved the Union 
—the gallant and lamented Clay. We still test- 
ify to his greatness by thinking his thoughts. 
Let me call your attention to his solemn words, 
uttered in this Capitol shortly before his death, 
and let me tell you that the people of Kentucky 
believe now in the instructions they have received 
from him. Those instructions, those words live 
after his death in the hearts of the million of peo- 


ple who live in that State. Mr. Clay, in a speech | 


upon the compromise measures in the Senate on 
the 5th of February, 1850, said: 


“But before I approach that subject, allow me to say 


that, in my humble judgment, the institution ofslavery pre- 
sents two questions totally distinct, and resting upon en 

tirely different grounds—slavery within the States, and 
slavery without the States. Cougress, the General Govern 

nent, has no power, underthe Constitution of the United 
Btates, to touch slavery within the States, except in the 
three specified particulars in that instrument: to adjust the 
subject of representation, to impose taxes on slaves when 
a system of direct taxation is made, and to perform the duty 
of surreudering, or causing to be delivered up, fugitive 
slaves when they escape from the service which they owe 
in the slave States, and take refuge in the free States. And 
Tam ready to say that if Congress were to attack within 
the States the institution of slavery, with the purpose of 
the overthrow or the extinction of slavery, then, Mr. Pres- 
ident, ‘my voice would be for war.’ Then would be made 

a case which would justify in the sight of God, and in the 
presence of the nations of the earth, resistance on the part 
of the slave States to,such an unconstitutional usurped 
attemptas would be made under the supposition [ have 
stated. Then we should be acting in defense of our rights, 
of our domicils, of our property, of our satety, of our lives. 
Then Uthink would be furnished a ease in which the slave 
States would be justified, by all the considerations which 
pertain to the happiness or security of man, to employ every 
instrument whieh God or nature has placed in our hands, 
to resist such an attempt upon the part of this Government. 
Then if, unfortunately, civil war should break out, we 
should present to the nations of the earth the spectacle of 
one portion of this Union endeavoring to subvert an insti 

tution of another portion, in violation of the Constitution 
And the most sacred obligations. We should present a 
speciacle in which we should bave the sympathy and good 


Wishes, and desire for our success, of all men who love | 


Justice and truth.” 


We inthe South could not live under this pol- | 


icy of arming the slaves. Let an army of one 
hundred and fifty thousand men, once slaves, be 
uniformed and armed, and commanded by the 


appointees of abolition, and itcannot be otherwise | 


than that it would be the destruction of our homes, 


our families, our lives, Gee property, an8 our lib- | 


erty. Wecould not live underit. The first negro 
regiment that it was attempted to march through 
the State of Kentucky would produce a collision. 


The frst attempt made to recruit slaves in that || 


State would produce scenes of violence, unless you 
permitted the peaceable execution of the laws of 
that State violated by this recruiting. 

Mr. Speaker, is our support of the Government 
worth nothing? Is it worth less than that of the 
negro? We have not withheld that support; we 
have net stinted it. A thousand of our citizens 
poured out their blood on the battle-field of Stone 
river. My constituents fought and bled at Pitts- 
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burg Landing, at Mill Spring, at Donelson, and | 


at Vicksburg. The dearest friends of our hearts 
lie buric d beneath the « lods of those battle-fields. 
One hundred and fifty thousand of us still remain 
capable of bearing arms; we sull love the Consti- 
tution, and, if you will let this be a war for the 
Constitution, will die if need be in its defense, 
even as we stand ready to triumph or fall in de- 
fense of our imperiled but imperishable rights. 
Mr. SEDGWICK. 1am in favor of the bill 
which is before the House for its consideration, 
for the reason that I believe it to bea proper and 
necessary measure to carry out the settled policy 
of the Government in the conduct of the war. 
This Congress has already twice approved the 
principle upon which this bill proceeds; and it is 


only necessary because the two acts of Congress | 


which have already sanctioned the employment of 


| negroes in the military service were deficient in 


detail. Butas the policy of the employment of 


colored men has been attacked in the course of | 


this debate, | trust to the patience, of the House 
to hear me for a few moments, while I undertake 


to defend the policy of the Government in refer- | 


ence to these measures. 

This war is strictly a war of self-defense. The 
Government has been forced and is trying to de- 
fend the principles upon which the Republic is 
founded, againstthe encroachmentsand unreason- 
able and unconstitutional demands, and, finally, 
the warlike violence of an insolent aristocracy. 
This aristocracy is of the most detestable char- 


| acter, depending neither upon long descent and 


ancient renown, nor upon any great achievement 
in arts or In arms, nor on great commercial or 


try’s resources and add to its prosperity, nor on 
great accomplishments in literature, but solely on 
human slavery. It is the foe of labor, incompati- 
ble with free public education, with commercial 
prosperity, entirely irreconcilable with the prin- 
ciples of true democracy. It is an aristocracy im- 
patient of restraint, intolerant, insolent; assuming 
a superiority which it never can possess, and to 
which itis entitled neither by birth, education, nor 


superior capacity. ‘To establish the right of this 
| aristocratic class to the mastery of this Govern- 


ment they have set on foot this rebellion, have in- 
flamed the passions of their people by artful ap- 


| peals to the prejudices of the ignorant, and have 


invoked the arbitrament of the sword. 

The Government, as I have said, is engaged in 
the defense of popular rights, and its own con- 
stitutional authority and existence. The corner- 
stone of this aristocracy is slavery. Its institu- 
tions are avowedly based upon human slavery. 
The thoroughly slave States are thoroughly rebel 
States. The intensity of hostility to the Govern- 


ment is exactly measured by the devotion of the | 


State or the community to slavery. So, also, the 
resources of (he rebel States are precisely measured 


by the extent of its slave Jabor and industry, so | 


that, while no free State is disloyal, no slave State 
is loyal; and the influence of the institution of 


slavery is the true measure of the disloyalty of the | 


State. It required, then, no great sagacily, ro 
gift of prophecy in the outset of this controversy, 
to see the necessary issues which would arise dur- 
ing its progress. The policy of the Government 
has been rather dictated by necessity than by 


| choice, for there is abundant evidence of the will- 


ingness of the Government to save the institution 
of slavery. The President, atan early day, fore- 
seeing the course which this controversy must 
take, intimated to the semi-loyal border States 


| the willingness of the Government to aid them 
| pecuniarily in any reasonable scheme of gradual 


and compensated emancipation, advising action 
while the Federal Government was liberal in spirit 
and strong in its resources, and at the same time 
intimating that the prebable exigencies of the war 
might render emancipation ou some terms neces. 
sary throughout all the States of the Republic. 
Acting on this suggestion, the State of Delaware, 
by its executive, the State of Maryland, by its 
executive, and the State of Missouri, by its legis- 
lative and executive authority, have brought be- 
fore their people projects of emancipation on the 


| terms and under the conditions which Congress 
|| has been, and I presume still is, willing to offer. 


The next step was the proclamation of the Pres- 
ident of the 22d of September, announcing the pur- 
pose of the executive department of the Govern- 
ment to proclaim the emancipation of the slaves 
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in all of those States remaining unrepresented in 


| Congress after one hundred days, on the Ist of 


January of this year. The emancipation procla- 
mation of the President, as Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army and Navy, followed. And I here 
desire to bear testimony to the firmness of the 
Executive on this point, against strong remon- 


strances, agamst violent opposition, against op- 


. . - : 
position in his Cabinet, against threatenings from 


| the Army, threatenings from the traitor States, 


and timid counsels among his friends. That proe- 
lamation,in my judgment, is the salvation of the 
Republic. I have no time, however, to argue it at 
length. I saw that it was a necessary and logical 
consequence of this war. ts constitutional au- 
thority, in my sober judgment, is beyond a doubt, 
| have no time to argue it here at length, but I 
affirm the war power of the President to issue 
this proclamation; and its necessary effect, to lib- 
erate the slaves in all the territory over which it 
was designed to operate, never can be success- 
fully questioned, either by Congress or any of the 


judicial tribunals of the country. The law of na- 


tions clearly sanctions the emancipation of the 
enemy’s slaves by military force and authority. 
It is an understood and received doctrine, It has 
been practiced repeatedly in this country. Great 
Britain exercised its authority. France has exer- 
cised it in a memorable instance. In Colombia, 
in the South American republics, the right has 
been exercised both by the Spanish and Ameri- 
can generals. This right has been affirmed by 
eminent statesmen in our own country, by Jeffer- 
son and by Adams. 

‘The President of the United States, as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, has all 
the authority which the law of nations recognizes 
as war powers, The reasonableness of this power 

unquestioned. It is to embarrass and weaken 
the evnemy. Itis to strengthen our own army. 
‘These slaves are persons owing allegiance. They 
are loyal citizens, having a right to claim the pro- 
tection of the Government. If permitted to remain 
to the enemy, they produce the food and the cloth- 
ing which support them and strengthen theirarmy 
inthe field. ‘The institution of slavery, like other 
hostile institutions in an enemy’s State, may be 
destroyed. Noone willcontend that acommander- 
in-chief of the army under his war power would 
not have the authority to overthrow a military 
school or institution for the instruction of soldiers 
and officers. Nor can it be denied that we have 
the authority of overthrowing the institution of 
the State government which is hostile and rebel 
in its character; to supplantit by military govern- 
ment having both civil and military jurisdiction. 
High judicial authority has decided that we have 
the rightin this controversy to treat the rebels both 
as traitors liable to be punished under the laws, 
and as belligerents under the rights of war. The 
President, as Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
and Navy, alone has the power to judge of the 
exigency which requires the exercise of this ac- 
knowledged power of war. It is for him; the 
responsibility is with him; the power is with him; 
and itis a discretion which we will recognizes in 
him, for it cannot be exercised by anybody else. 

This power in the President ts not inconsistent 
with the power of Congress to emancipate slaves. 
That power exists in Congress to emancipate the 
slaves of rebels, | have no hesitation in asserting; 
although the discussion of that proposition is not 
necessary for my present purpose. The procla- 
mation of the President stands impregnable. It 
is said to be a mere brutum fulmen—a Pope’s bull 
against the comet. From the way gentlemen re- 
ceived it, one would think that they seemed to 
regard it more as a live bull in a china shop. 
{Laughter.] Gentlemen say that we should rely 


| on the Constitution and the laws. What effect 


has the Constitution or the laws in the rebel 
States? The Constitutionisas mucha mere brulum 
fulmen as the proclamations It is despised and 
trampled on. Ko officer sworn to support it, and 
no one pretending to abide by its provisions, ex- 


| ists throughout the length and breadth of their 
country; no Federal court is open to hear the 


complaints of suitors; no triLunal existing under 


| the authority of the Constitution exists within 


the rebel States. And J ask gentlemen what more 


| power and efficiency has the Constitution than 


the proclamation of the President? That proc- 
lamation goes before and in aid of the Constitu- 
tion. It lifts up the loyal people friendly to the 
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Constitution, strikes off their shackles, and will 
enable them to enforce respect for its authority. 

It is said it will produce insurrection and ser- 
vile war. Is insurrection of the slave against the 
master so much worse than the insurrection and 
rebellion of the master against the Government 
and the Constitution? Is servile war so much 
more full of horrors than a civil war? 

But the proclamation does no such thing. It 
incites neither Insurrection nor a servile war, but 
this bill pats arms into the hands of freemen, not 
of slaves—but into the hands of freemen fighting 
at the same time for the preservation of the Gov- 
ernment and their own liberties. It is said that 
these men are timid and cowardly, and that to 
them the sword is a terror. Butinspired by the 
hopes of liberty, with motives of home and family, 
with motives of advancement and improvement, 
you wil! find that the slaves of the plantation 
differ from the freemen armed by the authority 
of this bill to fight for their own liberty. 

For such a people, in such a contest the sword 
has no terrors— 


‘The sword! a name of dread! 
But when upon a freeman’s thigh ‘tis bound, 
While for his altar and his hearth, 
While for the land which gave him birth, 
The war drums roll—the trumpets sound, 
How sacred is the sword.’ 

There never has been an instance in history, 
there never can be an instance in history, where 
humanity has become so degraded that it cannot 
strike for freedom. 

But gentlemen say it is a confession of failure to 
employ the negro. Why, the greatest republic of 
the Old World was saved by the cackling of geese. 
Rome was saved by this bird; and I think some- 
times, when I hear these matters discussed, that 
gentlemen on the other side seem to prefer that 
way of salvation to the employment of the negro. 
{Laughter.]} 

jut is it true that these men are unfit for soldiers 
and for sailors? What has been the experience of 
ourcountry? Itisno newexperiment. Instances 
have been brought to the notice of this House re- 
peatedly of the raising of regiments of slaves in 
Rhode Island; the employment of negroes in New 
York; the fighting of the battles of the Revolution 
by men of color, stimulated by promises of free- 
dom as their reward. 

And numerous are the testimonials of men of 
character and intelligence who have the respect of 
the country, and whose names are emblazoned 
upon its history, testifying to the efficiency of 
these men inother times and other contests. Gen- 
tlemen upon this floor yesterday said that we 
should make ourselves the scorn of Europe if we 
appeal to the negro to fight our battles; and yet 
at this very day there is hardly a European State 
that does not now employ, and has not constantly 
for years employed, colored soldiers in all their 
dependencies, where colored men, by reason of 
climate or otherwise, could be used and made of 
service. So Denmark and England and Holland 
and France and Spain and Portugal have all had 
organized regiments of negroes in their armies at 
different times, The gentleman who has just taken 
his seat has said that Rome’s legions were her 
citizens; and that the citizens of all the ancient 
republics were those who fought their battles. 
The gentieman should not forget that the name of 
Spartacus, the Thracian gladiator, at the head of 
an army of slaves, was the terror and the scourge 
of Rome—drove back, defeated, and disgraced her 
consuls, at the head of her legions, to the very 
gates of the city, and left upon the plains of Italy 
the marks of desolation and ruin which time has 
not yet effaced. 

3ut we have some experience in this rebellion 
in relation to the efficiency of negro soldiers. 
There are at this moment serving in the Navy of 
the United States probably five thousand colored 
seamen. I have in my possession a letter from 
the commander of the fleet on the Mississippi, 
Rear Admiral Porter, which says that he has 
shipped upon his squadron four hundred negroes, 
able-bodied contrabands, who work at the guns, 
and that he hopes in a little time to make the 
number athousand. This excludes all who are 
employed upon the transports at Cairo, and upon 
the powder ships. At Hatteras, Commodore 
Stringham testifies to the courage and conduct of 
the negro crew working one of the guns of the 
Minnesota. Admiral Du Pont, at Port Royal, 


bears the same testimony. Colonel Beard, who |! 


led them upon an expedition so dangerous that || Constitution of his country, it may be justly said 


he could not induce white soldiers to follow him, 
testifies to their good conduct and courage, and 
he shows his faith in negro soldiers by resigning 
the position he held in the Army, the command 
of a white regiment, and coming back and asking 
the President to put him at the head of the 
negro soldiers to be raised, that he may take them 
into the country of the enemy. General Butler, 
following the example of General Moore, the 
rebel governor of Louisiana, who had commis- 
sioned a colored captain of a company of colored 


soldiers, organized, with the sanction of the Gov- | 


ernment, the colored men in New Orleans to fight 
the battles of the Union, instead of fighting the 
battles of the rebellion. 

And with all this testimony upon the subject— 
the concurrent testimony of all civilized nations, 
the testimony of our own history, and the ex- 
amples which this war has produced, is it to be 
said now that the negro is an inefficient soldier; 
and is it to be said that the county does not need 
his services? In a few months the term of service 
of the two years enlisted soldiers from New York 
and other States will expire, and it is a very large 
number. In a little more time, the services of 
the nine months men, raised last summer, will 
expire; and with traitors in the North resisting 
conscription, with rebel and semi-rebel authority 
in the North and traitor sympathizers in high 
places resisting conscription and discouraging 
drafting, I ask if it is not common sense to ap- 
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peal to that class of loyal citizens, who, Ll believe, | 
will make good soldiers, having the highest mo- | 


tives to success, and who have been demonstrated 
to be such, and take them into the public service 
as soldiers and sailors. 

The confederate authorities complain of their 


conscription laws that they allow one man to be 
exempt for every twenty slaves, making an army | 


of one hundred and fifty thousand men who might 
be brought into the service of the rebel authori- 
ties if they were not compelled to stay at home to 
watch the negroes. Now, suppose one hundred 
and fifty thousand of those slaves upon the plan- 
tations had arms in their hands, without any or- 
ganization, without any interference by the offi- 
cers of the Government, how many more men do 
you think would stay at home from the rebel ranks 
to watch them? Why, the very fact that these 
men, by their own admissions, are driven to this 
necessity, shows that if the negroes had arms put 
into their hands to enforce their own rights against 
the rebels, it would disperse in a day the whole 
rebel army. 
the negroes on the plantations were barely fur- 
nished with arms, though without instruction or 
discipline. 

Butit is said dissatisfaction is to be produced by 
this. You hear threats of combinations of white 
men to resist this arming of negroes. And this is 
the love for the Constitution of those who at this 
day have undertaken its guardianship; those who 


| have habitually violated it for years. These are 


the men who come forward now as the special 
advocates of the Constitution; men whose polit- 
ical strength and control have been secured ky in- 
fractions of the Constitution; the men for whose 
purposes Louisiana was purchased without con- 
stitutional authority, and Florida, and, in our own 
day, Texas. 
yielded to as accomplished facts, and so will it be 


| with this proclamation, even though it had not the 
sanction of constitutional authority, when once | 


you put this bill into practical operation; for no 
community of negroes who have once had arms 
in their hands can again be subjugated to the re- 
straints of slavery. History furnishes no such 
example. The arming of the slave population is 


They could not stay in the field if | 


And yet these things have been | 


_ the end of the institution for all time, and no less | 


the end of this rebellion. 
1 talk not about the Constitution. 


| come, in the hands of the timid lawyers and time- 


serving politicians, a shield between the Govern- 


| ment and the persons and the estates of the rebels. 


| ment to put down this rebellion. 


‘* To such base uses has it come at last.”’ It is 


It has be- | 


continually frustrating the efforts of this Govern- | 


The men who 


| can stand up here and use it for no other, no bet- 


ter purpose, I care not how honored such men may 
be; I care not how long may have been their pub- 
lic service; I care not how illustrious their career; 
the men who come here and in this way destroy 
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of the best of them: 
** Superfluous lags the veteran on the stage.” 

It is time that his departure was signalized. The 
true way to enlist the sympathies of this people 
in behalf of the Constitution of the country is to 
show them that it is no longer to be used for the 
protection of an institution hostile to all its prin- 
ciples. It istime that the people should be taught 
the practical lesson that the great ends for which 
the framers of that Constitution made it, to form 
a more perfect union, promote the general wel- 
fare, and secure and perpetuate liberty, are to be 
thought of inthe uses which politicians shall make 
of the instrument. 

Now, sir, while the timid are disheartened; 
while the disloyal grow bold and threatening and 
riotous; while wicked partisans are striving to 
rise upon the ruins of their country; while a sham 
Democracy are shutting the door in the face of 
northern laborers and southern laborers and the 

| emigrants from Europe to the avenues to the fer- 
tile fields of the South, and trying to perpetuate, 
in the name of human rights, the vilest and most 
infamous aristocracy with which a long-suffering 
country was ever cursed, this most wise and hu- 
mane and necessary measure is rallying around 
the Government, and will bring to its aid a class 
of earnest, thoughtful, conscientious men; of men 
who, however they may be sneered at and de- 
spised, have always fixed the destiny of nations 
and controlled the policy of their age; who have 
established the rights of conscience, fought the 
battles of civil liberty upon a hundred fields, and 
snatched popular rights from unwilling despots; 
Puritans, if you will; Roundheads, if you will; 
whose ancestors were the soldiers and companions 
of Cromwell, who engraved upon their shields 
the motto of ** trust in God;”’ the heroes of every 
age; the masters and conquerors of the aristocrats 
in every controversy which they have sought with 
| them, and where they have brought privilege in 
| conflict with popular rights. These are the men 
| who, with their strong arms, will rally around this 
proclamation and the policy of the Government. 
‘They will sustain it; they will sustain it triumph- 
amtly; they will carry the policy announced in 
this proclamation to its legitimate ends. 

Let me assure gentlemen that the logical conse- 
quences of this controversy do not stop even here. 
We have already provided by a law of Congress 
for the sale of estates for taxes in insurrectionary 
territory. I hope that before the end of this Con- 

| gress we shall pass a law for the seizure and con- 
fiscation of the fee of rebels in their land—a thor- 
oughly constitutional measure, in my judgment— 
not merely of the life estate, but of the whole 
estate. I hope to see the estates of rebels distrib- 
uted, under our homestead law, to emigrants; to 
see them divided in bounties to our soldiers; to 
| see a well-considered system of land laws, in 
which all sales of the public domain in the rebel 
States shall be upon the invariable condition that 
| freedom shall be impressed upon the soil, and that 
| a forfeiture of the estate shall follow the holding 
| or the working of a slave thereon—a perfectly 
| competent condition for the Government to im- 
pose in the sale of its lands, and one which con- 
| flicts with no State law, and interferes with no 
State law for the protection of slavery. They may 
hold the institution, but they shall not hold it upon 


|| the lands of the Government. 


These are some of the bitter but wholesome and 
necessary fruits of this rebellion. They putan end 
to the vilest aristocracy upon which the sun has 
ever shone; and when that is accomplished, no 
child in the distant future, as he plays upon the 
battle-fields of this contest with the bleached bones 
of our soldiers, shall have old traditions satisfy his 
curiosity with the idle and empty sound that, al- 
though liberty has gained nothing, although hu- 
manity has gained nothing, although progress and 
civilization have gained nothing, yet **’twas a fa- 
mous victory!” We want something: more de- 

cisive than barren victory and conquest. The mad- 
ness of the slaveholder has put his institution in 
ourhands. Weare responsible for the use of the 
power with which he, in his folly, has intrusted 
us; and we should see to itthat the basis seer 
equality, and liberty upon which our independ- 
_ence was gained, the basis upon which our Con- 
| stitution was formed, should, by the exercise of 
| our legitimate authority, be so established in this 


the love of every man and his respect for the |! land that, to the end of time, the generations that 
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come after us shall look back and call down bless- 
ings upon this Congress. 

Mr. WRIGHT next addressed the House for 
an hour. [His speech will be published in the 
Appendix. | 

Mr. DIVEN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a 
fow words in relation to the measure before the 
I fous if I can command the attention of the 
House in that effort, I will be fortunate. I have 

) expectation or desire to charm the ear of any 
on by any resort to eloquence or the power of 

ech. I desire, without any unnecessary pro- 
ixity, and through the direct road of thought, to 
say a few words In relation to the measure under 
consideration. 

Early in this contest | discovered that if our 
arms were to be successful, if we were to van- 
quish the enemy opposed to us, if we were to in- 
sade the strongholds of the enemy, and drive 
them from their positions, a large class of people, 
embodying great physical power, would be left 
without any of the control which has hitherto 
commanded und controlled them, and that it would 

come necessary for this Government to provide 
some measure for their support, and perhaps for 
heir employment. 

Instigated by that foresight, as I claim it to be, 

s early as the 4th of June last [ sought to intro- 
duce, as an amendment to the bill then pending 
before this House, a proposition which I will now 
re ad: 

‘ Be it enacted bythe Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President be authorized, by proclamation or otherwise, 
to invite the enrollment of negroes from the States of Vir- 
giuia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
\labama, Mississippi, Lousiana, T'exas, and Arkansas, and 
io enroll the same in the service of the United States, to be 
employed as teamsters, nurses, waiters, or otherwise as non- 


td 


them aid and comfort, shall render any such service as is 
provided forin this act, he, his mother and his wife and 
children, shall forever thereafter be free, any law, usage, 
or custom Whatseever to the contrary notwithstanding 
Provided, That the mother, wife and children of such man 
or boy of African descent shail not be made free by the 
operation of this act except where such mother, wile or 
childreu owe service or labor to some Pp -rson Who, during 
the present rebellion, has borne arms against the United 
States, or adhered to their enemies by giving them aid and 
comfort. 

* Sec. 14. .@nd be it further enacted, That the expenses 
incurred to carry this act into effect shall be paid out of the 
general appropriation for the Army and volunteer 


Thus this law, already existing, protects the 
’ . 
men who have adhered to the Government against 


any interference from the operation of the employ- 
ment of negroes in the service of the Government. 

a : 

Phen there is this further provision: 

* Sec. 15. and be it further enacted, That all persons who 
have been or shall be bereafter enrolled in the service of 
the United States under this act shall receive the pay and 
rations now allowed by law to soldiers, according to their 
respective grades: Provided, That persons of African de 


scent, who under this law shall be ¢ mployed, shall receive 
ten dollars per month and one ration, three dollars of which 


monthly pay may be in clothing.” 


| der consideration they wi 


combatants, or to be mustered into companies, regiments, | 


or other divisions, as to the President may seem proper, to 
be officered with officers of the regular Army, and sub- 
jected to the discipline, rules, and regulations of the Army 
of the United States, to be employed in trenches, garrison, 
and other duty, in such localities as are deemed most un- 
liealthy to unacelimated white men. 

“ Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the enlistinent of 
such uegroes may be for three years, unless the war shall 
sooner terminate, in which case it shall be during the war. 

“ Sec. 3.@8nd be it further enacted, That in case any ne- 
gro enrolling himself shall have a wife or children, and shall 
bring with him to the camps such wife and children, the 
commanding officer may employ such wife, or children of 
suitable age, for cooks, nurses, servants, or Otherwise, as 
to such commanding officer may seem proper, and provide 
such quarters, rations, and clothing, either in or out of the 
camp, for such women and children, as may seem right and 
proper to such commanding officer; but such women and 
children shall at all times be subject to the rules and reg 
ulations of the Army, and to the orders of the officer in 
command. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the pay of every 


negro so enrolled shall be the monthly pay of a private in | 


the regular Army of the United States, but an amount not 
exceeding one half of such wages may be applied to the 
support of children of such enrolled negro, when, in the 
opinion of the officer in command, the services of the wife 
or children of such negro do not amount to enough for their 
necessary support. 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That at the expiration 
of the term of service of any such negro, or upon his be- 
ing honorably discharged, the Government shall, in lieu of 
all other bounty, pay the expense of the emigration of such 
negro, and his wife and children, if any, to Hayti, Liberia, 
orsuch negro Government or colony as such negro may 
elect to emigrate to, and shall provide in such Government 
or colony a home for such negro, with six montis’ support 
for himself and family. 

“Sec. 6, and be it further enacted, Thatif the slaves of 
any person or persons who have been and continued loyal 
to the Government of the United States shall be employed 
and emigrated by the operation of this act, such loyal citi- 
zen or citizens shall be entitled to just and reasonable com- 
pensation for his claim to the service or labor of such slave.”’ 


Early as the 4th of last June, Mr. Speaker, | 
submitted that proposition to the House. I left my 
seat in Congress on the Sth of July. I find—and 
| was only advised of the fact yesterday or the 


Now, Mr. Speaker, the House will understand, 
upon an examination of this law, what the pres- 
ent authority in relation to the employment of ne- 
eroes in the service of the United States is; while 
from the bill Ihave read they will be possessed of 
my opinion of the mode in which they may and 
should be employed. By reference to the bill un- 

j 1! be possessed further 
of the opinions of the mover of that bill in refer- 
ence to changing the existing law. When that bill 
was first before the House I was notaware of the 
passage of the act of July 17, 1862, to which I 
have referred. Had I been in possession of that 
knowledge I should not have regarded this bill of 
as much importance as I did when ignorant of the 


| existence of the present law. I do not regard the 


massage of this law as of paramount importance. 
| do not regard it of sufficient importance to just- 
ify the excitement that it has occasioned in this 
Hall. Ido think the President ought to possess the 


power—and that provision is already made—for | 


the employment of this class of men in the service 
of the United States, in all the positions in which 
they can or ought to beemployed. I do not say 
that there could not be an amendment to that pro- 


| vision which might be beneficial. I prefer the pro- 


visions which are embodied in the amendment I 
offered on the 4th of June. I prefer them for the 
regson that they made provision for the emigra- 
tion of the black men who may have been em- 
ployed in the service of our country. I like them 
in that they not only make provision for such 
persons, but for their children. I like them in 
that they confine the employment of these men 
to those localities which are in rebellion against 


| the Government of the United States, and do not 


apply to the border States which have been loyal 
and have adhered to the Government. 

For these reasons, 1 prefer the provisions of 
that amendment, and for these reasons I shall 


| offer them as an amendment to the bill under con- 


sideration. If this House in its wisdom shall 
reject them, well; if not, I shall not complain. 1 


| know it is difficult to enlist the attention of this 


| magazine. 


House. I know it is difficult to secure the calm 
consideration of this House by any speech I can 
make, free from the passions that control the two 
sections of this body. I know, sir, that the word 
negro cannot be mentioned in this House but that 
it is like drawinga lighted match across a powder 
There is a class of men here who fly 


|| into instant passion when the word is spoken, 


day before—that on the 17th day of July the fol- || 


lowing provisions of law passed this Congress, 
and received the sanction of the President, in a 
bill which has been already quoted by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, namely: 

“Sec. 12. Mind be it further enacted, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to receive into the service 
ot the United States, for the purpose of constructing in- 
trenchments, or performing camp service, or any other 


and they invoke the highest strains of eloquence 
in the denunciation of slavery, and stop notat the 
most extravagant expressions for the purpose of 


| venting their execrations against the upholders 


labor, or any military or naval service for which they may | 


be found competent, persons of African descent, and such 


persons shall be enrolled and organized under such regula- | 
“ons, not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws, as 


the President may prescribe. 


“Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That when any man | 


or boy of African descent, who by the laws of any State 
shall owe service or labor to any person who, during the 
present rebellion, has levied war or has borne arms against 
the United States, or adhered to their enemies by giving 


I 


of slavery. On the other hand, there are those, 
wedded to this institution, who cannot hear the 


| word without invoking the same extravagant ex- 


pressions in denunciation of abolitionism. 

Sir, if this prejudice could be dismissed for a 
time from the Hall, we might calmly look at this 
question. Now, sir, as to the practical question 
whether negroes can be profitably employed to 
put down this rebellion, to restore the Union as 
it was and the Constitution as it is, I desire to sav 
a few words. I desire the attention of the House 
while 1 consider for a short time the question 
whether the adoption of this measure will con- 
tribute to that result. 
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No one, [ apprehend, will doubt but that the ne- 
gro man can be armed. No one, Lapprehend, will 
doubt that his physical strength and power is suf- 
ficient, and that that physical strength and power 
and manhood can be ¢ mployed and wielded for a 
purpose, But then it is said that so strong is the 
prejudice against this race of men that if we em- 
ploy them in our armies a feeling will be aroused 
in the minds of the white soldiers that will make 
them so discontented with the service that they will 
leave it altogether, or give it only a feeble support; 
and that we will lose more in the white soldiers 
than we will gain in the blacks. Again itis said 
that the employment of the black man asa soldier, 


and his training in tlie use of arma, will so instruct 


ft ¢! 


him in his powers as to rr nder him a dangerous 
* the white rac 


» when we shall have put 
1and restored this Government. 
If it be true that by the employment of black 
men in the Army we should lose more by the 
withdrawal of white soldiers than we add to the 
Army by the employment of the black man, then, 
| sir, | am opposed to his employment, and so 
| ought every member of this House to be. If it 
be true that, after we shall have put down this re- 
| bellion, the instruction which the employment of 
the black man in the use of arms will give to him 
will make him a dangerous element of society, 
| dangerous to the white race, then I am opposed 
to his employment; for God knows that through 
my life | will stand up for the race and for the 
nation of men to which I belong. 
I propose now to consider these objections to 
the employment of the black man dispassion- 
ately for a few moments, and see whether he can- 
not be employed in aid of this cause without any 
of the dangerous results that are apprehended. 
| I think that my experience in the time that has 
| elapsed since I left this Hall, and my return to it 
the other day, has afforded me some opportuni- 
ties of testifying in regard to this question that 
are not possessed by every member of this House 
The amendment that [ propose to offer to this bill 
makes provision for the employment of these men, 
and contemplates that they shall first be organ- 
ized. Who, in heaven’s name, but a mad fanatic, 
reckless of human life and of all the endearment: 
of society, would employ the black man without 
organizing and controlling him and subjecting him 
to discipline? Who would place arms in the 
hands of the undisciplined African, to murder his 
masterand mistressand their children? lenvy not 
the heart ofthe man who would be guilty ofsuch an 
act. | sympathize with no such war upon human- 
ity as that. I would not convert this war into 
anything but a civilized war. I would not strip 
it of one of the restraints of the rules of civilized 
warfare. Never; no, never, But cannot we em- 
ploy the African profitably without giving loose 
license to his uncivilized propensitiesand his reck- 
less disposition to rapine and murder? That, sir, 
is the question with me. We can never purchase 
the fiberties of this country and restore and reés- 
tablish the Union by any unhallowed measures of 
rapine and cruelty. [tis by the strong arms of 
our brave, stout-hearted soldiers that this Union 
is to be restored, if it is ever to be restored; and 
that it will be restored I have never doubted and 
do not doubt now. The worst danger to it con- 
| sists in the divisions of those who are devoted to 
it; but I believe that these divisions will, in good 
time, be healed. 

Sir, in my honest judgment, the black man may 
be employed without endangering civil society, 
without violating the rules of civilized warfare, 
and without entailing upon the country any of the 
horrors of savage warfare. Did I not think so 
I would be the last man to advocate these measures. 
They can be employed without trampling upon 
any provision of the Constitution, Did I not 
think so I would be the last man to advocate such 

| ameasure. They can beemployed without impair- 
ing the loyalty of any of the border States. Did 
I not think so I would not advocate any of these 
measures. I think my friends from the border 
States will bear testimony that I have ever been 
true to their interests and sympathized with them; 
and I would like to appeal to them, and ask them 
what they would do with the negroes in South 
Carolina if the white inhabitants had fled from it, 
and we had taken possession of it with our arms? 
Would they leave them to roam unfed and un- 
protected over the fields abandoned by their 
masters? Would they feed them at the national 
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expe e WwW pout ex ing from them any ynsid- 
eration for pe mm fi t ywed upon them? 
Would th nd them into the interior to thers 
ma rs, l W will have nothing todo with 
3 
you; you must follow your masters ¢ In Heav- 
n’ m , what would y yu do with them ? They 
nre mm yout hands; you have drive n their mas- 
ters from them; and it 1s left to you to make pro- 


\ You have nothing else to do. 
You would be inhuman and crucl if you did not 
go it, alter having deprived them of th protection 


n ior them. 


rovernment; for there never was any govern- 


ment for the slaves, save the gov rnment of the 
master, and of that you have deprived them. Sir, 
you can do no more humane act toward them than 
to enroll them in your service and employ them. 
There is no reason why any man under heaven, 
slaveholder or not, should be dissatisfied with that 
use of them. I propose that they shall be thus 
employed; and now the material question ts, to 
what extent can the y b employs d without creat- 


ing any of the evils that haunt the minds of those 


men who lve where the system of siavery is tol- 
erated. That,in my judgment, is 
tion to solve, 


. } | > e . ° 
even from the slave States, who did not admi 


i difficult que - 


I have talked with few loyal men, 


e men might be employed, and profitably 
employed, by the Government. 


> a 1 
Now, as to the extent of their empl 


oyment. 
The amendment that | propose to offer pr vides 
thatthey may be « mploye d in intrenehmertts and 
as nurses and teamsters, I suppose that had it 
si pp d there it would have recs ived the appro- 
bation of every man in this Hall; but I know, and 
we all know, that there are other mean sofemploy- 
ing them, and other occasions on which they may 
be profitably « mployed. We have them in our 
service; we have employed them and adopted a 
system of discipline to control them. Now, hav- 
ne done that, how far can we fo before the ob- 
jections which have been raised to their employ- 
ment shall begin to operate?) We have forts and 
intrenchments where, under the burning sun, 
white men can scarcely stand, If we have organ- 
med Africans in such forts or intrenchments shall 
we notemploy them with handspikes in working 


the guns, with swabs in wiping the guns, or, if 


they are skilled insight,in sighting the gunsagainst 
the enemy? Would you restrict their employ- 
ment so thatin this essential clement of usefulness 
in putting down the rebellion you could not em- 
ploy them? I cannot 


see the wisdom of sucha 
restriction, 
for their employment in the trenches and ditches, 
and as nurses, servants, and teamsters, add the 
words, ‘‘and in such other service as they may 
be found useful in.’’ I would leave itto the offi- 
cers placed ever them to determine when they 
should be used as soldiers and when not. I be- 
believe that the passage of neither of these bills 


would ever marshal the black man into the ranks, 


would ever brizade him in the same brigade, or 
place him in the same division with the white man; 
nut | believe that without that he can be employed 
in the service of the country in putting down this 
rebellion, and profitably employed ,andemployed, 
too, without creating any of the objections which 


have suggested themselves to the minds of those | 


gentlemen who have raised opposition to these 
measures, 


I would, therefore, after providing | 


| quence of any prejudice? 
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to the establishment or to the maintenance of this 


Government by the power of the white soldier. 
But, sir, are we to resort to no measure other than 


' 


mi the last extreme, in aid of the cause of free- 
dom against rebellion? Because the white soldier 
has the power, the patience, the endurance, and 
the perseverance, by sacrifice, to conquer this re- 
bellion, and because we believe in that, have we 
» such measures as are within 
our reach for the purpose of shortening the strug- 
of making more speedy and 
more certain the end of this terrible civil war? Is 
there any one who would advocate the protraction 
of this war while we have within our reach a le- 
citimate power of shortening it? Is it not the first 
duty which we owe to our counts y tomake the war 
as short and decisive as we can? If there be any 
element of power within our reach which we can 


controland bring 


no right to resortt 


vie, for the purpose 


intothe service of loyalty against 
we not criminal in the eyes of our 
ns, and of the world, if we fail to 
clves of it?) Certainly there can be but 
one opinion on this subject. 


Now, then, | 


rebellion, are 
fellow-c1lize 
avail our: 


submit in all candor, and in all 


fairness to my friends from the States where this 
institution of slavery exists, whether, while there 
is a power which the y can wrest from the service 
of rebellion and ap} ly to the service of loyalty, 


while the power to weaken the enemy and strength- 
en ourselves is within our grasp, we should hes- 
itate to avail ourselves of that power in conse- 
Now, sir, [ believe 
that that powcr 1s within our reach, and 1 believe 
it is our duty to avail ourselves of it. 

But we should so control our actions as not 


| to work countervailing evils, that might equal or 


counterbalance the good which we seck to obtain. 
The question is, ean we do it?) Sir, | would not 
encroach on the constitutional right of a Kentuck- 
ian ora Missourian. I would notencroach on the 
constitutional right of any one. 1 would use no 
power in the prosecution of this war, and the put- 
ting down of this rebellion, that would destroy one 
obligation of the citizen to the Constitution of his 
country. But, in Heaven’s name, will any one tell 
me what constitutional obligation is violated, if a 
class of men, deserted by their masters, and left on 


| our hands, are employed against the enemies of the 


country, instead of being fed and pampered in idle- 
ness? Can any one answer me that? | am in favor 
ofemploying these men; and I tell youthat, instead 
of the white soldier complaining or being offended 
at secing the black man toil in the marshy dite 
1 


; 


or on thesun-heated battlements, or swabbing the 


1} guns, he willbe happy at seeing the black man per- 


Sir, | fully concur in the opinion that it will not | 


do to place these black men upon an equality with 
the white soldiers of the land. I would scorn and 
despise as heartily as any man a proposition to 
put ater of black men asa bulwark behind which 
white men were to fight. I would condemn the 
cowardice of the soldier who should seek to place 
such a shield between him and the enemy. 

But, sir, we want all the materials that we can 
command to use against the enemy. I do not 
advocate the employment of these men in the ser- 
vice of the Government because I doubt or ques- 
tion the ability of the white man unaided to put 
down this rebellion. No, sir, I have never doubted 
that power. [ know it exists. I have seen the 
hosts of rebellion and those of freedom meet on 
the ensanguined field, and I have no lingering 
doubt as to the ability of the free white soldiers 
of liberty to cope with the minions of rebellion. 
No trial of strength has ever exhibited any want 
of power or courage on behalf of those who bat- 
tle for freedom less than that of those who battle 
for rebellicn. None. Ido not advocate the em- 
ployment of those men because I decm it essential 


j 





form such service for him. Instead of the white 


| soldier enduring the toil of carrying his own knap- 
| sack, nothing, lL believe,will please him better than 
t 


to have an African regiment, attached toa baggage 


train, tocarry it for him. Instead of the white sol- || 
dier making causeways and clearing the forests, in || 


order thathe and his battalion may march through, 
nothing will please him better than to see an African 
regiment of pioneers go ahead and smooth the 


road over which he isto march. In thisandathou- | 


sand other ways these men may be employed, and 


| would so shape the measure as that they should | 
be employed primarily in this work, and should be | 
engaged in what is regarded as strictly military 


service only in such cases as where, in the judg- 
ment of the commander, they can be profitably 
employed;and such cases will, as we all know, oc- 
casicnally occur. There are times when the pio- 
neers of an army, whose duty it is to go before, 
building bridges, making roads, and toiling night 
and day, are required to perform military service 
in the field. If we impose these duties on black 
men, there may be times when our troops are hard 
pressed, an’ when it may be wisdom and policy 
to employ these blacks in active military service. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
to me for amoment? 

Mr. DIVEN. Certainly. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I have here a Nashville 
paper of the 23d, giving an account of the man- 
ner in which that class of people are employed in 
that neighborhood. I will read an extract: 

« The negroes spoken of have been pressed into service 
to work on the fortifications; they are superintended and 
vigilantly controlled by military authority; kept busily at 
work; receive ten dollars per month as wages, and are fed 
on Army rations, and nothing else. They are clothed in 
the plainest manner, as all can see for themselves who will 


notice them as they pass through our streets in going to and 
returning from their daily task.” 


Will the gentleman yield 


am ge 
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There is no objection to their being employed 
in that way. 

Mr. DIVEN. Now, I put it to my friend from 
‘Tennessee whether, if the army in connection with 
which these men are employed, was sorcly pressed 
by the rebel enemy, and he could resist that pres- 
sure by putting guns in the hands of these men, 
he would hesitate so to employ them? 

Mr. MAYNARD. Certainly I should hesi- 
tate. If 1 concede the gentleman’s premises, of 
course I yield his conclusion. The objection is 
that his premises are all wrong. 

Mr. DIVEN. Then, sir, l simply say that by 
the amendment which I propose it is contem- 
plated to employ black men thus primarily, and 
their employment as an armed force is only con- 
templated in those cases where their immediate 
commanders shall deem their employment essen- 
tial to the service. IL simply want to meet the 
broad question that black men cannot be employed 
in the object of crushing out this rebellion profit- 
ably to the Government, without working evils 
which more than equal the good derived from their 
( mploym«¢ nt. 

Sir, there is no danger of these black men being 
put on an equality with white men. I call espe- 
cially the attention of the author of the bill to one 
fact. lL wantto speak to him as one having some 
experience and some knowledge of what the senti- 
ment and feeling of the white soldier is. The men 
whom 1 have the honor to command possess a 
higher degrve of intelligence than the soldiers ord- 
inarily in service. I believe they enlisted through 
patriotic motives. They know that Lintroduced this 
measure. Tf have conversed, with great freedom, 
with the soldier and with the officer. And while, 
from the information thus gained, I would bear 
ny testimony against dhe policy of officering these 
regiments with black men, and placing them onan 
equality with white men, I would, atthe same time, 
say that I believe our soldiers would have no ob- 
jection, officers or privates, to the employment of 
these men in the manner which | have indicated, 

| even should they be called to fight side by side on 
the ensanguined field. I think it might be a mis- 
take to give them rank as commissioned officers. 
There is no objection to their being sergeants and 
corporals, but they should be prohibited from 
holding higher rank, or else nothing will satisfy 
their ambition short of the holding of a commis- 
sion. If you make them eligible to hold commis- 
sions, depend upon it, nothing else will satisfy 
them; they will contend for them until they re- 
ceive them, And when once you find shoulder 
| straps upon the coat of a negro, he is just as grand 
as the white man who wears the same badge. De- 
pend upon it he will be offended if he does not 
receive, in the quarters of the general in com- 
mand, the same respect, and is not put on an 
equality with the white officer whom business 
calls thither. Now, I have the honor to be the col- 
onel of a regiment, and to wear upon my shoulder 
an eagle; a black regiment has a black colonel; 
he bears the same badge, and has business which 
calls him to the quarters of the commanding gen- 
eral of the brigade; he and I enter together; he 
must be received with all the courtesy and defer- 
ence to rank that is paid to me, or he will go off 
dissatisfied and offended. 

Mr. STEVENS. If the gentleman will read 
the original bill that I introduced, he will see that 
it provides that no commissioned officer shall be 
taken from the ranks of one of these colored regi- 
ments. 

Mr. DIVEN. I wasaware of that, but I thought 
it had been amended. 

Mr.STEVENS. It was amended in deference 
to the opinions of others. Such was the propo- 
sition of the original bill. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The bill, as amended, how- 
ever, necessarily implies that no black man can 
ever become a commissioned officer. 

Mr. STEVENS, I do not know that anybody 
contemplates that these black men shail] be made 
commissioned officers. 

Mr. DIVEN. So I infer from the reading of 
the bill, but | wish to have it so framed as to pre- 
vent the possibility of mischief growing out of 

such a construction. 

Now, then, I am satisfied that if my border 

tate friends, and my Democratic friends, and 


| my Republican friends, will lay aside every con- 
|| sideration, except an honest desire to put down 


\| this rebellion and reéstablish this Union, and will 
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repress their prejudices, as border State men, 
ag inst abolitionists, or the abolitionists will re- 
press their prejudices against slavery, a great ob- 
ject will be accomplished. Let us, for the ume 
being, rise above our prejudices, and permit rea- 
son to rule instead of passion, and we can bring 
forth the powers of this nation in such a manner 
that this rebellion willsurely, certainly ,and speed- 
ily be crushed out. Sir, it is the division among 
the friends of this Government, who want to re- 
store this Union, that I fear; it is not the power 
of the enemies of this Government that | dread. 

In God’s name, let us lay aside those prejudices 
for the moment, and let us strike down with united 
arms these hostile spears that are thrust at the 
nation’s heart. Let us as one man gird up our 
loins to the work of putting down this rebellion, 
and then we can quarre| about our political differ- 
ences hegeafier. Come, let us doit. The Dem- 
ocrat has said he wants to do it; but some of our 
abolition friends are afraid he is not sincere in his 
professions. Let us trust him until his insincerity 
isshown. The abolitionist has said he wants to 
do it, but the Democrat is afraid that that is not his 
object; that he has a paramount object which he 
desires to accomplish in the suppressionofslavery. 
Gentlemen, I repeat, let us first end qhis rebellion, 
let us first strike down this rebel army, let us unite 
together to accomplish that object, ignoring other 
prejudices and all other differences for this occa- 
sion. 

Let me say to my friend from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Wricur] that | am what be says he is not 
and never was. I am a friend of General Mc- 
Clellan. I believe in his ability, and I have ad- 
vocated his generalship. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Let me explain. I said that 
my intercourse with General McClellan had been 
very limited. [I did not say that I was not his 
friend. I said that | had no special interest in him 
personally. 

Mr. DIVEN. The gentleman said, I think, 
that he had never been an advocate of his policy 
and had no particular interest in him. I have been 
a defender of him. I have advocated his policy. 
I have believed in him, and do still. 


ment will fight, and | believe the whole Army will 
fight, as gallantly under any other leader as they 
willunder him. Itisa great mistake to suppose 
that these men who have devoted themselves to 
this cause will give back because they cannot have 
the leader they would choose. No, sir, they will 
fightitthrough. You cannotstopthem. No; bad 
as the roads are, even the mud cannot stop them. 
They will wait until the mud dries up, and then 
they willmarch on. Itisa slow process, I know. 
It isa great obstacle that lies in the way of this 
Union army, but it will be overcome. Trust in 
the stout hearts and strong arms and devotion of 
the American people. They will outride all this 
prejudice and paS8ion which prevail in and con- 
trol these Halls, and will prevail. This Union 


will be restored, and the Representatives of South | 


Carolina and Massachusetts will again meet in 
this Hall and try the conflict of high debate upon 
as honorable terms as they did in the days of Cal- 
houn and Webster. That is not only my ex- 
pectation, but my firm conviction. 


No matter who fights the battles of the country, 
they will be fought. 
this nation that its liberties are to be put down. It 


is not inthe destiny of this nation that our Consti- || 


tution is to be trampled under foot and destroyed, 
either by abolitionists or secessionists. I tell you 


this country will be restored, let demagogues do | 


what they will. 


1 ‘ ° ° e e° | 
The question now for us to decide is, will this 


bill, now under consideration, do anything toward 
the restoration of the Union? It strikes me that 
twill, Itstrikes me that if here is property, here 
is a class of people which we may use to advant- 
age in accomplishing this result. We are not only 
Justified in using them, but we should be criminal 


if we failed to use them for the purpose of short- | 
ening this war; for the purpose of weakening the | 


enemy and of strengthening our power. Common 
sense would dictate, however, that we should so 
use them as to accomplish the greatest good. We 


may employ them so that they may work more | 


mischief than benefit, and we may employ them 
so that they will prove beneficial and disarm them 
of all that is deleteriofis to ourselves. 


3ut I tell | 
you that I will fight, and all the men of my regi- | 


It cannot be | 
helped, no matter whois in command of the Army. 


It is not in the destiny of | 


that—unless there should be some special reason 


I ask the friends of the measure and those who 
oppose it—I ask all—to consider this bill with the 
single view of perfecting it so that we can use these 
men—who are either to be used by us or by our 
enemies—in such way that they shall prove a sup- 
port to freedom and the Union and destruction to 
the rebellion. 

Mr. BIDDLE obtained the floor. 

Mr. STEVENS. Will my colleague allow me 
for a moment only? Ido not want to make a 
8 reech. | 

Mr. BIDDLE. Certainly. 

Mr. STEVENS. I merely wanted to say that 
as it is now four o’clock, it is not probable that we 
shall come to a vote to-day. I suggest, therefore, 


for a longer postponement—I wiil very soon after 
the House meets to-morrow, if | can get the floor, 
move the previous question, and | hope the Llouse 
will sustain me in it. 

Mr. COX. | hope the House will make some 
arrangement by which there shail be no vote taken 
upon this bill this week. Let it go over until 
Monday. Thereare several gentlemen who want 
to discuss it from this side; but, so far as 1] under- 
stand it, we shall be ready to take the vote on 
Monday. 

Mr. DIVEN. Will the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania permit me to offer my amendment? 

Mr. BIDDLE. 1 will yield for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is in order 
at this time. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Let me saya word to my 
acquaintance, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Stevens.} He was the commander of the 
other side in the battle that was fought in this 
Chamber the other night, and he capitulated on 
conditions and terms. He agreed that this bill 


| should be freely discussed, and that the amend- 
| ments should be voted on by the yeas and nays. 
| There is not a more important question than the 


| one now before the House. 


I tell my friends on 


| the other side of the House that the fate of the 


Union depends on it. I hope that there will be 
no previous question called on it. 

Mr. BIDDLE. I will now myself consume 
some of the time allotted to me. 

Mr. COX. I ask the attention of the chairman 


| of the Committee of Ways and Means for a mo- 


ment. I understood the gentleman from Pennsy!}- 
vania to say that he intended to-morrow morning, 


| if he could get the floor, to call for the previous 


| question on this bill. 


| on this side who propose in good faith to discuss 


| 
1 


1 will say to him, in all 
frankness, that there are a number of gentlemen 


it. Let them have to-morrow for that purpose; 
and then we are content that the vote shall be 
taken on Monday or Tuesday. 

Mr. SHEFFIELD. Say Monday, at one 
o’clock. 

Mr. COX. That is too early. || 

A Memper. And the House may adjourn over || 
to-morrow. 

Several Members. We will agree to Monday 
at three o’clock. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois. I object to that. 

Mr. STEVENS. lLask to be heard in response 
to the appeal of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Cox.] lam unwilling to curtail debate on a sub- 
ject of this kind, and I never designed to do so. 


| There will be a great many members absent to- 


morrow, if this subject goes over till to-morrow. 
1 want itto be understood that to-morrow will be 
devoted to discussion, and that no vote will be ta- 
ken, so that members who desire to be absent to 
attend to business, can do so. I want that to be 
understood, and I want it also understood that of 
Monday | shall call the previous question when I 
can get the floor. 

A Memsem ‘That does not give time enough 
for the discussion. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
for the discussion. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Say that 
the vote shall be taken on Monday, at four o’clock. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have not fixed any hour. 
If that be the general understanding I submit 
to it. 

The SPEAKER. What is the understanding, 
that the Chair may state it? 

Mr. STEVENS. That to-morrow be devoted 
to the discussion of this subjectexclusively. That 
those whodo not desire to come here,and who may | 
be employed elsewhere, may remain away. Then |! 


It gives all day to-morrow 
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I propose to call the previous question when [ can 
get the floor on Monday. 

Mr. COX. The only understanding is that to- 
morrow shall be devoted to the discussion of this 
subject. 

Mr. STEVENS. No, sir. 

Mr. COX. There is no understanding further 
than that—that there will be no vote to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. Is the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania agreed to—that to- 
morrow shall be devoted to the discussion of the 
bill, and that the previous question shall be called 
on Monday ? 


Mr. cox. I object to the latter part of it. I 


| do not object to to-morrow being devoted to the 


discussion of the bill. I do not agree to the call- 
ing of the previous question on Monday. 

TheSPEAKER. Then there is no understand- 
ing. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask my colleague [Mr. 
Bippie} to yield to me that a bill may be reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
passed at this time. Itis necessary that it should 
be passed at this time, if at all. 

Mr. BIDDLE. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is Senate bill No. 458, to 
amend an act entitled **An act for the collection 
of the direct taxes in the insurrectionary districts 
of the United States, and for other purposes,”’ ap- 
proved June 7, 1862. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 
examine that bill, and I object, 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I give notice 
that, at the proper time, I shall offer the follow- 
ing amendment, | suppose that this bill is to pass 
in some shape. 


I want to 


It is desirable, if it should pass, 
that it should be made acceptable to all sides of 
the House, as far as possible. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Stevens] promises to 
let me offer my amendment, which, | think, will 
tend to thatend. It is as follows: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained or in the rules 
or articles of war shall be so construed as to authorize or 
permit any officer of African descent to be appointed to 
rank, or to exercise military or naval authority over white 
officers, soldiers, or men in the military or naval service of 
the United States; nor shall any greater pay than ten dol- 


| lars per month and rations be allowed or paid to privates 


or laborers of African descent which are or may be in the 
military or naval service of the United States. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 


| rolled Biils, reported that they had examined, and 


found truly enrolled, an act (H.R, No. 561) in re- 
lation to commissioned officers of the United States 
revenue cutter service; andan act (EZ. R. No. 409) 
to provide for the payment of expenses incurred 
by the marshal of Boston forrepairs to the United 
States court-house, when the Speaker signed the 
same. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois. I understood the 
Chair to announce to the House the proposed un- 
derstanding of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
Will the Chair repeat it? 

The SPEAKER. It is that to-morrow shall 
be devoted to discussion, and that the vote shall 
be taken on Monday. 

Mr. COX. There was no agreement about 
anything being done on Monday. 

The SPEAKER. Is the understanding ob- 
jected to? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I object. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. lask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to urge that the 
vote shall be taken on Monday at three o’clock. 

Mr. STEVENS. I agree to that. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I do not agree. 
I‘call for the regular order of business. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I give notice that I will 
offer the following amendment: 

Provided, That no recruiting stations shall be established 
in the States of Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, Ken 
tucky, Tennessee, or Missouri; wor shall the slaves res 
ident in those States be enlisted or received as volunteers ; 
nor shall said regiments be employed or stationed in said 
States. 

Mr. PORTER gave notice of the following 
amendment: 

Nor shall persons of African descent, owing service or la- 
borto loval inhabitants of States whose constituted anthor- 
ities maintain their allegiance to the United States, be re- 
cruited or received into the military or naval service. 


Mr. DIVEN gave notice of the following sub- 


| stitute: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
the President be authorized, by proclamation or otherwise, 
to invite the énroliment of negroes from the States of Vir- 








et tt OT eae Se 
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a. South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, 


me in the service of the United States, 





to be em d as teamseters, nurses, waiters, or otherwise 
ts non-combatants, or to be mustered into companies, regi 
n ther divisions, as to the President may seem 
proper, to be officered with officers of the regular Army, and 
subjected to the discipline, rules, and regulations of the 
Army of the United States, to be employed in trenches, gar 


rison, and other duty, in such localities as are deemed most 
mbealthy to unacclimated white men. 
Re 2. And be it further enacted, That the enlistment of 
ich negroes may be for three years, unless the war shall 
sooner terminate, in which case it shall be during the war. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in case any negro 
r himself shall have a wife or children, and shall 
bring with him to the camps such wife and children, the 
imanding officer may employ such wife or children, ot 


enrolling 





uitable age, for cooks, nurses, servants, or otherwise, as 
to such commanding officer may seem proper, and provide 
quarters, rations, and clothing, cither in or out of the 
unp, for such women and children, as may seem rightand 
vr to such commanding officer; but such women and 
iren shell at all times be subject to the rules and regu 
itions of the Army, and to the orders of the officer in com 
ill I 


Se 1. And be it further enacted, That the pay of every 


so enrolled shall be the monthly pay of a private in 


gular Army of the United States, but an amount not 
reeeding one half ofsuch wages may be applied to the sup- 
portof children ot such enrolled negro, when, in the opin 


n of the officer in command, the 


ren of st 


services ot the wite or 
ich negro do not amount to enough for their 
necessary support 

Seo. 5, Andhe it further enacted, That at the expiration 

i the term of service of any such negro, or upon his being 
honorably discharged, the Government shall, in lieu of all 
ther bounty, pay the expense of the emigration of such 
and his wife and children, if any, to Hayti, Liberia, 
or such negro government or colony as such negro may elect 
~to emigrate to, and shall provide in such government or 
for such negro, with six months’ support for 
himself and family. 

Seo. 6. And be it further enacted, That if the slaves of 
any person or persons who have been and continued loyal 
to the Government of the United States shail be employed 
and emigrated by the operation of this act, such loyal citi 
zen or citizens shall be entitled to just and reasonable com- 
pensation for his claim to the service or labor of such slave. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, the 
amendments proposed were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. There is no understanding, 
then; and I give notice that to-morrow when I get 
the floor, I shall call for the previous question. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Mr. Speake r, I could the bet- 
ter afford to yield the floor as often as l have done, 
because | intend that the remarks which I will 
submit shall have, even with the other side of the 
House, at least one merit, the merit of brevity. 
At the last session (March 6, 1862) I took occa- 
sion to offer some remarks upon the policy of rais- 
ing negro armies, and having thus put my views 
upon the record, I shall not now inflicta repetition 
of them upon the House. 

Indeed, sir, this is a subject that rises above ar- 
gument. = peculiar position of the negro in 
this country is not a matter to be demonstrated and 
explained by ries al ratiocination. It is a matter 
of sentiment; it is a matter of instinetand feeling 
arising out of the relations between a superior and 
an inferior race. 
and knows it and understands it; and those of you 
who would attribute it to prejudice acknowledge 
the existence of this feeling just as much as those 
who attribute it to natural causes. 

When you attempt to disturb that natural rela- 
tion of inferiority and subordination; when you 
attempt to put the inferior race on an equality with 
or, as some would do, above the superior face; 
then for the first time begins that antagonism 
which disturbs the harmonious relations which 
may otherwise exist between them. 

Now, I never oy anybody doubt the prop- 


} 
ity? 
a 


negro, 


colony a home 


osition laid down by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Diven] that the negro may be prop- 
erly employed in many offices which may spare 


the stre neth and contribute to the convenience of 
our gallant soldiers. But what you propose by 
this bill is to Lanne aw them from those very 
functions, and | 
array, and so to invest them with rank as that, 
unless this bill is amended, 
colonel, who may have served fr om the beginning 
of this war, or for twenty years previous, shall 
be subordinate, if he comes in contact with him, 
to the negro colonel, who may be appointed the 
day this “bill goes into effect. Sir, there is no 


statesmanship in the legislation that thus ignores | 
the sentiments, or, if you please, the deep- -rooted | 


prejudices of a whole nation. Our armies may 
well find employment for some negro servants 
and camp followers, if they are not so numerous 
as to be a clog or a wardens but I have yet to 


learn thatany considerable number of our soldiers 


Every American-born feels it | 


ring them together in military | 


a gallant lieutenant 
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| any knowledge of wl 
|; my own district, just 


Sediin to inne their military functions with ne- 
groes. . 

But, Mr. S; s not particularly in that 
connection that I wish now to discuss this subject. 
| desire to look at this project to raise a negro 
army for a longer period of enlistment than is now 
provided for soldiers of the white army in an- 
other connection. I desire to consider it in its re- 
lations to public liberty. We all know the aver- 
sion to standing armies which we have inherited 
from our British ancestor 
been somewhat mitigated in this country by the 
belief that our armies of volunteers, 
citizens who have laid aside 


Sneaker. it l 


cer, it 


that character for a 


That aversion has | 


composed of | 


brief period only, can never be employed to over- | 


throw that civil liberty to the enjoyment of which 
they expect very speedily to return. But the dis- 
position which has appe ared | in so many instances 
of late to deprive citizens of those guarantees of 
liberty and lantie e which belong alike to the in- 
nocent and the guilty; the attempt to infringe the 
civil liberty of the citizen throughout all the land 
under the licentious plea of military necessity, 
where, in fact, there is none, calls upon us to look 
narrowly to all projects for the organization of & 
force of this pecul iar chars r. 

I have a letter in my  paaieet which I received 
day before yesterday, in which a friend informs 
me that his relative, a man in civil life, has for 
three months been held in confinement by military 
eee and that neither he nor his family have 
he is accused. In 
before the last election, a 
gentleman of h igh standing and character, a house- 
holder, a father of a family, having as much stake 
in the security of the Government as any man, 
Mr. Ingersoil, was arrested by the military power 
because the sentiments he expressed in a speech 
at a public meeting did not suit the taste of a 
young lieutenant of volunteers, who was dignified 
with the title of ** provost marshal of Philadel- 
phia! 

And the papers of to-day and yesterday make 
known to the country the excitement which now 
exists in myc ity because the proprie tor of a jour- 


iat offease 


nal has been seized and kidnapped, and it sup 


pressed by soldiers under, | suppose, the same 
authority. 
Now, sir, these instances of military usurpation 


committed where the due course of justice has | 


never been otherwise disturbed, are, in my judg- | 
ment, nothing else but grossacts of illegal violence 
which a citizen has aright toresist with that law- 
ful force with which he may repel the paiehae, | 
the highway robber, or any other aggressor upon | 


| his rights. 


| Union man of the South. 


| meant for white men. 
| Pennsylvania long ago. 


| tive what the law is, 


| be in turn exposed. 


| 


When you come to consider this project of rais- 
ing a standing army not of American citizens, 
cherishing the rights which are their birthright in 
that characte r, but an army of negroes and slaves, 
I say every man who considers that dispassion- 
ately may perhaps find reason to dread that while 
they may avail very little as an organized aymy 
against the South, the y may prove fit instruments 
of tyranny atthe North. Your black janizaries, 
your negro army, may, perhaps, prove an inven- 
tion which may return to plague the inventors. | 
know it is the cant of the 8 to call the negro the 
Sir, | presume he knows 
little and cares little for the Government whose 
privileges were never meant for him. They were 
Such was our decision In 

We framed our Consti- 
tution to meet that construction. Such has been 


| the construction of the courts of the United States 


with, I believe, little even of dictum to the con- 

ry, except what may be found ina lately pub- 
lished opinion of the Attorney General. And it 
is one of the remarkable features of the times that 
the Attorney General of to-day find@it a part of 
the function of his office not to advise the Execu- 
but to make law to suit the 
occasion. 

The gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Waps- 
worTH,} who addressed the House to-day with 
his usual eloquence, showed the inhumanity of 
clothing the negro with the military character for 
the purpose of pressing him upon the cruelty of 
the infuriated white man of the South, which, it 
is boasted here, we will rival by a no less fero- 
cious retaliation, to which our own soldiers may 
Now, sir, I do not intend 
to vote to complicate this civil war by making it 
a war of races. If you do so, you will paint the 








NAL GLOBE. 


|| country ! 
| contentment represents that great question in its 
| true importance 
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nacelles picture in the pbc of time, ida which 
our children will be ashamed to look upon. It 
will not be like the picture which adorns our 
stairease here, which a gentleman lately criticised 
on this floor in a way that showed, I think, that 
its import had escaped him. That picture, sir, 
is the great historical picture of this perverse an d 
stiff-necked generation. Go and look at it. You 
will see old age and youth, fathers, mothers, sons, 
and daughters, going out to people the desert, and 
plant new commonwealths in the wilderness. But 
what is the principal figure in that picture? A 
negro! With artistic skill the able artist has 
made in that picture the central figure a negro, 
yet subordinate, humble, natural in his whole 
position; but yet there he is, the central figure, 
That picture represents, to my eye, the atte mpt 
to introduce slavery into the Territories, from 
which your Republican party boasts it saved the 
That picture of peace, prosperity, and 


Paintacompanion picture—if thisimpoverished 
Government ever gets money enough to pay for 
one—paint, and dip your bri ish in blood, the re- 
sults of that infe rnal negro polic y which gentle- 


| men rise up here and boast of, as what they have 





given to us in the place of that peaceful Union 
which we once enjoyed. 

Sir, the President has warned us that the hum- 
blest in this Congress will have to answer to pos- 
terity for our acts. Sir, I have little expectation 
of standing long before that tribunal; but as | ex- 
pect to stand be ‘fore the higher one before which 


| all mortals shall appear, I “would not for all the 


political honors this divided country could bestow 
recall one fy or change one expression, at least 
in substance, by whic h my steady, uniform op- 
position to this frantic negro policy has been ex- 
pressed from the hour I first turned my attention 
to the performance of the functions to which my 
constituents called me. Sir, we might have waged 
this war upon the sure old prine iple—divide and 
conquer. Never was there a fairer chance for it 
than with the s southern people ** precipitated i into 
a revolution,” as one of their intriguers said. But 
we have played into their hands. With this ne- 


|| gro policy we have united the South and divided 





| States during the Revolution. 





the North. Fanatiéism, reaching to an insanity 
that is commonly put in asylums, has with us 
taken the direction of affairs, and its last mad 
freak is the bill before us. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to 
take up the time of the House very long, nor for 
| the purpose of making, as gentlemen phrase it, a 
**setspeech.’’ I want to cz ‘all the attention of the 
House, and especially of the present occupant of 
the chair, [Mr. McPuerson,] to the remarks 


| made by him in reference to the employment of 


negroes in the Revolutionary war. I regret, sir, 
that you have been elevated to the chair at this in- 
opportune time, but I have no doubt that you can 
retire with grace,to repel anything that | may say 
that is either untrue in history, or that involves 

a false inference. If I understand you, sir, you 
argue that there was a settled policy in revolu- 


tionary times for the reception of negroes into 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


our service. That is not correct. ‘A careful 
reading of history will show it. (Mr. McPner- 


son here left the chair, calling Mr. SHerrieip 
thereto.] I am perfectly willing, Mr. Speaker, 


to agree with the gentleman, that negroes were 
here and there used in the Revolution. There 
were a number of instances where there were 
some employed—not in regiments or brigades, as 
is claimed here; but many blacks, and, perhaps, 
several companies of negroes were ‘used 1 in various 
The most con- 
spicuous instance was that of Rhode Island. She 


| called over three hundred at one time, when there 
| was an overpowering necesssity for every man 


in that little colony to be raised; but, sir, these 
were sporadic cases, here and there a negro; here 
and there, and but rarely, a company. There 
was no system of colonial policy by which black 
men were organized into our revolutionary army. 
There were some black men in the army in de- 
| spite of law and orders against it; some who were 
enlisted when there was no law on the subject, 
and in a few cases there were black men enlisted 
under the law of certain of the colonies; but I be- 
lieve all this was done under the protest of the 
Continental Congress. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I donot wish to interrupt 
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the gentleman; but I shall be very glad to have a 
few minutes, after he has finished his speech, to 
give my version of the facts of the case. 

~ Mr. ALDRICH, (in his seat.) The gentleman 
from Ohio will please furnish us with the protest 

Mr. COX. I will furnish the proof directly. 
The only a uthentic return, which research can 
discover, of negroes ¢ mploye “din the Re volution, 
is one made on the 24th of August, 1778, on the 
call of the Continental Congress, and the whole 
number of ne groes present in the Army then, of 
all conditions and grades of service, was seven 
hundred and fifty-five, of which five hundred and 
eighty-six were reported as present. I know not 
how they were used particularly; but doubtless 
they were used as servants, or boot-blacks, or 
teamsters, or private soldiers. If the gentleman 
has anything more authentic, I would like to 
see it. 

But, as I see my friend from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Dawes] listening with some interest to this 
matte ry / will call attention to the revolutionary 
policy of Massachusetts on this subject. The 
lr that State has gone home witha carte 
blanche in his pocket to raise negro soldiers, if I 
may use that term, carte blanche, with reference 
to this black business. 

Mr. ALDRICH, (in his seat.) Carte black. 

Mr. COX. Yes, very black. I kuow itis the 
supposition among persons who do not under- 
stand the meaning of this matter, that the object 
of Governor Andrew is to raise all the negroes he 
can and ship them out of his State. I know he 
refused to have other negroes come into his State 
from the South. Now, sir, Massachusetts hasa 
very peculiar record in reference to this matter of 
nezroes in the Revolution. 

Mr. ALDRICH here made some remark which 


did not reach the reporters. 


Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman’s remark was made | 


in order I might reply to it. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, as early as 1774 this sub- 
ject was so talked about as to be brought to the 
notice of the Continental Congress. It was talked 
about by some of the humanitarians of that day. 
They wanted to use the negroes, not so much for 


the purpose of defending colonial independence | 


as for the purpose of fighting for negro liberty. 
There were men then not unlike the ge nileman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Lovesoy.] Yesterday, when 
trying to disguise the fact that he was for waging 
this war for negro liberty, before he got through 


» paragraph, ‘he confessed the whole truth by 
say ing: 


Sut,? say gentlemen, ‘ you want to do away with 
slavery.’ Certainly. ‘Why?’ Because in suppressing the 
rebellion and preserving the Union it is necessary as a 
means, and not as an end; although God knows the means 
are just such means as I desire to be used. We gain a 
double object. - That I never deny.” 


‘**A double object,” is it? I think, sir, that the 
dominant portion of the party on the other side 
have had a double object from the beginning. A 


double object in this matter meaas duplicity. At | 


the extra session of this Congress, on the 22d of 
July, 1861, they voted for one particular line of 
policy upon which this war was to be conducted. 
They then seemed to have a single object; but 
since that time they have pe rverted, or, if you 
please, doubled that object. This billis of a piece 
with their whole policy. I believe, Mr. Speaker, 


what I think is now the general sentiment of the | 


people, that that policy has a hidden object; and 
this bill, as a part of it, is intended to make this 
Union utterly impossible. There is no union in 
a bill of this character 

Mr. ALDRICH, (in his seat.) Oh, no. 

Mr. COX. If the gentleman from Minnesota 

wants to make any re marks he had better get up 
and make them. He is making himself ‘supremely 
ridiculous by sitting there and gossiping away. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Oh, no. 

Mr. COX. 
way when he has been upon the floor. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I hope the gentleman will 


pardon me. 


Mr. COX. Well, I will, if you will now take | 


your seat and keep quiet. You have not treated 
me with proper respect since I rose. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the gentleman chooses to 
attack me, he will yield for an explanation, I sup- 
pose, 

Mr. COX. No,sir; I do not yield. The gen- | 
tleman has sat there sreering car 


I have never troubled him in that | 


i 
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remarks from the beginning. | have aright to 
talk here without such interruption, 

I say that I believe th object of gentlemen in 
forcing this bill here is to bring about 
make final and forever, a dissol 


or rather 
tron of the Union. 
This is our justification for the extraordinary pro- 
ceedings the other night, when we were determ- 
ined to use all the means which the laws of this 
House gave, to prevent the passage of a law like 
this, which is aimed at the national life. 

The gentlemé n from the borde r States here ,z7en- 
tlemen from Kentucky and Ohio—for there are 
two sides to the border—understand very well the 
hidden meaning and certain effect of this bill. Ev- 
ery man along the border will tell you that th 
Union is forever rendered hopeless if you pursue 
this policy of taking the slaves from their masters 
and arm them in this civil strife. 
keepaliveand aggravate thisali 
which had its beg~inning in hate, and would have 
its end in vengeance. I stated, as my reason for 
the part I took in the proceedings of our eighteen 


it will only 
nation of sections, 


hours’ session, that this bill was a part of the plot 
to drive the border slave States out of the Union, 
or to place them in such hostility to the Govern- 
ment as to hurl our armies at their throats and 
I have been confirmed 
inmy belief by the statements of the eloquent mem 
bers from Kentucky, as well as by the course of 
the discussion on the other side. 

But, sir, the interruptions | have met with from 
gentlemen in their seats have led me from the only 
obje ct I had in rish 

There is no analogy, as I was proceeding to 
show, between the use of negro soldiers in the 
Revolution and their use in the present time. 
Why? Because, in the Revolution, negroes were 
used—when used at all, and that very rarely—on 
the side of their loyal masters, and with their full 
consent. They stood by their side to defend colo- 
nial independence, not to strike for their own free- 
dom. They were not then sought to be reduced 
to fiends, to bring about San Domingo insurrec- 
tion. They were used to defend our own policy, 
our own Government. No social system was 
then sought to be uptorn. No labor system was 
then to be destroyed. When such objects were 
hinted, prompt protest was entered against them. 
I was about to proceed to that when the unseemly 
interruption which I encountered from the gentle- 
man from Minnesota occurred. ‘This matter was 
brought before the Continental Congress in Octo- 


Strangie thet pollicai tlie, 


ber, 1774, ina formal suggestion of * the propriety 
that, while we are attempting to free ourselves 
from our present embarrassments and preserve 


| ourselves from slavery, we also ought to take into 


consideration the state of circumstances of the 
negro slaves in this Province.’’ A motion was 
made in the Congress for acommittee to take the 
subject into consideration. This produced some 
debate. When the question was put, ** whether 
the matter should now subside?’’ it passed. The 
matter subsided. 

In May, 1775, there was a committee of safety, 
upon which were Hancock, Warren, and others, 
who considered this matter, and with the purest 
patriotism embodied their judgment in the follow- 


| ing resolution: 


‘That it is the opinion of the committee, as the contest 
now between Great Britain and the Colonies respects the 
liberties and privileges of the latter, which the Colonies are 
determined to maintain, that the admission of any persons 
as soldiers into the army, only such as are freemen, is in 


| consistent with the principles to be supported, and would 


reflect dishonor on this Colony; and that no slaves be ad 
multed into the army on any consideratio# whatever.” 

Has Massachusetts progresse od or degenerated 
since that significant resolve? 

This resolution was communicated to the Pro- 
vincial Congress on the 6th of June, 1775. It was 
read and tabled, because the Provincial Congress 
would not even consider the proposition for or- 


| ganizing and arming a servile race in the war of 


Independence. 

But the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
McPuerson] quotes the great name of Washing- 
ton to sustain this bill ofabomination. Let us con- 
sult the t@ath of history. Washington tookcom- 


| mand of the army on the 3dof January, 1775; and 
| in regular instructions to the recruiting officers in 


| 


Mfissachusetts, issued from his headquarters at 
Cambridge, on the 10th of July, he prohibited the 
enrollment of any ‘‘negro”’ in the army. The 
same action was taken in subsequent pe riods of 


laughing at my | the revolutionary history. Ata council of war, 
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ld at Washington's headquarters on the 8th 
of October, 1775, where Washington was pres 


ent, with Generals Lee, Putnam, Heath, Gates 
(at re 


: 
» and others, the question was proposed, 


| 
ar 


whethet it was advisable to enlist auy negroes in 
the new army; and if so, whether there should be 
any distincton between such as are slaves and 
those whoare free.’’ It was agreed unanimously, 
says the historian, to reject all slaves, and, by a 
great majority, to reject negroes altogether. Will 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McPurr- 
son] bring any authority toshow that Washington 
ever reconsidered that determination? [know that 
afte rwards, on one occasion, in the case of certain 
negroes who had been in the army, and had served 
insome situations,and served faithfully by the side 
of their friends and masters, and whose reénlist- 
ment was urgently desired, he did make an ex- 
ception; but his general and fixed policy, as well 
as that of the Congress, was against the use 
of negroes in the military service. Gentleme 
have been led into their historical mistakes on 
this subject by finding such exceptional cases, 
and exaggerating them in the foe of their own 
fancies. So, in the present war, black soldiers 
have been used in Louisiana, it is said, by Gov- 
ervor Moore, on the rebel side; and there may 
have been a few employed on the Chickah« miny, 
who may have shot some of our soldiers there. 
And gentlemen have rashly mferred from this that 
there Is a general system of organizing negroes 
for soldiers in the confederate army. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Lask the gentleman from 
Ohio whether he can speak as 


or fi ulsity ; 


to the correctness 
if the statement which I see in the news- 
papers, that it has been decided by the war de- 
partment at Richmond thatany person in the rebel 
States having any white blood in his veins is 
looked upon as liable to conseription, thus revok- 
ing the rule of law and practice, with the evident 
purpose of drawing mulattoes of every hue into 
the military service ? 

Mr. COX. If that is the case, they have, since 
this war began, reversed entirely the status of the 
\rrican descendants. Ihave no knowledge of any 
such decision as that referred to by the gentleman, 
Certainly L would not pre dicate legislation here, 
on any such decision, even if it was more than 
rumor, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio allow me to state a fuct? When the army 
under General Bragg left the town where | live, 
attheapproach of Buell, last September, some sick 
officers were left behind. I conversed with them, 
because | had heard it stated that the rebels were 
employing the slaves in the army, and | was as- 
sured by them—and they were gentlemen although 
they were rebels—that the statement was untrue, 
that there was nota single negro employed asa 
soldier in their army, though there were negroes 
in it employed as servants and waiters. I state 
this on their authority, and I believe they told the 
truth, 

Mr.COX. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. McPuerson] does not give any authority 
for his statement, except that he has seen it in 
the newspapers. 

Mr. McPHERSON. [donot assert that fact, 
but there are other facts which | me ay asse rt intl he 
discussion. I do not know what the authority is 
for that statement. 

Mr. COX. I do not generally act myself on 
these unofficial assertions. When an order to that 
effect is issued from the confederate government 
it will be time enough to consider what our action 
shall be, by way of retaliation. 

Mr. MePHERSON. I understood that the 
order had been issued. " 

Mr. COX. But, Mr. Speaker, there is this diffi- 
culty in beginning this system of negro enlistment. 
It has, no doubt, occurred to many gentlemen on 
the other side of the Chamber. It is this: if we 
employ negroes as soldiers, and they are not em- 
ployed on the rebel side, our negro soldiers, if 

captured by the enemy, will be turned over tothe 

States South for punishme nt, not according to 
the. military code, but according to the laws of 
those States. Thus we would place the negroes 
in great peril perhaps of life, without having any 
means on our part adequately to redress their 
wrongs. 

Moreover, the confederate States, if they have 
not begun this business of e »nlisting colored men 
will not treat our black soldiers as the equals of 
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their whit diers or of our white soldiers; and 
the rest will be, as many negroes at the North 
- irewd enough to foresee, that they will, if 
é d, receive vone ot the advantages of the 
law if war, but all the terrible conseq ences of 
| outlawed from the international code, sla- 
very, imprisonment, and perhaps death. And 
how, sir, can we retaliate for any such Injuries OF 
outrages? As the gentleman from Kansas ar- 
gued the other day, and as Vattel argued before 
lin, a rebellion, when formidable, demands, in 
the name of humanity, the observance of the laws 


of civi 


} 


Hang 


lized warfare, the laws of moderation and 
There is a distinct society, organized de 
facto, in the South; and the laws of war obtain the 


same as between two nations with regard Lo pris- 


oners of war. ‘These men in the South have the 
power, and although it may have been obtained 
wrongetelly and outrareou ly, we must legisiate 
ou the fact us they exist. We mu not shut 


@iur eyes to the fuct that they are a power so for- 
Midable that we cannot, as an act of humanity to 
our soldiers, refuse to observe the laws of war, 
would interpret them, but as they ais 

may interpret them. No genuine friend of thre 
negro would try to persuade him to take the posi- 
ing how the 
confederate government has determined to treat 
negro soldiers The men who would try to dra- 
goon him into that position are not his friends. 


noLas we 


tion of a soldier in our Army, know 


this conflict, will 
bitterly curse thi very men who scem most to 


The poor negro, if he survive 


champion him, but whose championship has in 
it more of political consideration than of gener- 
ous feeling 

Mr. El Ww. ARDS. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him «a question? 

Mr. COX. 1 wiil he 
tion. 

r. EDWARDS. I understand the gentleman 
that if these black soldiers in our Army should 
be ¢ iptured by the enemy and be handed over to 
treated as felons and 


ar the gentleman’s ques- 


the civil authorities to be 
their lives 
ywn to the rules of civilized war- 
fare, that the United States Government would 
have no reme dy. 

Mr. COX. What is your remedy ? 

Mr. EDWARDS. Retaliation. 

Mr. COX. Retaliation—that is a rule which 
will soon turn this into a barbarous war. It has 
no limit—no law. It has but one end—bloody 
eXtermination. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 1 would hang or shoot one 
of their soldiers every time they hung or shot one 
o! ours. 

Mr. COX. But suppose that they took the 
black soldiers they captured and made slaves of 
them; what would the gentleman do then? Do 
you not remember what President Lincoln said 
to those Chicago preachers who called upon him to 
issue his proclamation? Do you remember what 
he said in reference to the free negroes captured 
by the rebels at Hs eo Ferry ? Hesaid, ** what 
can Ldo? Mr. Greeley complains that I do not 


ited them not kik 


do something to reclaim them, or revenge them. | 


But what canI do?’ Lask the gentleman what 
could he have done? What has the President 
done to bring back those free negroes captured at 
Harper’s Ferry by the Rebels? Would you have 
him retaliate apon white re! 
the captured negroes? You will answer, Yes. 
Then what? Retaliation again from them upon 
our white soldiers, and so on, until the war be- 
comes unbearable to the Christian world and an 
outrage upon all civilized codes. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I answer the gentleman that, 
under the laws of war, this Government is author- 
ized to treat those whom we capture in battle as 
those captured from us are treated by the enemy. 
I ask the gentleman from Ohio, now, whether if 
Jefferson Davisshould carry out his threats against 
those he has captured from us and subject to ig- 
nominy our white officers, it would not be the duty 


els because the 'y abuse 


of this Government to visit the same penalties | 
upon the rebel officers whom we have captured | 


from them? 
Mr. COX, 

which properly to defend our officers who are cap- 

tured. Such outrages will correct themselves. 


Bat would the gentleman pursue a policy which | 


would aggravate the war, by causing our white 
men to be. punished in return for the punishment 
of rebel white soldiers, who might be punished in 


taken, or any other cot sequence vis- } 


I know of no other way now by | 





retaliation for the punishment of our negro sol- 
diers who may be captured? I will remind 

genticman that there are a great many difiiculttes 
in the way of carrying out his theory. This isa 
formidable rebellion, so formidable as to be able to 
interpret practionlly the law of nations. Whether 


| right or not, the rebel rulers hold that the use of 
slaves by us is an outrage upon the lawsof civil- 


ized warfare. If they act on that doctrine, again 
l ask, with the Executive, what are we to do 
about it? This Government once undertook to 
punish certain men as pirates. ‘They were putin 
prison, tried, convicted, and, ‘I believe , sentenced 
to death. But we were advist d that the South 
would retaliate; and they did. They placed some 
of our best officers in prisons, and held them as 
What did our Government do? Did it 
hang the pirates? Whynot? Itbacked squarely 
out of its position. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman will permit 
me, | want to say that not one of these men were 
sentenced, 

Mr. COX. Why were they not sentenced? 

Mr. KELLEY. There was no final judgment 
against any of them; there were motions for new 
trials pending in all the cases at the time this ar- 
rangement was made. 

Mr. COX. Ah! Whaitarrangement was made 
by which these men were not hung? 

Mr. KELLEY. That 1 cannot tell. 

Mr. COX. ‘They were exchanged*as prison- 
ers of war. ‘The Government could not help it. 
[ do not for that complain of the Government. 
it was an inexorable necessity. There are some 


felons. 


| things that even the Government cannot do. The 
| President said well when Greeley complained of 


the President because he did not protect the free 
negroes captured at Harper’s Ferry? ** What can 
I do??? A President that cannot fo fifty miles 


south of his capital is limited de facto as to his 


power, though de jure his aut hority may run to 
the Gulf. This is, I repeat, a formidable rebel- 
lion. It interposes formidable obstacles in the 
way of your plans for making black soldiers, 


| which it will be well to heed. You must cease 


| underrating this rebellion. 








| ciety, p. 7 
| disposed of as follows: 


You must take into 
consideration the fact that this southern confed- 
eracy has a power of checking and retaliating; 
otherwise you will so imperil our white soldiers, 
to say nothing of the blacks, that the Army will 
lack im recruits and lose its efficiency. 

Bat | have been diverted from my main object. 
I did not intend to refer to anything except to the 


|| historical question connecte <d with the use of ne- 


revolutionary war. I could bring 
proof after proof that, as a system of policy, the 
negroes were ruled out of our revolutionary strug- 

gle. On the 18th of October, 1775, a committee | 
of conference, consisting of Dr. Franklin, Benja- 

min Harrison, and ‘Thomas Lynch, with the dep- 

uty Governors of Connecticut and Rhode Is sland, | 
and the committee of the Council of Massac hue 
setts Bay, met at Cambridge to confer with Gen- 
eral Washington. Their ob yject was to reinvigo- 
rate the army. On the 23d of October, says the 
historian, [Historical Notes, &c., by George H. 

Moore, librarian of the New Yor k Historical So- 
,] the negro question was presented and 


groes. in the 


* Ought not negroes to be excluded from the new enlist- 
ment, especially such asare slaves? All were thought im 
proper by the council officers. 

* Agreed thatihey be rejected altogether.” 

Again, in general orders November 12 
Washington says: 

*« Neither negroes, bovs unable to bear arms, nor old men 
unfit to endure the fatigues of the campaign, are to be en- 
listed.”’ | 

One of my colleagues [Mr. Hurcuts] yester- 
day quoted Colonel Laurens, of South Carolina, 
as an authority to show that negroes were used 
in the Revolution. Colonel Laurens was a zealous 
and enthusiastic friend of independence, and fa- 
vored the use of the negro as the aid of his mas- 
ter in that struggle. His motive was good, noble, 
and patriotic. The English Generals ope eenen 
and Clinton had attempted to do what is now 
sought to be done, hurl the negroes into the war 

as an element of diabolic insurrection. Prof- 
fers were made to slaves to run away and enlist 
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proje ct of enlisting the negroes should be submit- 
ted to South Carolina and Georgia, or the govern- 
ing powers of those States. Was this the adop " 
tion of the system of negro service? Not atal 
Laurens went to South Carolina and urged his 
scheme. He had some strong men to indorse it, 

not for lirhting the flames of servile war or inflam. 
ing anew the raging elements of a civil war grow- 
ing out of the agitation of the servile relation, but 
to prevent these very results, by organizing the 
slaves under and with their masters for the pro- 
tection of both from a foreign foe. What became 
of this project? The historian tells us that it en- 
countered at once that strong, deep-seated feeling 
nurtured from earliest infancy among that peo- 
ple, which was ready to decide, with instinctive 
promptness, against **a measure of so threaten- 
ing an aspect, and so offensive to that republican 
pride which disdains to commit the defense of the 
country to servile bands, or share with a color 
to which the idea of inferiority is inseparably 
connected, the profession of arms, and that ap- 
proximation of condition which must exist be- 
tween the regular soldier and the militia man.”’ 
This reasoning of the elder day is applicable now, 
Men are black yet and white yet, and time has 
not changed them. 

We cannot help the fact that the negro is black. 
We cannotreverse the established order of Prov- 
idence and make him white. And if we cannot 
do that, we can never eradicate from the great 
body of the white people of America that preju- 
dice against the black race, which has been car- 
ried from private life into the public service, and 
which, if you run counter to it, will destroy the 
vigor and esprit of the Army. 

‘WI! iy, Mr. Speaker, pe rhe aps one third of our 
present Army i is made up of Irishmen. We know 
that agreat part of the spirit of our Army comes 
from the Celtic stock. tne at your Massachu- 
1 think that you will find in 
those regiments a majority of Irishmen. I tell 
you, sir, these Irishmen will notfight side by side 
with the negro. You might as well be warned of 
these things in time. You would listen to such 
warnings, if indeed you wished the Army to suc- 


_ ceed, and the Union restored. 





in the English army. Thousands of slaves were || 
lost. The southern States were threatened by an 
army which would overrun and desolate it; and 

in the emergency Congress consented that the | 


I know that in the revolutionary times some 
States did allow negroes to enlist. New Hamp- 
shire allowed them. New Jersey disallowed the 
practice, true as ever to the most sensible views 
of pr ublic duty. New York did allow it at one 
time, but I think discouraged it as demoralizing 
and degrading. We have a report of a regiment 
raised in Massachusetts and quar tered in New 
¥. ork, i in which there were a few negroes. "Of the 
effect of their military companionship upon the 
whites, it is said: 

‘ Even in this regiment there were a number of negroes, 
aon to persons unaccustomed td such associations, had 
a disagreeable, degrading effect.” 

1 do not understand the arguments made on the 
other side of the House in favor of this measure. 
Some gentlemen propose not to mix black and 
white in the same company or regiment. mr 
Give me a reason for it, and [ will give you the 
reasou why they should not be mixed in the same 
army. Gentlemen should not be so sensitive, who 
are willing that negroes should go into the same 
army. But this point was handled most pun- 
gently by my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Waps- 
wortn,] and I need not refer to it. 

Mr. Speaker, the reason why this side of the 
House has fought this question so pertinaciously 
is the one which I gave when Lasked to be excused 


| from voting, that it was a part of a plot to drive 
| the border States out of the Union. 
| know very well, ifthey know anything of the peo- 


Gentlemen 


ple of the border States north and south of the Ohio 
as represented in or out of the Army, that they 
will never consent to the formation of this force 
of black janizaries for any purpose. They will 
but incite the people to mobs and mutiny. The 
people are not yet so degraded as to desire to save 

their Government by the aid of black brigades; 
nor do I believe the projectors of this measure 
expect to save the Government by such means. 
But if they had racked their brains for a contriv- 
ance of mischief-to prevent a hearty codperation 
by the border States with our cause, they could 
not find a more mischievously diabolical plan than 
this bill, There are momentous consequences 
dependent on this sort of legislation. I beg the 
House to pause before they Padopt it. This bill 
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nosed at first to raise a negro 
and fifty thousand. I believe that the 
ul the eman from Pennsylvania 
Mr. Srevens] is not limited to any number. The 
aw as now eXisting give s the President the fullest 
discretion to tem} ploy” necroes in the service. He 
may use black brigade s wherever and how- 
ever he pleases. Do you believe that such a scheme 
will ever be started or pursued with succe ss? Will 
the pe ‘op le, sir, allow it togo on? Gentlemen forget 

iat the people exist, and have spoken. This le- 
zis! ition is in total disregard and contempt of their 
voice. They have spo} ken for the Democracy. 
They have aright thus to speak; aright which the 
rentleman from Illinois (Mr. Lovesoy] under- 
took toexercise on behalf of the honest masses and 
against the dishonest leaders of the Democracy ! 
He to speak for the Democratic people In his 
speech of yesterday he more than Intimate rd that 
the Democracy were sympathizers with secession. 

He was called to an account by the gentleman 

from Indiana, [Mr. Dunyx,] who said that such 
remarks would have a bad effect in the country. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. And in the Army. 

Mr. COX. I quote the reprimand of the gen- 
tleman from Indias na [Mr. Duny] for this slander 
upon the Democracy: 


army of one 


hundred 


} 
stitute of venti 


—— 


th se 


*T have no especial regard for that institution, but I am 
afraid that such general, sweeping denunciations of the 
Democratic party as the gentleman has indulged in may 
have a bad effect. I, at least, have full faith in the loyalty 
of the great masses of the people of the loyal States, no 
matter to What party they may belong.” 


What did he mean by that? Why would the 


slander of the Jacobin from Illinois prgduce abad: 


effect in the country? Was it because it was un- 
true? Wasit because it was unwise? Whatwas 
the object of that particular-reprimand? I will 
tell you. The gentleman from Indiana knows 
that the great body of this Army that answered 
the call of the President, and entered into a war 


to be carried on in pursuance of the resolution of 


the extra session of Congress, offered by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirtenpen,] went 
out to fight the battle of the Union and the Con- 
stitution, and when that object was acconfplished 
they believed the war should stop. They never 
went into a crusade of abolition; and when de- 
nounced as secessionists, because not abolition- 
ists, the ** bad effect of such sweeping denuncia- 
tions’’ might appear in a general abandonment of 
the contest by both Army ‘and people. After this 
overhauling of the Illinois member by the mem- 
ber from Indians a, the former change d his denun- 
ciations from the Democracy to its leaders, 
and elsewhere. The denunciation gaiued 
ing in truth or decency by the change. 
what he said: 


he re 
noth- 
Here is 


**T did not refer to the honest masses of the Democratic 
party. If they had seen the cloven foot manifested by the 
Democratic leaders in this House, and in different portions 
of the country, they would never have given them a seat 
here. Governor Seymour would not have been elected Gov 
ernor of New York. The people know them now. We knew 
that the leaders were in sympathy with the secessionists, 
but it did not manifest itself. ‘The emancipation policy of 
the President brought it out. Last year the gentleman from 
Kentucky eulogized the President. He almost put bim on 
aniche by the side of Washington. We have not heard one 
word of eulogy of the President from that gentleman at this 
session.”? 

The member from Illinois thought that the 
President’s emanc ipation proclamation was like 
Ithuriel’s spear, that it had developed the seces- 
sion sympathies of the Democratic party, or of 
its representatives here. 1 wanted to remind the 
gentleman at the time that the ** diamond-pointed 
proclamation”? was issued thirty days before the 
election, and that as soon as it appeared the people 
took the alarm, and they gave an unrivaled ma- 
jority to the Democrats over their opponents. The 
other side of the Chamber was defeated by that 
unwise, ill-timed, and seditious proclamation. 

Mr. WILSON. Let me say a word. 

Mr.COX,. Not now. 

The gentleman from Illinois said the other day 
that he thought there would be a reversal of the 
late elections, and that he looked forward with 
pleasure to that result. Some time ago he said 
we could not beatthem again. Perhaps not, and 
for a good reason; for his remark reminds me of 
the dog who had his tail cut off, and then turned 
around tothe manand said, ** you cannotdo that 
again.” [Great laughter.] Why, sir, the late 
elections took from that side of the House from 
twenty to thirty members, and added them to the 
Democratic side. By 1864 we will sink them 
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deeper and deeper, till ut fam ; hour of resur- 
reculon can never rea¢ them. ‘Their party and 
their p ure ¢ ved of by t Army and 
by the ‘ The present bill will but add tu 
the awful condemna yet in store for them. 
‘he ntleman d something about the seces- 
sion sympathy of t Governor of New York; 
hat he did not represent the loyal element of that 
State. If the Governor elected by th people dor 
not represent the loyal element, who does? If 


the gentlemen reélected to this House do not rep- 
resentthe loyal element, who does? I would like 
to know whether my colleagues from Ohio on the 
other side represe nt the loyal sentiment of Ohio? 
If they do, that loyal sentimen 


au minority; 
and that is notan unpleasant messave to send out 
to Jefferson Davis. 


This vituperation isa slander 
upon the ty of the people of the North. We 
are the rey ntatives of the people. 
We have no sympathy with secession; neither 

wel have 


have the people of the North; none. We 


is in 


mayor! 


on this side rese 


in our own way sustained this Government. 1 
have voted all the men and money last session 
and this session to carry on this war. 

gut, notwithstanding all this, we , forsooth, 
to be stigmatized by the gentleman from LIlhinois 


as secession Sympathizers \ few days ago, in 


the same strain of vituperation, he took me to 
task, too, for the speech | made in New York city. 
For lack of something better, he referred to my 


small size. C 
at the time, 


ould I have had a chance to respond 


{| would have furnished this epitay h 


for the gentleman, which I once met with, and 
which, slightly changed, would answer all he can 


say of the Democracy 


during his life, and suit 
his case very app 


ropriately 
seneath this stone Owen Love 


Little in everything—exeept in size; [laughter.] 
Whatthough | burly body fills this hol 
Yet through bell’s kevhole 


after death: 


Joy lies, 


soul.?? 
{Great laughter. ] 


crept lis little 


Mr. Speake r, I have spoke n earne stly 
this bil land perhaps | spoke 
I be ran al 
Before 


about 
rather harshly when 
rentleman from 


oul the 


| sit dow} 

Mr. ALDRICH. I 
apologize. 

Mr. COX. Notat all. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I did not mean anyth 
and the gentleman ought to know it . (Laughter. 

Mr.COX. The gentleman’s enfailing good hu- 
mor got rather the advantage of him, and led him 
to the disturbance I referred to; and perhaps IL lost 
some of my — ary good humor, and therefore 
we will call it ** quits.’’ 

Mr. ane DRIC LT. All 

Mr. COX. As my friend is about retiring to 
the Red River of the North upon his congressional 
honors, | would not, by word of mine, disturb 
the sweetness of that tranquil repose; so I hope 
we understand each other. (Laughter.]} 

Mr. THOM AS, ; Massachusetts, obtained 
the floor, but yielded to Mr. SarGenr. 


hope the gentleman will 


ng, 


} 


right 


OTM 


OVERLAND 
On motion of 


EMIGRANTS. 


imous consent, the bill of the Senate (No. 430) 
to provide for the protection of overland eémi- 
rrants to the States and Territories of the Pacifi 


was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
and second time, 
on Military Affairs. 


Mr. DAWES. If my colleague will yield, I 
will move that the House adjourn. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I yield for 


that purpose. 
Mr. DAWES. I 
The motion was 
The House 


minutes, p. m 


submit that motion. 

agreed to. 

accordingly (at five o’clock and five 
«) adj muriie d. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, January 31, 1863. 

Prayer by the Rev. R. McMurpy, of Kentucky. 
The Journal of yesterday was reudandapproved. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. 


Howe and Awe wy to succeed Messrs. Brown- 
me and Witcey upon the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills. 





THANK 
Mr. HALE. 


KS TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 
I am ins ructed by the Commit- 


Minnesota. | 


Mr. SARGENT, and by unan- | 


and referred to the Committee | 


IONAL GLOBE. | «6 


‘- 
od 


tee « Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the 
int resolution (H. R. No. 117) tendering the 
thanks of Coneress to Commander John L. Wor- 
the United States Navy, to report it back 
withar mmendation that it pass; and asa thing 
f rt to be well done ought to be done quick- 


consideration of the resolution at 


Phere being no objection, th joint resolution 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
In pursuarice ¢ f the reeommendation of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and to enable him to 
idvance Commander John L. Worden one grade, 
in pursuance of the ninth section of the act of Con- 

sss of July 16, IS62, the resoirtion proposes to 
tenderthe than ksofC meress to Command: ' John 


L. Worden for 


highly distinguished conduct in 





cenflict with the enemy, in the remarkable battle 
between the United States iron-clad steamer Mon- 
tor, under his commat d, and the rebel tron-clad 
frigate Merrimac, in Mareh, 1862 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to a third reading. It was read the 
third time, and passed 

Mr. HALE. ‘The same committee, to whom 
was referred the jomt resolution (tI. R. No. 118) 
tendering the thanks of Coneressto Captain James 
L. Lardner and other officers of the Navy, in pur- 


uance of the recommendation of the 
the United States, 


back with 


President of 
to reportat 
amendments, and with a recom- 
mendation thatitdo pass with those amendments, 
As the amendments are important, and as 
tion of the committee is important the 
Senate to consider it at this time; enough, at 
, to let me state the amendments and the 
ds on which the committee have acted; and 
the act on it, they may; 
if not, ii may £o over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 


the unanimous consent of 


have instructed me 
two 


the ac- 
_a wish 
heat 
least 
frou 
then, if Senate choose to 
The Senator asks 
the Senate to consider 
the resolution at the present time. Is there any 
objection? The 

Mr. HALI I will read the resolution, which 
is a short one, and I will state the amendments 
which the committee have proposed, and the 
grounds on which they have acted. ‘The resolu- 
tion reads as follows: 

Resolved, &c., That the thanks 
are hereby, given to the foll 
States Navy, upon the 
the United State 


Chair hears none. 


of Congress be, and 
owing officers of the 
recomunm 


they 
United 
ndation of the President of 
+, namely: Captain James L. Lardner, for 
meritorious conduct at the battle of Port Royal, and distin 
ished services on the coast of the United States against 
the enemy; Captain Charles Henry Davis, for distinguished 


services in coufliet with the enemy at Fort Pillow, at Mem- 


puis, aud for successful operations at other points in the wa- 
ters of the Mississippi river; Commander John A. Dahl 
gren, for distinguished service in thé line of his profession, 


lunprovements 
inthe ordnan service 
C. Rowan, for distinguished serv 
Carolina, and particularly in the capture of Newbern, being 
in chief command of the naval forces; Commander David 
1). Porter, tor distinguished services inthe conception and 
preparation of the means used for the capture of the forts 
below New Orleans, and for highly me ritorious conduct in 
tue management of the mortar flotilla during the b@uibard 
ment of Forts Jackson and St. Philip; Captain Sitas H. 
Stringham, now on the retired list, for distinguished services 
in thé capture of Ports Hatteras and Clark ; and that a copy 
of this resolution be torwarded to each of the above officers 
by the President of the United States. 


in ordnance, and zealous and efficient labors 
ce braneh of the ; Commander Stephen 
ices in the waters of North 


"Pre first amendment which the committee ree- 
ommend is to strike out what I now read: 
Captain James L for meritorious conduct at 


the battle of Port Royal, and distinguished services on the 
of the United States against the enemy. 


Lardner, 


The ground upon which the committee pro- 
eded in that case is not derogatory to C aptat n 
They acknowledged the merit of his 


rvices, but they found it necessary to adopt 
some rul I have before mea list, which has 
been prepared by the chief clerk of the Senate, of 
all the votes of thanks which have ever been 
passed by Congress prior to this war, from the 


beginning of the Governme nt, and they amount 
to but seven. Seven votes of thanks prior to this 
war have been passed, and never except to the 
officer in command. Congress have never gone 
down below that. the legislation of the 
last session of Congress we have a recommenda- 
that votes of thanks be 
given by name to between forty and fift y offic ers, 
about seven times as many as ever have been 
given in dee whole history of the Government. The 
committee thought it was unwise, and was ren- 
dering votes of thanks too cheap, and they adopted 
the rule that they would not recommend votes of 


Since 


ion from the President 
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thanks to any ofheer except to the one in com- 

mW lof an expedition, or when It was a sepa- 

{ ' confli ot tl Monitor and 

t Vierrim t the officer 1 command of the 

te service, and they think that 

' rule. Itis one inaccordance with what 

has ulways been adopted from the commencement 

Government to the present time, and they 

do not think it wise to depai from it; and for 

that reason, and not because Cantain Lardner 

did not perform his whole duty, and perform it 

well, they have stricken his name from the list 
is not coming within the rule 

The next amendment is to strike out these 
word 

Commander David D. Porter, for distinguished services 
in the conception and preparation of the means used forthe 
capture of the for t ww New Orleans, and for highly 
merito jus conduct the mar gement ot the mortar ilo 
t 1 during the bombardme! ot Forts Jackson and St. 
i ’ 

Che committee move tostrike it out, not becauss 
Capt Porter did not perform hisduty well there, 
Dut | was notchretin command, and he does not 

Vilhint ru » c ey Oe ose to strike out 
that clause, and to give Captain Porter a vote of 
thanks by inserting the Aiticwing words: 

Por the , ‘ r ind skill displayed in the ittack on the 
Post of Arkansas, which surrendered to the combined mi! 
itary and naval tors on the 10th of January, 1563. 

‘J i imendment is propose d to be inse rte d in 
accordance with a recommendation of the Presi- 
dentof the United States. As I said, there are be- 
tween forty and fifty of these recommendations 


for votes of thanks now pending before the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs, referred to them by order 


ol lit menate. The mimittec have come to the 


conclusion I have stated, and if the Senate sus- 
tains them, itis well; ifnot, they willdo otherwise. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to ask the 
Senator what is the effect upon an officer’s rank in 
the N , of giving him a vote of thanks. 

M LALE \ vote of thanks to a captain 
o the office of rear admiral, 
and it continues him on the active list ten years 


' 


m see 8 him elienble 


longer; and I will state further to my friend from 
Maine, thatthe Committee on Naval Affairs think 
this whole business ts unwi: They think thata 
vote of thanks should be the spontaneous offering 
of the nation’s gratitude, and that it should carry 
no consequences with it; thatit should not bea 
sort of 


stock in trade, by which the officer may 


rist sand the committee have instructed one of their 
members to pre pare a billrepeaiing that w hole law 


which gives any special effect to a vote of thanks 


and the bill has been drafted and re port d to the 
committee, and sent to the Secretary of the ~ ivy 


for the views of his Department. 
of the committer : and | think it will be the vie WwW 
of the Senate. ‘This matter of making them so 
common and attaching these consequences to them 
degrades the whole affair in the estimation of the 
committee. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended,and the amendments were concurred 
in and ordered to be engrossed, and the joint res- 
olution to be read a third time. It was read the 
third time, and passed. The title was amended 
so as to read, ** A joint resolution tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Captain Charles Henry 
Davis and other officers of the Navy, in pursu- 


That is the view 


ance of the recommendation of the President of 


the United States. 
Mr. GRIMEs. 
The VIC 

the bill. 
Mr. GRIMES 


as Captain C} 


It should be ** commodore.’ 
E PRESIDENT. Itis * captain’ in 


There is not any such officer 
arles Hlenry Davis; he is a com- 
nee 7 9 to reconsider the vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill may be 
changed, a unanimous consent, by changing the 
title from * captain’ *to ** commodore, >and mak- 
ing the same change in the body of the resolution. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then I ask that, by unani- 
mous consent, the resolution may be changed so 
as to correspond with the grades that any of the 
other officers may occupy at this time. 

The VICE P RESIDEN’ I. That will be done. 

Mr. BAYARD. The C 
ciary, to whom wasreferred the petition of Thomas 
B. Valentine, with a bill (S. No. 425) for the re- 
lief of Juan Miranda and others, have instructed | 
me to report back the bill with a substitute, and 
also to ask for its present consideration. There 


CONGRESSION 


are reasons why it ought to be passed at this ses- 
sion, and if the Senate will listen to a brief state- 
ment I think they wil! be satisfied. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the 
the bill. 

The VICE 
read. 

Mr. BAYARD. 


the original bill. 


W hole 5 proce ded to consider 


PRESIDENT. The bill will be 

It is not worth while to read 
The committee report an entire 
substitute, because the bill undertakes to provide 
for a grant to a man who its in his grave, and the 
substitute covers the case fully ° 

The Secretary read the amendment of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, which was to strike out 
all of the original bill after the enacting clause, 
and to insert: 

That the district court of the United States for the north- 
ern district of California be, and is hereby, authorized and 
required to hear and decide upon the merits, the claim 
of Thomas B. Valentine, claiming title under a Mexican 
grant to Juan Miranda, to a place called the * Rancho Ar 
ryro de San Antonio,” situate in the county of Sonoma , 
and State of Calitornia, in the same manner and with the 
same jurisdiction as ifthe claim to the said tract of land had 


been duly presented to the board of land commissioners un 
der the provisions of the act entitled ** An actto ascertain 
and settle the private Jand claims in the State of California,” 





ypproved March 3, 1851, and an appeal had been duly taken 
from their decision to the said district court by the said 
Thomas B. Valentine 

Sr 2. And be it further enacted, That on the said hear 
ing any testimony heretotore taken before the said board of 
commissioners in relation to said claim on behalf of the 


said claimant, orof th | nited States, may be read, subject 
to all just exceptions to its competency ; and additional test 
imonuy, on either part, invy | taken under the order and 
direction of said district court, as to the validity of said 
claim, orthe extent and boundaries of the laud so claimed. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That an appeal may be 
taker m the final decision and decree of t said district 

jurt to the Supreme Court of the United States by either 
party, in accordance with the provisions of the tenth section 


ot said act of March &, 1851. 


Mr.BAYARD. This 


mittee at the 


bill was before the com- 
last session, and intrusted to me for 
investigation; and at the close of the session I 
declined to report favorably upon it, and asked to 
be discharged without consideration of the merits, 

because there was a defect on the part of the c laim- 
antin showing that his non-proseecution of hi 

petition before the board of land commissioners 
did notarise from negligence on his part. If there 
was gross negligence on the part of the party in 
not prosecuting his claim, | could not bring my 
mind to set the precedent of congressional relief, 
which would bring back upon us a vast class of 
cases which ought not to be the subject of legis- 
lative provision. That defect, however, has been 
supplied, and I will now state the case. 

Che claimant claims, under a grant made by 
the Mexican Government to Juan Miranda in 
1844, who had been in possession of the land un- 
der their form of proceedings from the year 1838, 
and died in 1845. After his death, and after the 
jurisdiction of the United States was established 
over the country, in 1850, the property was sold 
under an order of a probate court in California 
on the application of his heirs for the payment of 
his debts, and was purchased by the present claim- 
unt for something over nine thousand dollars. 
When the board of land commissioners was or- 
ganized, the claimant presented his petition for 
the confirmation to him of this land; but there 
was also a petition presented at the same time by 
another person undera grant alleged to have been 
made to Manuel Ortiga. It seems by the evidence 
now before the committee, and on your files, that 
it was a common error of the profession in Cali- 


fornia that the thirteenth section of the act of 1851 | 
allowed of intervention wherever a claim was es- | 


tablished finally by the decree of the court which 


last heard it, whether the parties claimed under 


| distinct titles or under a derivative title. That 


Committee on the Judi- | 


| 


error led to the fact that Mr. Valentine, by the 
advice of his counsel, withdrew his petition, in- 
tending to intervene in the district court when the 
case got there. Ortiga’s claim was confirmed. Val- 
entine went into the district court subsequently, | 


AL GLOBE. _ 


January 3], 


back for further hearing; 


=? 


and on the face of 
opinion, which was considered directory, it ex- 
pressed in the strongest language the rightof this 
very claimant, who was no party to the pro ceed 


\. 
ings, to intervene under the tl Mresaes section of 
the act of 1851. That is pretty Strong evidence 
that there was a common error. 

When the petition of this claimant was pre- 
sented here at the last session, after reading tha 
decision I told the parties they must go to the Su 
preme Court, as the district court had refused in- 
tervention, and ask for a mandamus, and I could 
not doubt thatit would begranted. They did make 
the application; but the Supreme Court, on the 
argument of that rule, changed thei ir opinion, ¢ 
they refused the mandemus on the ground that the 
construction of the law did not permit of interven- 
tion by the holders of titles under distinct grants, 
ind therefore the decision of the court below, in 
that respect, was right. 

an effect of this is that the communis error r of 

» profession placed this party, by the mere lapse 
of Ftime, without the possil bility of even having his 
claim heard in a court of justice. Subsequently 
to that, the case of Ortiga went bac k to the district 
court under the order of reversal and for full in- 
vestigation; and the district court have dismissed 
that claim as invalid, and I think even fraudulent. 
There is an appeal pending from that in the Su- 
preme Court. But the point which makes this case 
strong on the part of the present claimant being 
entitled to relief is, thatin the first case of the he 





| ing of Ortiga’s claim before the Supreme Court, 


thate ourtadmit distinetly, and in so many words, 


| that the United States have no interest in the sub- 


ject-matter, that the land either belongs to Miranda 


orto Ortiga,and that under no circumstances could 
it belong to the United States. With this admis- 
sion of the highest court in the land on the record, 
that the United States have no claim or title to this 
land, I cannot conceive that we should adhere to 
a rigid, technical construction of the law of 1851, 
which was doubtful in words —s character, and 
acting under which the party, by acommon error 
of the” profession in its construction, and which 
was subsequently sanctioned by an opinion of th 
Supreme Court did not proceed in time under tha! 
law, which, by its own limitation, has now ex 
pired. It seems to me that the Gove rnment of the 
United States cannot take advantage of the pro- 

visions of that law and claim this land as public 
land, which is the necessary result if this party is 
not entitled to be heard. 

All that = bill now reported by the committee 
provides for is, that he shall have a hearing. If 
he can onthe his claim, well and good; if he 
cannot establish it, the land will then belong to 
the Government of the United States. That is the 
whole effect of it. At the last session, though I 
thought it was a hard case, I came to the conclu- 


sion that if it had resulted from the negligence of 


the party alone, or even of his counsel alone, I 
would not have been willing to set a precedent 
which I should have considered dangerous; but 
that is entirely obviated by the affidavit of a gen- 


| tleman who is certified to be a man of standing 


and character at the California bar, who is disin- 
terested in the matter, entirely disconnected from 
the case, and who swears that it was the common 
opinion of the profession; and he also states that 
the decisions before the board of land commission- 
ers gave color to that opinion by deciding that that 
was the mode of relief without reference to the 
question whether the party claimed under a de- 
rivative or under a distinct utle. That occasioned 


| the whole error. The law in its language might 
| admitof either construction; but I think the better 


and proposed, by petition, to intervene; but the || 


court decided that intervention was out of the 
question, and that the thirteenth section did not 
apply to it. The difficulty arises from an ob- 
scurity in the law. I have no doubt the correct 


| construction is given now, and was given then by 


the district court; but when the case of Ortiga 


| came up on aN to the Supreme Court in 1859, 


the Supreme Court reversed the decree, but did | 
not adjudicate on the title of Ortiga; they sent it | 


interpretation is that which is now given to it. 

Under these circumstances it seems to me that 
it would be anything but justice in the United 
States if they did not remove the bar of time and 
permit the party to be heard before the courts. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the title was 
amended so as to read: ‘A bill for the relief of 
Thomas B. Valentine, claiming title under a Mex- 
ican grant to Juan Miranda, deceased.” 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 


oy 
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1863. 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 128) authorizing the proper account- 
ine officer of the Treasury to adjust the account 
for loss of exch ge of 2. Cave rly, late secre- 
tary of the United States k fation at Peru; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EXPORTATION OF CONTRABAND ARTICLES. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to take up the res- 
olution I offered, asking information of the Pres- 
ident—the resolution which was Jaid over at the 
suggestion of the Senator from Massachusetts. 
I desire the information from the President by 
Monday. 

Mr. SUMNER. I[ have not read the resolution 
over since the Senator offered it. Does the Sen- 
ator propose to take the subject up on Monday? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to have the inform- 
ation by Monday. It is a resolution of inquiry. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to the Senate any orders issued by the Secretaries of 
War and the Treasury in regard to a general prohibition to 
export arms and munitions of war from the United States, 
and especially to the Mexican republic, and any orders in 
regard to the exportation of articles contraband of war for 
the use of the French army invading Mexico. 

Mr. SUMNER. I merely wish to suggest that 
the resolution shall be put in the common form 
of a resolution addressed to the President—* if 
not inconsistent, in his opinion, with the public 
interests.”? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
that modification. 

The resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 

MILITIA LAW. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 493) for the encouragement of 
reénlistments, and for enrolling and drafting the 


I have no objection to 


militia, and for other purposes, have directed me | 


to report it back and recommend its passage. | 
give notice that I shall endeavor to get itup early 
next week, and [ hope Senators will carefully ex- 


amine the bill, for it is very important. 
ISAAC VANDERPOEL. 

Mr. CLARK. I ask the Senate to take up the 
bill for the relief of Isaac Vanderpoel. It isa 
short bill, appropriating some two hundred and 
six dollars to pay aclaim. It can be disposed of 
in a moment. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


sider the bill (S. No. 127) for the relief of Isaac || 


Vanderpoel. Itdirects the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to allow to Isaac Vanderpoel, late United j| 


States Army pension agent at Albany, New York, 
in his account with the Government of the Uni- 
ted States of pensions paid by him, the item of 


$206 66, paid on the 10th of October, 1855, to | 


George Hamilton, purporting to act as attorney 
for Elizabeth Vanderheyden, a pensioner under 
the act of 3d of February, 1853. " 

Mr. GRIMES. [ask the Senator to explain 
the bill. 

Mr. CLARK. I am desired by the Senator 
from Iowa to explain to the Senate what is the 
intention and meaning of the bill. It is to restore 
to Mr. Vanderpoel the sum of $206 66, which he 
paid out upon a forged power of attorney. The 
power of attorney was forged, and the acknow!l- 
edgment was forged, and the seal of the notary 
was stolen, and a genuine impression of the seal 
placed upon the power; so that the pension agent 
was deceived, and paid the money under those 
circumstances. By his endeavors the man who 
forged the power of attorney was apprehended, 
tried by a court, and imprisoned. Under these 
circumstances the committee thought the money 
might be refunded. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EDMUND UH. BROOKE. 


_Mr. KING. [ask the Senate to take up House 
bill No. 519, to increase the pay of Edmund H. 

rooke, the chief clerk in the paymaster’s.depart- 
ment, 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


protest that this shall 


| the recor d. 


in Committee ofthe Whol » proce ded to consider 
the bill, which provides that the pay of Edmund 
H. Brooke, the present chief clerk in the paymas- 
, partment if United States Army, shall 
be at the rate of $2,500 per annum, from and after 


‘> 
the passage of this 


, 
ters dé 


‘ continuance of 
the present war, and for six months thereafter. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I move to amend the 
bill soas to give Mr. Brooke the same rate of com- 
pensation for the last year. He discharged then 
the same duties that he does now, and discharged 
them very faithfully and very laboriously. This 
bill, it should be recollected, passed the House of 
Representatives at the last session. It was then 
thought proper by the House that he should re- 
ceive this compensation; but under 
now stands, he will 
passage. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ido not object to paying 


this gentleman $2,500, if his 


, during’ the 


et 
tne vilias lt 


only get the increase from its 


services are worth 


that sum; but, sir, the Government has fulfilled 
its contract with him up to this date, and I am 
opposed to dating a mi n’s compensation back. 
If this gentleman ought to receive for his services 


a salary of $2,500, | think we had better pass the 


bill as it came from the Hous 
amendment will not prevail. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 


vail, though I shall 


e; but l hope this 


lalso hope it will not pre- 
notoppose this bill. The Sen- 
ator from New York, I know, is very exacting, 
and not much give 
Mr. LANE, of hi 
amendment. 
The VICE 
is withdrawn. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 





to opening the Treasury 

liana. tl will withdraw the 
RESIDENT. The amendment 
But I want to put in my 


not be used as a precedent 


| for every other chief clerk in every other bureau 


of the Government to receive the same salary that 
Is given to this clerk. ‘That will be the next bill 


} 


1 1 | | ‘+ 
yrougnhntl in here, that the 


chief clerk in each one 
this Government shall 
have the same pay as the chief clerk in the pay- | 
master’s department. 
Mr. FOSTER. If the §S 
will allow me, | should 
the protest will alls, and whether 
the protest will bea a vod answer 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I 
friend from Illinois to have |} 
bill by way of amendment 
{ Laughter. ] 


Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘That is exactly the way 


of the other bureaus of 





1° - 
Ulinois 
k him whether 


nator from 
] to a 


» those calls? 
suggest to my 
$ protest put on the 


' 


,80 thatit shall go upon 


all these salaries are raised. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. | wish to say a few words 
| before this bill passes, in order to give Senators 


| ary at $4,000, which wa 


| without a great di 


fair notice of what thie y must expect 

A short time : ro wer ere ted the office of Assist- 
ant Seer tary@f the Navy, and the Senate, per- 
haps without much consideration, fixed his sal- 
$1,000 higher than that 
of any other Assistant Secretary in the Govern- 
ment. At the last session of Congress, the Sec- 
retary ofthe’ Treasury recommended very strongly 
that the salary of Assi ‘retary of the 
Treasury should be raised to $4,000. It passed 
the House and came to the S: nate, and, pe rha 


tant Se 


b> 


ideration, but think- 
ing thatcertainly hisduties were exceedingly ardu- 


al of cons 


| ous, and knowing perfectly well that they were, 
| his salary was raised to $4,000. At this session, 


| it was about time 


the House of Representatives inserted an 
amendment in one of the appropriation bills rais- 
ing the salary of the As 
to $4,000. The C 


has 


sistant Secretary of State 
ymmittee on Finance thought 


to stop, and they have reported 
against that proposition. They saw no reason 
for it. During this sion I have been applied 


to by members of the House of Representatives 
and by other gentlemen, saying itis very unfair 
that we should make any distinction; that we 
ought to raise the salary of the Assistant Sec- 
retary of State; that we ought to raise the salary 
of the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, and the 
Assistant Secretaries of War; although 1 will 
say, with reference to them, there has been no ap- 
plication whatever made from the War Depart- 
menton that point. The Assistant Postmasters 
General say, that by virtue of existing laws, their 
salaries are raised, although | think it is not so, 
owing to the fuct that when those offices were 
created it was provided that their salaries should 
be the same as that of the Assistant Secretary of 


the Treasury, simply, without stating the sum; |! 
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and as the salary of the Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury has been raised to $4,000, they say thet 
salaries folk 

tion made. The 
the con 
WwW 


but there has been no appropria 

Committee on Finanet 
hat they would stop where they 
re, and oppost all increase of salaries 
present time is 


came to 
usion 
at the 
Now, sir, here comes what is called a very 
meritorious case, and | dare say it is—an applica- 
tion in behalf of a chief clerk in one of the bureaus 
to raise his salary to $2,500. If we pass it, the 
result will be that every chief clerk in every bu- 
reau will insist upon having his salary raised ac 
cordingly. They say these distinctions between 
chief clerkships are very odious and unjust; that 
they do not object to their salaries being kept 
where they are, if the salaries of the others are also 
kept there, and taking their chance; but if you 
make a distinction in favor of one, it is not right, 
We 
obliged to do it, or to submit te a 
to 
and toa very plausibk argument, to say the least 
of it, 


and you ought to raise the whole of them. 


} ‘ 
shati either be 


great deal of inconvenience with reference: 


ok : 
Under these circumstances, I shal! vote against 


this bill, however meritorious it may be, simply 
for the reason that I think this is no time to raise 
salaries anywhere. Weare all obliged to work 
as cheap as we pr 


ssibly can with reference to that 
matter, 


While | would not take advantage of the 
present time, when the expenses of living are so 
high, owing somewhat to the depreciation of the 
currency, and the taxes are onerous, to red 

ularies, and think it would be unjust—the labor- 
eris worthy of his hire—I do not think itis a 
for raising them; and therefore, for one, I shal! 
vote | 


for » 
Lithie 


rainst this bill. 

I have simply made this statement in order that 
Senators may all understand precisely the positior 
in which they may be placed if they pass the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have the 
yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 1 in- 
tend to vote against all these measures for increas- 
salarie 

The’ yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I wish to say that 
my attention was called to the case of Mr. Brooke 
in the pay department, and | have also known the 
manner in which he has discharged his duties, by 
having business before that department. He isa 
worthy, excellent, and 


ng 


laborious officer, almost 
indispensable to the proper discharge of the duti 8 
of that bureau. I believe if there is a meritorious 
case anywhere in the whole public service for an 
increase of salary, this is precisely the one; and 
although I am opp sed to raising salaries at this 
time, I desire to pay this man for his services what 
I think they are properly worth. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, I am not con- 


scious of having voted for the creation of any civil 


office at this session of Congress, and I do not in- 
tend to do so; nor do | intend to vote for the in- 


crease of the pay of any one; and especialiy will 
I not do it while I know that a portion at least of 
the soldiers from my State have not, or had not 
at the last I heard from them, received one dollar 
of pay since the month of November, 1861. With 
that fact staring me in the face, | do not see how 
I can consistently vote money out of the Treas 
ury to support civil officers here in the city of 
Washington, who will draw their pay regularly 
every month, which ought to go to support 
families of the soldiers in my State who have gone 
to the battle-field. I know perfectly well, and so 
does every Senator within the sound of my voice, 
that there are other officers connected with the de 
partments in Washington who are just as faith 
ful and perform just as arduous labors as the gen 
tleman whose case is now under consideration; 
and if we once begin to innevate upon the } ’ 
which have been established, and which we ure 
now giving, we shall immediately have a deluge 
of similur applications, and before Congress ad 
journs we shall have the salaries of all the civil 
officers about Washington raised. For my part 
I want to enter my name on the record in oppo- 
sition to the passage of this bill. 

Mr. KING. | shall vote for this bill, because 
I think this increase of pay is well deserved by 
the officer to whom it is proposed to be given. I 
will say frankly if I had the power I would rather 
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vote to make him Paymaster General. He is 


really the live man of that office. Of course, we 
have here no authority to promote him; but he is 
essential in that office, and he vives his services 
and out of hours to the soldier, without 


to rank or condition. 


in hou 
reference 
question being taken by yeas and nays, 
results d- -yeas 15, nays 21; as follow 

¥Y EAS —Mesers. Anthony, Arnold, Cowan, Doolittle, 
Foot, Harding, King, Lane of Indiana, Latham. Nesmith, 
Pomeroy, Powell. Richardson, Saulsbury, and Wade—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Carlile, Chandler, C! , Davis, Dixon, 
Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Harris, Henderson, Kennedy, 
Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Morrill, Rice, Sherman, Sum 
ner, Trumbull, Willey, Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wil 
son of Missouri—®1. 

So the bill was reject d. 

DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR BILL. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


one of the appro 


I desire now to take up 
priation bills. I move that prior 
be postponed to take up the diplomatic and 
consular bill, and finish it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 
649) making appropriations for the consular and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
veal ending June 30, 1864, the pending question 
being on the motion of Mr. Cuanp.er, to strike 
out ** 


orders 


appropriations are made, 

Mr.SUMNER. The bill was laid over in order 
to give me an opportunity of communicating with 
the Department of State on that question. I have 
had that communication, and the conclusion which 
I have arrived at, after conference with the Secre- 
tary of State, and also with Mr. Hunter, the chief 
clerk, isthat while perhaps at this moment the mis- 
sion to Boliviais not necessary, it would hardly be 
prudent for us to strike out the phrase; in short, 
thatit would be better to leave it there, so that ifin 
the opinion of the Administration at any time 
within the year it should be deemed expedient to 
send a minister there, one might be sent. Ihave 
no positive opinion upon it myself beyond what 
was stated to me at the Department, but upon the 
whole I am inclined to think that the word had 
better not be interfered with. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
withdrawn. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to come in after the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, respecting the consulate at 
Guayamas: 

Provided, That the amount due to the late consul at 
Guayamas, William L. Baker, be paid to his widow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is this difficulty: if 
this money 1s for past services, of course the Uni- 
ted States must pay it, and pay it to the adminis- 
trator. This might involve a double payment. If 
the money is due for past services it is due to the 
administrator of the estate. 

Mr.ANTHONY. These amendments are put 
into bills every day. It is not due until we pass it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The money is not due 
unless this law gives it, and in giving it we can 

provide to whom it shall go. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time. 
read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Ernerwes, its Clerk, announced that the 
Louse of Representatives had agreed to the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 616) 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1864. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed an 
enrolled bill (H. R. No. 409) to provide for the 
sayment of expenses incurred by the marshal of 
3oston for repairs to the United States court- 
house; and it thereupon received the signature of 
the Vice President. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The amendment is 


On the motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the Sen- || 
atc, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to |! 


Jolivia’’ from the list of missions for which 


| to discuss it. 


| what it now is. 


The bill was _ 


| posed. 
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consider the bill (H. R. No. 635) making appro- 
priations for the legislative,executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
30th June, 1864, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Does 
Maine want the bill read ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it is customary 
to read the appropriation bills through. 

‘The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. At 
the expiration of five minutes— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that 
reading of the bill be dispensed with, and that we 
proceed to consider the amendments. 

The motion was arreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think so importanta bill 
as this ought to be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 


the Senator from 


It can be read by sections. 

We do not act on it by 
sections. It will never be read at all if it is not 
read I know that very little attention is 
paid to these bilis; but when so important a bill 
as ageneral appropriation bill is passing, itseems 
to me it oucht to be read, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest that it be read, 
as we go through it, by sections; in that way the 
whole bill will be read but once, and the amend- 
ments of the committee can be acted on as the 
clauses to which they relate are read. That will 
save a great deal of time. This first reading is 
never listened to by anybody. 


now. 


Mr. TRUMBULL.’ I do not want but one | 


reading, but it ought to be read once at some time 
or other.” 
Mr. SHERMAN. ] looked all around the Sen- 
ate, and | did not see any one attending to it. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Let us go back and take 


| up the first amendment. 


‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Powe | 


in the chair.) The reading has been suspended 
by the order of the Senate, and it will require a 
reconsideration of that order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
itate the matter, that the bill be read over, and 
whenever the Secretary comes to an amendment 
it be acted ov as we pass along, without a second 
reading. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be | 


the order unless there is objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Letus go back, then, and 
act on the amendments to that part of the bill 
which has been read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be 
the order of business. 

The first amendment reported by the committee 
was in line ten of the bill, after the appropriation 
forcompensation and mileage of Senators, to strike 
out the following proviso: 

Provided, That, until further legislatiqp, no part of this 


appropriation shall be paid for mileage"of Senators and 
Representatives beyond the sum of ten cents per mile each 


way, and the distance shall be computed according to ex- | 


isting laws. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
like to have the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
this proviso be stricken out, the mileage will stand 
as it is. 
ofcourse the mileage will be reduced to one fourth 
It is a matter which every one 
understands. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will simply say that 
the Committee on Finance thought almost unan- 


imously that it was better not to interfere with | 


the mileage at the present time. It is a matter 
that always makes discussion when it is pro- 


being in reality a part of the compensation of 
members. | think that in some cases the mileage 


|| amounts to too much, and that perhaps it would 


be well to reduce it after arriving at a certain point. 
At the present time, however, all of us know that 
our expenses here are a good deal larger than 
usual, as 1 have said before in reference to rais- 
ing salaries, and a considerable amount is paid 


by way of contribution to the public funds, and | 


every Senator and Representative, owing to the 
great number of soldiers about here, is exposed 


to a much larger degree of expense than usual. | 
The committee thought that, under such circum- | 
stances, it would be unjust to the members of | 


the further 


I move, in order to facil- 


| carry out an existing contract? 
| ought to be dispensed with. 


On that question I should 
1 do not intend | 


I will simply say that if | 


If the proviso be retained, as a matter | 


For my own part, | am perfectly willing | 
| to say that I have always considered the mileage 
| as being merely nominally called mileage, but as 
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Congress to act upon the subject in this way in 
an appropriation bill. I am tired of hearing jt 
ventilated at every session of Congress. This and 
the question of the franking privilege are abund. 
ant and fruitful sources of declamation at ever 
session of Congress. I do not think myself any 
cepital can be made out of such questions, and 
that we had better leave them as they are. My 
own impression is that the members of Congress 
are as poorly paid as any other set of men, and 
that all the capital which can be made out of con- 
tinual movements to cut down the mileage does 
not amount to a great deal anyhow. I hope the 
amendment of the committee will be sustained. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 30, nays 7; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Arnold, Carlile, Collamer, 
Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Harding, Harris, Henderson, Hicks, Kennedy, Lane of 
Kansas, Latham, McDougall, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, 
Rice, Richardson, Saulsbury, Sumner, ‘Trumbull, Turpie, 
Wall, and Wilson of Missouri—30. 
NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Grimes, King, Lane of In- 
diana, Sherman, Wade, and Wilson of Massachusetts—7. 
So the amendment was arreed to. 


The next amendment was in line sixty-four, 
to increase the appropriation to the contingent 
fund of the Senate, ‘‘ for clerks to committees, 
ages, horses, and carryalls, from $15,500 to 
$39,000. ”? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line sixty-nine, to 
strike out ** thirty’’ and insert * twenty,’’ soas to 
make the appropriation to the Senate contingent 
fund, ** for miscellaneous items $20,000.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in lines eighty-six 
and eighty-seven, to insert in the clause making 
appropriations for officers receiving an annual 
salary in the service of the House of Representa- 
tives, ** clerk to the Committee on Public Lands, 
$1,800.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The Secretary continued the reading of the bill 
till he reached the next amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, which was in line one hundred 
and ninety-seven, to strike out * eight”’ and in- 
sert **seven,’’ so as to appropriate ** $57,800,” 
instead of * $58,800’ for compensation of the 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary of State, and 
clerks, messengers, and laborers in that Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. HALE. I want to ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance if the appropriation for the 
Globe which has been read is prospective and to 
1 think that it 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 

Mr. HALE. 
$7 50 a column. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This is a dif- 
ferent amendment; we have passed over that por- 
tion of the bill to which the Senator from New 
Hampshire alludes. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will explain the pend- 
ing amendment. An additional section of the bill 
proves for raising the salary of the Assistant 
Secretary of State. The committee struck that 
out, and that lessens the sum of this appropria- 
tion $1,000. On this amendment you are, in fact, 
voting to disagree with that provision; that is, not 
to assent to the raising of the salary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the bill 
until he reached the next amendment, which was 
to strike out in line two hundred and one, “ and 


What is that? 
I think it is bad policy to pay 


| in newspapers of the States and Territories and 


in the city of Washington, seventeen,’’ and insert 
‘*four,’’ so that the clause will read, ‘ for pub- 
lishing the laws in pamphlet form, $4,125.”’ 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that amendment 
will not be agreed to. Itis a saving to the Treas- 
ury of $13,000, I believe; but it strikes out the 
publication of the laws of the United States in the 
newspapers of the different States. It does seem 
to me that they ought to be published. The laws 
of the United States are not generally circulated. 
I know it may be said that they are not generally 
read in the newspapers; they are often published 


_in newspapers of very little circulation; yet the 
| publication of them, even in that imperfect way, 


seems to me to be required. The saving of ex- 
pense is not a large one, only $13,000 a year. 
think that the acts of Congress, and particularly 
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in a time like this, ought to be published in the 
newspapers of the country. I have a great many 
calls from my State for copies of particular acts 
of Congress. We published a large extra num- 
ber of the acts of last session for distribution in 


order to supply this demand; but that has not or- | 


dinarily been done; and probably the expense of 
jt was greater than it would be to publish them in 
the newspapers. Thataffords everybody an op- 
portunity to see them, so that you can always 
find in any of the States of the Union, without 
much difficulty, a publication of the laws in the 
newspapers, and they are received at a much ear- 
ler day. The laws are published in the newspa- 
pers as they pass, while if you wait for the pam- 
phict edition to be published it will be some time 
after the adjournment of Congress before they are 
distributed. [I am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. AsI understand, the laws 
are only published in two papers in each State. I 
think all the compensation the newspapers get for 
publishing them is but $175 apiece. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. One hundred and eighty 
dollars, I believe. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It is very slight compen- 
sation to the newspapers. So far as they are con- 
cerned, they make no money out of it; but it isa 
real convenience to the people of the States that 
the laws should be published in at least two news- 
papers of each State, I think. I am decidedly 
opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a little some- 
thing to be said on both sides with reference to 
this question. My own judgment coincides with 
that of the Senator from Illinois. It is true that 
the laws are not usually published in newspapers 
of the largest circulation; because newspapers of 
large circulation and doing a large business, hav- 
ing a good deal of advertising, think, as a gen- 
eral rule, itis not worth while to do it. It does 
not pay them. It really does not pay for the ex- 
clusion of other matter which they consider of more 
consequence and which pays better. That leads 
to the fact that the laws are very often published 
in newspapers of more sesited circulation and 
limited business, but yet which wish to live; and 
then very frequently other newspapers, when they 
have an opportunity to publish them, copy the 
most important acts and publish them without 
charge for the mere purpose of affording informa- 
tion to their readers, That is one side of the ques- 
tion, that they are published in that way. 

| think the publication is of importance to the 
community. They are of more particular im- 

rortance to those classes of the community who 
iave need to refer to the laws of the United States. 
They are of importance to the lawyers, a pretty 
numerous class in the United States, and to per- 
sons who hold offices under the Government, and 


who have occasion to consult them frequently; | 


aud the pamphlet edition comes so late, that, if 
they are obliged to wait for that, they would be 
left entirely without any means of rehrentas un- 
less they wrote to the Departments here. They 
might do that; but it would impose a very heavy 
burden on the Departments to send copies of the 
laws to all who might call for them. I think that 


we should lose more than we save in additional | 


clerk hire for that purpose. There is one other 
way to do it; and that is, for us to publish a very 
large edition every year of these laws ourselves; 
and that, | suppose, will be the result. It has 
not been usual to do that, although it was done 
In oneinstance. The burden of that will of course 
be thrown on the Treasury. I do not know how 
much that will amount to; and besides, there 
would then be an additional burden thrown on 
members of Congress. 

My own opinion is, as the sum is so small, that 
nothing will be saved by striking it out, and itis 
as well to let it remain in. The Committee on Fi- 
nance, however, thought that it should be stricken 
out. We had no sort of feeling about it. The 
Senate can do as it sees advisable. I hope no- 
body will call for the yeas and nays, at any rate, 
until we get into the Senate. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 


4] 


At present we pub- 


lish the laws in two newspapers in each State; do consent that it sheuld be wound up in that time 


1 understand that the proposition is to dispense 
with that? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. We cannot do with- 
out it, so faras we are concerned. Ido not know 
how our people could get on without the publica- 
tion of the laws. 1 hope that it will not be done. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The Secretary continued the reading of the bill 
until he reached the next amendment, which was 
in the appropriation for contingent expenses of 
the Second Comptroller’s office, in line two hun- 
dred and ninety-six, to strike out the words ** Na- 
tional Intelligencer,’’ and insert, ‘‘ one city news- 
paper;’’ so as to make the clause read: 


For blank books, binding, stationery, and miscellaneous | 


items, and subscription to one city newspaper, $1,500. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line three hundred 
and one, tostrike out *‘ the National Intelligencer,” 
and insert ‘‘ one city newspaper,’’ in the appro- 
priations for the First Auditor’s office. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Secretary continued the reading of the bill 
until he reached the following clause among the 
appropriations for the General Land Office: 

For fuel, lights, and incidental expenses attending the 
same, including pay of furnace keeper, $2,500. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In regard to that clause, 
| I am instructed by the committee to move an 
amendment to strike out the word ‘* two’’ and in- 
sert **four;’’ and to strike out ** five hundred,’’ so 
as to read **$4,000.’’ That was the original esti- 
mate; the House of Representatives struck it down 
to $2,500, but we became satisfied, by a communi- 
cation received from the Secretary of the Interior, 
that it was too low, and that it is best to appro- 
priate the sum asked for, $4,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. , 


The next amendment was in line four hundred 
and twelve, to strike out the following clause: 


For compensation of the surveyor general of Illinois and 
Missouri, $1,000. 


Mr. HARLAN. 
stricken out. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Because it has nothing to 
do there. 

Mr. HARLAN. It always has been in this 
bill, but Congress at the last session failed to ap- 
propriate the money for the last year, reaching, I 
think, to January this year. The oflice was dis- 
continued by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, as I understand, on the Ist of this 
month, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. This is an appropriation 
for next year, beginning next July. 


I inquire why that is to be 


The amendment was agreed to. 


lowing clause: 


and lowa, and the clerks in his office, $5,700. 


Mr. HARLAN. 
amendment? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


the other. 


another year. 





sion of Congress as a deficiency. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 





about finished there at that time. 


Mr. HARLAN. Itis right, then, to strike it out. 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
Forcompensation of the surveyor general of Wisconsin 


I inquire the reason for this 


The same reason as for | 


Mr. HARLAN. The office at Dubuque is still | 
in existence, and cannot be discontinued under 
j The Committee on Public Lands 
have looked over this subject as far as they could, 
and they do not think it can be discontinued. The | 
Commissioner of the General Land Office says it | 
cannot be discontinued without very great incon- 
venience to the public,and detriment to the public 
interests. The result will be that we shall be com- | 
pelled to make the appropriation at the next ses- | 
I hope, there- 
fore, that this amendment will not be agreed to. 
Some three years ago I 
moved to strike out the appropriations for the con- 
tinuance of this office, as the whole business was 
The honorable | 
| Senator himself appealed to me, and said that if || 
\| we would let it remain one year longer, he would || Committee on Public Lands. 


He said it was true there was but little business, 
| but it was necessary to remain a year to wind it 
| up. It has been going on just so ever since, and 
so it will go toeternity unless we strikesomewhere. 
It will always be said ‘it is necessary to keep it 
| up; itis impossible to dispens@ with it.’’ | believe 
it will be just as impossible five years hence as 
it is to-day. 

Mr. HARLAN. What the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance says in relation to my 
agreement, | think is true. At that time I was not 
so familiar with the business of this department 
as Lnow am. Since then the Senate, in its wis- 
| dom or its er has made me chairman of the 
| Committee on Public Lands; and in discharging 
the duties connected with that position I have at- 
tempted to make myself familiar with that branch 
of the public service, and I am satisfied that the 
public interest will suffer by discontinuing this 
office at this time. I think it is probable that we 
have more surveyor generals’ offices than we need, 
and I should be willing to enter on some general 
| system to reduce the number; and I have called 
| the attention of the Commissioner of the General 
| Land Office to that subject, both privately and 

through the Senate. I think itis the disposition of 
the Interior Department to reduce the expenses in 
that direction as soon as it can be done. This, 
however, is one of the old offices. The records 
of the surveys of the General Land Office first held 
at Cincinnati are now held at Dubuque. They 
| have been transferred from Territory to Terri- 
| tory until they have finally lodged there. There 
| is a large amount of public records in that office; 
| and the surveyor general says, and the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office indorses the 
opinion, that it will be utterly impossible to put 
these papers in a condition to transfer them to the 
States interested, or to other surveyor generals’ 
offices, in less than another year. The expenses 
of transferring these books and papers would be 
| almost as much as is contained in this appropria- 
| tion. They are hastening to wind up the business 
in that surveyor general’s office. ‘The surveys in 
lowa are completed. There are about one hun- 
dred townships to subdivide in Wisconsin, | un- 
derstand; pee when those surveysare completed, 
| as it is expected they will be during the coming 
year, or very are so, it is the purpose of the 
Department to wind up the office and transfer the 
books to the States that are interested, including 
several of the States of the Northwest, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, lowa, and Wisconsin. 
I do not think that this amendment ought to be 
adopted. 

Mr. GRIMES. When I took my place here 
in the Senate, I thought, from what | had known 
of the condition of the surveyor general’s office 
| in Wisconsin and Iowa, that it might be discon- 

tinued in a year or two from that time; or rather, 
| that it might be removed from Dubuque, and con- 
solidated with some other office, without any detri- 
ment to the public interest. Since that time I have 
attempted to inform myself on the subject; and I 
concur with my colleague in the opinion which 
he has expressed, that it would not be advisable 
atthistime. I can assure the Senator from Maine, 
|| the chairman of the Committee on Finance, that 

my colleague and myself are just as anxious that 
this office should be abolished, whenever it can 
be consistently done, as he is. I know that my 
colleague, in recommending a person for this 
place, told him that he was determined to have 
the office abolished, [ think within fifteen or eigh- 
| teen months from that time; that he thought it 
| might be done; and that he was going to insist 
upon the Department expediting the business so 
that it could be done. lan satisfied that he is 
acting in good faith, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, in order to accomplish 
that result; but it is inexpedient to abolish it now, 
I am convineed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I shall not attempt to set 
up my own individual judgment against that of 
the honorable Senator who is chairman of the 
Lhave great faith 


i 
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Mr. HARLAN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting after the word ‘cotton’ the 
wort “and for e purpose of establishing a 
ratory, with the nec y apparatus for prac- 
t 
tica ind ‘ ntiiec experiments in agricultural 
i 
chemistry ye 
Mr. FESSENDEN. [ask the Senator whether 
he proposes, in case that amendment should be 
adopted, to move to increase th ppropriation ? 
i : 
HARLAN. I will say. in reply to the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, that I in- 
tend to move to increase the appropriation whether 
7 ry? 
this amendment shall be adopted or not. There 


is a small laboratory connected with the Acricul- 


tural Department at this time in successful oper- 
ation. By striking the lanruage contained 
mn the original billby which it isincluded, I think 


that perhaps the Commissioner would deem itto be 


his duty to discontit the experiments which he 
has been having pertormed heretofore. I think it 
would be well to continue those experiments. | 
say very frankly it | think the amountappro- 


mine 


priate “db yy the riment of the Committee on 
“inance 1s not as large as it should be. ‘There- 
fore, whether this amendment of mine be adopted 


not, | intend to move 
Mr. FESSEN DE 
} 


be appropriated b 


or the amount. 
amount proposed to 
imendmentis $5,000 mor: 
appropriated year. Last year the 
the Commissioner and chief clerk were 
taken out of the general appropriation of $60,000; 
this vear we have added them to the veneral ap- 
propriation, making $65,000. ‘he question for 
the to settle 1s simply whi ther 1t means to 
increase this agricultural bureau until 
it becomes a great Departmentof the Government. 
if that is the determination of Congress, so be it. 
The Committee on Finance, however, were, | be- 
lieve, unanimously of opinion that it was best not 
to do it, especially in the state of our finances at 
this time. 

It will be recollected—lI have alluded to it be- 
fore—that when the change was made last year 


by which we established the Department of Agri- 


to ine 


Th 


reas 


y our 
than we last 


salaries of 


Q 
we 


ate 
ro on and 


culture, there was a debate on the subject, and at 
that ume this very thing was foreseen; and it was 
suid that if we established it as an independent 


Department, the probability was that the Depart- 
ment would soon call for a large increase of ex- 
penditure, and that we should have fastened on 
the eountry aseparate, distinct Department, which 
would gradually grow up to be a very expensive 
ene. It was eontended, however, by the friends 
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f the chang t Ww 1 cost 1 ing 
! itv t contemplated | way 
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subject-matter, and not to expend more money. 


That wi ré ted over and over again vy tne 
ventieman who introduced the bill—Senator Sim- 
mons, R | i —\ »WasLhnen cnairman 
of the Committee on Pat id it was argued by 
the friends of the measure t that was neither 
ontemplated nor desired. i il be recollected 
hat there has always ‘ 1 very grave doubt— 
ud al every se ion of Congress it has been con- 


onstitutional power 


to establish a D partment of this de nH, or 
»appropriale money in this way i ee > purpose 
of encouraging agriculture. The first appre pria- 
tion we made, I believe, was aan if $1,000 to 
purchase some seeds. It gradually grew to be 
$60,000. It was for several years after I came 
ere, I think, $20,000 oe was finally put up to 
460,000; and all the chan that the committees 
ind agricultural societ coked for was impiy 
it should lelanaadaal othe taser De 
partment, have a separate existence, with which 
they could communicate, but not to call for addi- 
tional appropriations. They said this, as I un- 
lerstood, by the authority of those whom they 
claimed to represent. ; 1 
Ni ; r, ; ! firs on after that, 
le in one year, instead of $60,000, this De- 
partment asks for an app: ypriation of $130,000. 
Next year, at thatr te,and pro! ably it will be so 
withoutany doubt, in view of the course of things 


$230,000. And so it will go on until it 


to be alarge Department of the Government 

Che query is whether, even if we were disposed 
) do it, it is worth while to increase our expend- 

in that direction by additional clerks, &c., 
at this particular period. Is this the time to do it 
Now, what does this antl icipat ee We hi id noth- 
ing last year, in the § | clication ot subjects to 
which this money was to b appropriated, about 


having a laboratory and experiments in agricul- 


tural chemistry, with the 1 ecessary appari itus for 

these things. There was nothing of the kind 
provided for last year. If the Commissioner has 
gotupanything of thatsort, he has got itup with- 
outany authority of law, uid upon his own hook, 
with a view to produce its effect; and it must be 
a small affair at eines If you authoriz this, 
and have scientific experiments in agricultural 


chemistry made, it conte ee ates the establish- 


f » to begin with, because 


ment of a professors} uy 
iat the present head of the De- 


1 


nobody pre tends tl 


partment, however good a practical farmer he may 
be, is capable of conduc ting suc h experiments,and 
what it will grow to it is impossible to foresee. 

Il hope, sir, that the Senate, at the present time 
at least, will be content to let this bai as itis, 


and not ‘Saietiilce to more than double the appro- 

priation in less thana year from the time 

were given upon floor, or arguments were 
used, that no such thing was contemplated. 

I know that it is said the farmers demand it 

Well, sir, they do demand it; It is no rea- 

| son why it should be done 


pledges 


this 


suppose 


th Treasury; and in the next place, I have no 
idea that the farmers do deman -" it. Certain men 
who call themselves farmers, gentlemen farmers 
who claim to represent the agricultural interest, 
do undoubtedly demand it. Some agricultural so- 
cieties would like to have this Department on an 
extensive and expensive scale. My own view Is 


that the greater portion of thismay well be left to 
the State societies, and to those who are interested 
in such subjects. J do not think it wise that the 
General Government should assume everything 
to itself, as seems to be the tendency of thought 
and of actionatthe presentday. Weareinnocon- 
dition to doit. Itis,in my judgme nt, unwise to 
do it. I do not believe it will result in good. It 
is taking the burden of doing these things from 
where it can be better borne and be more effectual 
in operation. I may be mistaken on this question, 
but such is my very strong and decided impres- 
sion. At any rate, 1 think it is doing no injustice 
to the gentlemen who claim to repre sent the farm- 
| ers, to hold them, during,the war at least, to what 
they authorized Senators on this floor to say, that 
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in og present state of 





January 


ol, 


judgment, too, ts that 


indeed the only benefit substant 





v that can be 


vived from this appt ’ 1On, IS tLhatitw 

by] the Commissione l ort 

rn countries that will be of advantage 4 

yuntry, if he acts well and earefu ly. Much be 
efit in certain particul: are has been inne. from 
that heretofore. The larger part, perhaps, of 
money has been avaen but the good that hy 
come from that which has been successful, es- 
pecially in the article of sorghum, is enough un- 
questionably to repay us for what has been lostas 


well as for what has been expended in that direc 

tion. That was done with the $60,000 appropri- 
ation, and anything that is necess: wy in that d = 
rection can be done with it now. lam willing to 
continue this Department as itis, as we established 
it, With the promise upon which we established 
it, upon the views on which we established it; but 
I am not willing at the present time at once to en- 
large so greatly, and to expose the country to the 
danger which follows, of having a great and ex- 
pensive Agricultural Department of the Govern- 
ment grow up here in the face of all that has been 
said heretofore. I Senate will be con- 
tent to adoptthe amendment which has been pro- 
osed by the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, | am inclined to 
favor the proposition of the House bill, which 
recommends an appropriation of $130,000 { 
benefit of the agricultural interest of the country, 
or directly in aid and support of the Agricultural 
Department which was created at the last session 
of Congress, and consequently [I am opposed to 
the amendment recommended by the 


hope the 


Committee 


on Finance, to reduce the appropriation from 
$130,000 to $65,000. 

if there any act of the present Congress 
which has received - » favor and approval of th 
country more generally than any other, aside, 
perhaps, from those acts pertaining directly t 
the prosecution of the war for the suppress on 0 
the rebellion and the restoration of the Govern 


ment, it isthe act estal ‘lishing an indie ndent De- 
partment of Agriculture; and no a st, | 
would be received with more aa disfavor and 
disappointment than that act which shall strik 
down, or which shall, as this amendment 


am sure, 


pro 
poses, essentially curtail and dwarf the operations 
of that Department. Such an act, in my judg- 


ment and from my information, would seriously 
disappoint the just hopesand expectations of th 
agricultural class of our people, aclass which very 
largely outnumbers all other industrial cl 
combined, 

i hardly need to say, what everybody admits, 
and which is buta repetition of a common and 
trite remark, that agriculture is the great, para- 
mount interest of the country; that it 1s the great 
fundamental interest which underlies and sustains 
all other interests. It is, indeed, the great sustain- 
ing power and resource of the Government; and 
yet, | ask you, what has the Government ever 
done directly in the way of sustaining, of encour- 
aging, or of stimulating this vital interest? W 
are obliged to answer, comparatively nothing, 
except so far as it may have been affected, some- 
times beneficially and sometimes prejudici lly, b 
the general legislation of the Government. 

Atter years of solicitation, by petitions anda 
peals to Congress for aid, at least for some recog- 
nition of the claims of the agricultural interest | 
some small share in the patronage of the Govern- 
ment, it was at last admitted, if | mistake not, 
1839, to a very subordinate position, not to th 
position of a department; not to the position ot 
bureau, even; but as a mere appendage to th 
Patent Office Bureau in the Department of the |: 
terior, and $1,000, as has been stated by - Sen 
ator from Maine, was appropriated for its benelit 
This was a step, however, though a short one, 10 
the right direction. It was a recognition of Uh 
claims of this great industrial interest to the atte! 
tion and care of the Government. I believe 
will be admitted on all hands that much good has 
resulted from it. Its usefulness, however, W®s 
necessarily limited, on account of its very 
ordinate position, and on account of the very litt 
consideration it received from the Government, 
its stall number of clerks, and its very stinted 
means of operation. 

The present Congress at its last session mani- 
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sult 


> 


they required nothing more than was at that time || fested it#apprec iation of the importance of the 
farming interest to the country, and of its claims 


| asked for. 





sult 

Jittle 
vent, 
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Government, by the creation of an independent 
Departmeat of Agriculture, whose operations 
should be exclusively directed to the advancement 
ff that great national interest. That act was 
everywhere received with favor and satisfaction. 


Much good was expected from it; much good is 
now expected from it; much good may be im- | 


b 


parted by it to the agricultural interests, and in- | 


directly to all the interests of the country, pro- 
vided you give it the means for a full and fair 
trial. It may be made the agencey—and that is 
the object of the Department—of important agri- 
cultural Improvements; of improvements in the 
quantity and quality and variety of agricultural 
products, by the introduction of new and varied 
and valuable seeds, cereals, fruits, and plants; in 


testing by chemical analysis the different kinds | 


and qualities of soils, and their peculiar adapta- 
tion to particular products; and, more than all, 
by stimulating a general spirit of agricultural im- 
provement among the people. 

This present Department has already opened 
an extensive correspondence, as I am informed, 
with practical and scientific agriculturists at home 
and abroad. It is already receiving answers in 
large numbers, many of them containing valuable 
and important information. It is also recelving 
valuable contributions in the way of seeds and 
ylants, in great variety and of rare and superior 
juality 5 and our farmers are calling for these; 
they are anxious to try their culture, by way of 
ex} riment. Some of them, itis true, may prove 
unproductive. Many others, doubtless, will prove 
successful and remunerative. This depends in a 
very great degree on the character of the soil and 
the climate, as wellas on the modes of cultivation. 

The article of sorghum, for instance, a species 
ofsugar-cane, to which reference has already been 
made, a few years ago was introduced, through 
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the consideration and fostering care of the \| thizers with treason, at any rate, but very few, 


among our farmers, among the great laboring class 
who earn their daily bread by their daily toil? 
Mr. President, we should at least be careful that 
we do no act, which, by misconstruction even, 
can be taken as a manifestation of negiect or of 
indifference. even, to that great controlling class 


of our fellow-citizens upon whose industry depend 
the prosperity and strength of the country; and 
above all upon whose loyalty, upon whose fidelity, 
upon whose strong arms, and upon whose strong 
will chiefly rest to-day the hopes of the Republic. 

These are some of the general reasons, briefly 
stated, which will induce me to vote against he 
proposed amendment of the Committee on F‘%- 
nance, and to sustain the proposition of the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, the Agricul- 
tural Office, in my judgment, has been a decided 
success, 1 will not repeat what the Senator who 
has just taken his seat 
sorghum sirup. 


has said in relation to the 
I might mention that experi- 


| meuts on that subject have not been brought per- 


haps to the hirhest success of which they are 


|| capable. I believe that until a very recent period 


the agency of this little Agricultural Office, this at- 


tachment to the Patent Office Bureau, and its cul- 
tivation tried In many of the Suates. It may not 
prove to be a successful or profitable cultivation 
in the extreme northern States; but Lam told that 
the production from this article alone the past 
yeari the three States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilhi- 
nois wasa yield of forty million gallons of sirup 
or molasses, of a very fine and superior quality, 
and of an estimated value of at least $20,000,000. 

Cotton and rice, and many other articles, the 
culuivation and growth of which have been here- 
tofore almost ex lusively confined to the southern 
States, | have no doubt may be introduced and 
cultivated to advantage and profit in the northern 
States; and particularly in the northwestern States, 
upon the rich lands of the valleys of the Missis- 
sippi and its tributaries. ; 

The great need, Mr. President, and the main, 
leading object of this Agricultural Department, 
is to have some central point, some organized 
efficient agency, where the requisite information 
upon all these subjects may be collected, and from 
which it may be disseminated among the people, 
and where every farmer may be able to obtain it, 
I say, then, let this Department be sustained; let 
it be liberally sustained; let it have fair and full 
trial of its capability for usefulness. 
a failure, let us abolish it altogether. If success- 


If it proves | 


ful, if itanswers the public expectation, | under- | 


take to say that it will return to the Government 


fourfold, ay, tenfold, the amount of all your 


expenditures upon it. 

lhe popular branch of Congress, the more im- 
mediate representatives of the people’s wants and 
wishes, have, by a very decided majority, recom- 


mended the appropriation of $130,000 for this | 


purpose, 

for such a purpose—about half the amount, L be- 

lieve, that one of your Army paymasters from 
y ) 

Cincinnati, a while ago, gambled away in a sin- 

gle night. It is but a small contribution to the 


This is but a small sum—a small sum | 


great leading industrial interest of the country; | 


that interest which is the support and the life of 
the nation; a sum which, in comparison of your 
daily expenditures, is but as a drop to the ocean. 


Shall we withhold this small pittance for this | 
great purpose? Shall we reduce it? Shall we give | 


\\ grudgingly in aid of the great farming class of 
the country; and, I will say, the great tax-paying 
Class of the country, and the last from whom you 
will ever hear complaint of taxation fgr purposes 
of this kind—the preéminently loyal class of the 
country; for there are no traitors and no sympa- 


it was supposed that sugar could not be made of 


the molasses of the sorghum. The opposite fact, 
however, has been demonstrated thoroughly dur- 
ing the last year. I have at my desk here sam- 
ples of sugar made of the sirup, which L invite 
Senators to look at. Ihave here various varieties 
not made in the sugar refineries in the large cities 
requiring large capital, but made by the farmers 
on their plantations with apparatus that is very 
simple. ‘The samples | have here were chiefly 
made in the State of Illinois; 
sugar perhaps as can be made out of the Louisi- 
ana sugar-cane. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to ask the 
honorable Senator whether this sugar was made 
at the Agricultural Bureau? Did they try the ex- 
periments by which it was found out? r 

Mr. HARLAN. The seed was originally pro- 
cured by the Agricultural Office from abroad, and 
sent all over the country. It was thus introduced 
in the first place, and the farmers learned how to 
make sirup of an inferior quality in the first place, 
which they have improved from year to year by 
expert nee, 

Mr. FESSEN I YEN. Does the Senator unde re 
take to say that they introduced itin the first place; 
that they found out this sorghum seed at that bu- 
reau? 

Mr. HARLAN. It was introduced, I under- 
stand, by that office originally. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Notatall. It wasadis- 
covery made by other people; but they sent out 
agents and vot the seed. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
country. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Of course they did that. 

Mr. HARLAN. As the Senator from Maine 
states positive ly that it was discovered by other 
people, I have no doubt he is right; but this office 
disseminated it over the country, and brought 
public attention to it, 

I might state in connection with this subject, 
also, that the character of wheat in the Northwest 
has been changed within the last few years in the 
same way. We are now cultivating in the State 
of lowa a summer wheat that is perhaps equal, or 
very nearly equal, to the very best qualities of win- 
ter wheat produced inthe best wheat-growing re- 


And disseminated it over the 


gions—a grain so nerfect in its conformation that 
it is very difficult for the most experienced millers 
to distinguish the summer from the winter variety. 
The same success has attended experiments with 
various other plants and fruits introduced by this 
office. 

We ought not to come to the conclusion that 
successful experiment in this direction has been 
entirely exhausted. Why, sir, the corn stalks 
and corn husks that now incumber the corn dis- 
tricts of the Northwest are capable of being con- 
verted into a staple of immense value, worth hun- 
dreds of milliens of dollars. [have here a few 
specimens of products from corn husks and corn 
stalks. Here is a specimen of coarse cloth pro- 
duced from corn husks or ** shucks;”’ itis coarse, 
but firm and strong, strongly resembling flax linen; 
and which experiments will doubtless improve. 
The husk and stalk are reduced to fiber—a kind 
of cotton—and spun and woven in the ordinary 
manner, I have here, also, specimens of paper 


as fine a quality of 


643 


made out of the same materials, some one hundred 
and twe nty different varieties, from the cours 
wrapping paper, strong and firm, to the finest 
quality of writing paper. Now, sir, here is a 
commodity that hitherto has been cast away by 
hundreds of thousands of tons in the corn-grow- 
ing regions, that is capable of being brought inte 
immediate use to supply a want which has beea 
occasioned by this rebellion. Cotton has be 
come difficult to procure; rags have become very 
scarce and dear; and paper has ran up enormously 
in value, unul you are now paying for your pub- 
lic printing more than twofold what it cost twelve 
months since, This office has been collec tung facts 
on this subject, which it is believed will enable 
our paper manufacturers, out of the corn husks, 
thousands of tons of which are thrown away and 
burned eve ry year on the fields of the Northwest > 
to supply this want. 

I might mention another subject to which pub- 
lic attention is being called through this office. It 
is the conversion of the lint of the flax into a kind 
of flax cotton. Heretofore there have been some 
experiments made on this subject that were par- 


ually successful, but notentirely so. On account 
of the low price of cotton these experiments have 
not been prosecul das thoroughly as they ov oli 


to have been. I will not now detain the Senate 
by entering into a minute explanation of this sub 

ject, and the difficulties that have been met and 
partially overcome. [T willonly mention that when 
examined under a glass of a high magnifying 
power, | have been informed that the cotton fiber 
is found to be covered with minute hooks. In the 
process of spinning, these hooked or barbed fibers 
hold on to each other with considerable persist- 
ence. ‘This enables the spinner to draw out and 
form the yarn without handling, with machinery 
alone. ‘The extremely kinky character of fiber 
of wool secures a stmilar result; while the flax 
fiber is perfectly straight and smooth, An effort 
has been made to change its texture by chemical 
means, which has been partially successful. It 
is beheved that the difficulty ean be entirely over- 
come, and the cotton mills enabled to spin and 
weave flax lint as readily as they now manufa 

ture common cotton. I need not say that on the 
rich lands of the Northwest the straw of flax can 
be raised as cheaply as timothy or clover hay; 


perhaps more so, tis almost indigenous to the 


soil. It grows almost without cultivation, and 
may be sold in the market by the ton for three or 
four dollars, | have not the slightest doubt, bring 


ing the cost of the flax cotton as low as six 01 
eight cents per pound, These experiments have 
been prose uted until the cost of removing tne lint 
It could now 
be sold in the market in unlimited quantiues at 
one sixth the present price of cotton, and would 
be in universal demand if the manufacturers could 
spin it like cotton or wool. This difficulty has 
been met, and it is believed will be overconms We 
are probably on the very eve of a triumphant suc- 
cess, and, if so, it will be worth hundreds of mil- 
lions of money per annum to this nation, Tlere- 
tofore the difficulty in the way of successful 
experiment in these products was the extremely 
low price of cotton. It has now attain dan enor 
mous value; and there is no doubt in the minds 
of those whose i 


from the straw has become trivial. 


attention has been called to this 
supply the deficiency us 
cheaply as the cotton at its original value. 

Itis inumated that these experiments have not 
all been made in the Agricultural Office. I[t is true 
they have not been; very few of them lave been 


subject that we may 


made there; but the office is engaged in collecting 
the facts connected with experiments that have 
been made in onr own and other countries, and 
communicating them to the public. [| hold in my 
hand a pamphlet which bears internal evidence 
that it is of German origin, showing that exper- 
iments with the fiber of the corn stalk and corn 
husk were made one hundred years ago, : id 
brought to a very successful issue, with the ex- 
ception of the price of the commodity. After 
taxing their ingenuity to the utmost in perfecting 
machinery and cheapening the various processes, 
as far as t je then existing condition of s¢ ientifi 

knowledge would enable them to do, they found 
that the paper product was still more costly than 
the paper made of rags. This suggested to man- 
ufacturers the importance of reducing the fiber to 
thread, and the thread to cloth, so that the cloth 
might be first worn and the rags of the cloth 








thrown into the market as a raw material, out of 


wi h to make paper. It is believed these ex- 


eriments are 


that a very valuable cloth may be made of the 


husks and the stalks of corn. I will detain the 
Senate for a moment by reading two or three pas- 
Bit from the pamphlet before mentioned, on this 
subiect: 
subject: 


it appeared that the maize fiber could be extracted out 
of the plant, in a form like flax, by a procedure very sim 
ple, and at the same time requiring but little apparatus and 
iliary means; that it could be spun like flax, and be 
woven like the flax thread.” . ° . ° . 
‘The texture of maize flax will look quite different ina 
eliort time, especially when men of the profession will have 
taken it into their hands, and when the spinning and weav 
ing machines will be adapted to the malze fiber.”’ 
. ‘ . ‘ ‘ ‘ 


* * * * 


‘Through the process applied for producing the maize 


being brought to asuccessful issue; | 


fiber, the componegts of the plant are separated into three | 


different parts, to wit: fibers, flour dough, and glaten The 
fibers are spun and weven; the nutritive substance, (flour 
dough.) which has the peculiarity to remain fresh for months 
in the open air—consequently to resist, unlike other organic 
substances, putrefaction—gives a pleasant tasting, nutri 
tiv healthy flour dough. All the fiber and gluten waste 
of the maize plant which are precipitated during the pro 
f extracting the fibers, are used for manufacturing 
* * * * * * 


* * * 


paper 

Che maize plant contains, consequently, not one par 
ticle which cannot be used. It can be made useful from 
the ear-eorn up tothe head of the stalk. ‘The ear gives food 
io man; the maize-stuff extract is a nutriment for beast; 
the fibers are woven into cloth, and the sborter fibers and 
giuten stuff are converted into beautiful paper. After the 
liber has served for cloth, it is brought back as rags, and 
inanufactured into paper. 

‘\Which plant can boast of such a general utility like the 
maize plant? The most remarkable thing in regard to the 
process is its simplicity. 
verbally, and is enabled to effect the production of the above 
named articles on the maize field itself, without the slight- 
est expense,”’ 


Now, sir, it is not necessary to enter into the 
wide field of experiment which is thrown open 
to investigation. What we want is to enable this 
office to collect the facts, to collect the result of 
experiments that are now being made all over the 
country. The cultivation of sorghum has proved 
a great success, 
with the flax fiber and the fiber of corn stalks and 


The hamblest laborer can learn | 
the procedure when he is but once instructed in writing, or | 





I have no doubt experiments | 


husks will prove an equal success, and result in | 


the end inan augmentation of our national wealth 
to the amount of hundreds of millions; this, too, 
by converting into a valuable staple the immense 
products of our maize fields that are now almost 
totally worthless. 

There are other materials on which this office, 


and others, of course, in a private way, are ex- || 


perimenting, to which I would allude if 1 thought 
it necessary to illustrate the subject. But this can- 
\ All thatis asked is $130,000 
to enable this office to proceed with these experi- 
ments, and in collecting the statistics and the re- 
sult of the experiments of others, that the public 
may turn this knowledge to practical account. 
Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, let us see what 
is the issue before the Senate. Nobody objects 
to the Agricultural bureau continuing their experi- 
ments with sorghum or with the other articles that 
have been exhibited upon my colleague’s desk. 
If they have had anything to do with them here- 
tofore, let them go on and continue and perfect 
them. Ido not understand they have had much 
to do with them heretofore except merely to dis- 
seminate the seed of the sorghum after it had been 
introduced by private individuals. The issue is 
between the amendment proposed by the Com- 


not be necessary. 


mittee on Finance of the Senate, which authorizes || 


the same amount of appropriation that has hith- 


erto been made, and the appropriation as itcomes | 


to us in the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives. What do ey propose? Where is this 
additional amount to be expended, and for what 
purpose? Let us see: 


* And for the encouragement of the agricultural and rural 


interests of all parts of the Union”— 


That is a very general expression, and will allow 
this Commissioner of Agriculture to do almost 
anything, | apprehend, under it— 

* And for securing an efficient clerical corps.’ 


There have been no estimates presented to us as 
to the character of this clerical corps; and under 
this appropriation which comes to us from the 
House of Representatives, embracing $130,000, 
this Commissioner of Agriculture would be per- 
mitted to employ, I suppose, almost anybody, 
and at almost any rate. 

‘‘Chemist.”’ Sir, I do not believe that agricul- 
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ture is going to be promoted in my State by the 
establishment of a chemist and a laboratory in 
Washington; and I willtell youwhy. This chem- 
ist will do as chemists have done in Boston, and 
as was done in this city by Mr. Jackson, who was 


formerly employed by this same Patent Office de- || 


| partment. They take, for instance, grapes. They | 


| 
} 
| 
| 





| in this central position. 


| climate changes in which they are raised. 


analyze the wood of the grape. Those same 


grapes grow in my garden. 


They grow there in | 


a different character of soil; in a different climate. | 


The result is that the constituent parts of the 
grape itself are entirely different from the same 
grape growing here in this soil and under this cli- 
mate, because its conditions are different; and 
therefore, when I take the opinion of Mr. Jack- 
son, or of this chemist here in Washington, and 
set out a vineyard on the bluffs of the Mississippi 
river, | discover that I have been entirely misled 
by the investigation that has been made here, and 
that investigation is really to my injury rather 
than to my benefit. 

How should that investigation be made? We 
should encourage it to be made through the State 
agricultural colleges which we authorized to be 
established at the last session of Congress, and 


for which we gave a munificent grant of land. || 


They understand their climates; they understand 
the different character of their soils; they under- 
stand the condition upon which agriculture or 


| pomology or the vintage is to be prosecuted within | 


the jurisdiction of their States; and if I am to | 
vote money at all, 1 would infinitely rather vote | 
the money to those States that have agricultural | 
colleges established for the purpose of pursuing | 


All fruits change as the 
For 
instance, the Baldwins and Rhode Island green- 
ings of New England and New York are compara- 
tively useless in my State; and when a pomol- 
ogist recommends those trees to me because his 
experience in the North Atlantic States has been 
in favor of them, and I adopt his recommenda- 
tion, I am misled. So Iam liable to be misled 
by the recommendations of this Department here 
The truth is, that it is 
too large a machine. It cannot be well operated 
to the advantage of the farmers chematlvathe in 
my opinion. 


these investigations. 


The next proposition is fora botanist. It seems | 


that the House propose to authorize this Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture to select a botanist to be con- 
nected with his Department. 

The next is an entomologist. There is no de- 
termination as to the salary that shall be paid to 
them, or as to the character of the men that shall 
be employed. 


The next is an ornithologist. What is he to do? | 


I suppose that he is to gather together, as best he 
can, all birds that are indigenous in different por- 
tions of the country, and stuff them and keep them 


|| here as a museum, and set up a kind of opposition 


to the Smithsonian Institution. 

The bill continues: 

** And other persons skilled in the natural sciences per- 
taining to agriculture.” 

That covers everybody and everything. It 
covers any kind of natural science that anybody 
can imagine; because they all pertain, in a greater 
or less degree, to the science of agriculture. 

l am convinced that under the appropriation 


| as submitted by the Committee on Finance, more 


money will be expended for the benefit of the | 


farmer than under the appropriation of the House | 


of Representatives. I believe that more benefit 
will be derived from the appropriation of $60,000, 


with the limitations that are fixed upon it by the | 


Committee on Finance, than would be derived 


| from the appropriation of $130,000, as proposed 
| by the House, with this general sweep, this gen- 
| eral authority toselect chemists, and botanists, and 


pomologists, and ornithologists, and entomolo- 


| gists, or other persons who may be skilled in the 


| Entertaining that opinion, I shall vote for the | 


| 
} 
| 


natural sciences that may be in a greater or less 
degree connected with the science of agriculture. 


amendment of the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. HARLAN. I think my colleague is mis- | 


led. The proposition now pending is not the ques- 
tion between the amendment proposed by the 
committee of the Senate and the proposition as it 
came from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from Vermont 
was arguing the question that arose between the 
two propositions, 
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Mr. FOOT. 


The pending amendment is an 
amendment to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. HARLAN. I have no objection to redu- 
cing the language of this provision to greater pre- 
cision, 80 as to prevent an improper appropria- 
tion of the money. My proposition is to amend 
the text of the committee’s amendment so as to 
include the little laboratory that is now connected 
with this office. Lintend to move an amendment 
to the committee’s amendment so as to increase 
the appropriation proposed by the committee, 
whether this amendment shall be adopted or not. 

I might state, however, in reply to one fact sub- 
mitted by my colleague, that the very object of 
these chemical experiments is to escape the diffi- 
culty which he mentions. Any class of fruits or 
grains produced in one latitude on a given soil 
may not be produced profitably in another latitude 
and on another kind of soil. But it will occur to 
him, perhaps, as readily as it does to me, that the 
same chemist that analyzes the grape, and the 
fiber of the twig or vine, can analyze the soil, and 
thus exhibit the congruity necessary to produce 
the fruit; and this doubtless would be the object of 
the experimenter. An analysis of the grape and 
the fiber of the vine and the soil on which it is 

roduced will be had, and an analysis of my col- 
Same ’s garden or field. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
mate. 

Mr. HARLAN. By observation and experi- 
ment, by collecting together statistics on this sub- 
ject, we may know something of the similarity of 
climate; and this Department will doubtless collect 
all the facts on that subject within the purview of 
its correspondence. With a knowledge of tem- 
perature, the quantity of rain precipitated during 
the spring and summer months, the temperature 


You cannot analyze the cli- 


| and snow precipitated during the winter months, 


and the character of the soil in any locality, added 
toa knowledge of the elements of fruits and grains, 
any one of common sense could form a reliable 
conclusion of the probable success of any pro- 
posed varieties, if transferred from one country 
to another. But this minutevess of analysis, | 
suppose, is not contemplated by the office. They 
desire to be able to investigate by analysis with 
sufficient accuracy to avoid the errors that might 
arise from adopting the analysis of others with- 
out inquiry. I care personally but little about this 
amendment. My main object is to increase the 
appropriation. 
Ir. DAVIS. Lam very much gratified, indeed, 
with the interest which the Senator from lowa 
{Mr. Haran] and the Senator from Vermont 
{Mr. Foor] have manifested in favor of this agri- 
cultural experiment. I do not believe they have 
over-estimated it; but, on the contrary, I believe 
they have greatly under-estimated it. 1 have no 
doubt at all that the distribution of improved and 
superior seeds throughout the country every year 
produces a result greatly more valuable than thie 
amount of any appropriation made for the pur- 
pose. There is a very large area in the State of 
<entucky that is comparatively mountainous ; it 
has few woods; itis a sequestered portion of the 
country, and is inaccessible to the ordinary modes 
of travel and transportation. During the last yeer 
I traveled through that region of the State; and | 
found that this plant, the sorghum, was cultivated 
there by every individual who had five acres of 
cleared land. Previous to its introduction, those 
people knew comparatively nothing of the com- 
forts of molasses and sugar. Those necessary 
articles now to such a vast portion of the popula- 
tion of this nation and of the world were almost! 
inaccessible to that portion of the people of Ken- 
tucky. I do not hesitate to say that the benefit 
derived by that portion of the State of Kentucky 
from sorghum as an article of subsistence every 
year is worth vastly more than the amount of this 
appropriation of $130,000 to them; and that is but 
a small portion of our vast country into which the 
cultivation of this article has been introduced, and 
who are now reaping the benefit of it, not as a lux- 
ury, but as a necessary of life. I have no doubt 
of the fact that the improved seeds that have been 
furnished by this Agricultural Department in vege- 
tables and in cereals also annually produce an 
amount of good to the country infinitely greater 
than the paltry sum which is now asked to enall- 
this institytion to attempt a more successful and 
extended operation of its office. 
Sir, I think the experiments that are proposed 
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to be made in this Agricultural Department, and 
the employment of botanists and chemists, and 
professors of entomology and ornithology, will 
he in the highest degree valuable. I do not think 
the objections made by the Senator from lowa 
{Mr. Grimes] to these experiments are valid; be- 
cause, as his colleague suggested, the material to 
enable the experiments to be successfully made 
could be transmitted from Lowa or any other part 
of the United States to this Agricultural Depart- 
ment. It ean come in the form of fruits, in the 
form of vines, in the form of vegetable matter, in 
every form in which it is produced; and the ex- 
periments can be made just as satisfactorily, and 
with as much advantage to the people at large, at 
a central point here as though that work were 
distributed among the States. The experiments 
cannot be done with anything like the value as 
toresults, if they are distributed over the different 
States, as if they were made at a common agri- 
cultural bureau located in Washington. 

Sir, Lam not only willing that this establish- 
ment shall grow, but I am desirous, in the spirit of 
the language used by the Senator from Vermont 
and the Senator from Lowa, that it shall develop 
itself, and that it shall receive such appropriations 
as may be useful to its full and valuable develop- 
ment for the whole country. There is an institu- 
tion of this kind in the Government of France, 
and I imagine its results there are incalculable. 
Here the thing is in its infancy, a mere germ. In 
proportion as it receives attention and govern- 
mental patronage, and goes on developing and in- 
creasing, the results that will be ultimately pro- 
duced by it will be inappreciable. Why, sir, this 
isagreat interest of peace. Whatare now our war 
expenditures? Atthe rate of about two million 
dollars aday. The honorable Senator from lowa, 
who last addressed the Senate, [Mr. Grimes,] is 
aleading memberéf the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs; and the energy, intelligence, and success 
with which he attends to his duties on that com- 
mittee demand my hearty approbation. The gen- 
tlemen of that committee with all their vigilance 
have not been able to prevent the most stupen- 
dous frauds from being practiced on the Govern- 
ment insupplying the navalarm of the service. For 
instance, a rotten ship is purchased at the price of 
three or four hundred thousand dollars, and it is 
worthless; instead of being of any value to the ser- 
vice, it is only a frail bark to delude into its rotten 
hull our seamen and our soldiers that they may be 
ingulfed by old Neptune when he raises a storm 
upon his domain. If gentlemen would be a little 
more vigilant in preventing the Government from 
being cheated in the sale of one of these worth- 
less ships, they would save at least as much ina 
single ship as the whole appropriation that is now 
asked for to sustain the Agricultural Department 
of the Government, and to extend abroad over 
the nation all the advantages that will result from 
its successful operation. 

Sir, lam amazed at the objections that are made 
by gentlemen to this Department. [ ama practical 
farmer myself; I know the advantages of this in- 
stitution to my portion of the country at least, and 
I have no doubt they are equal and probably 
greater in other portions. Nothing would produce 
greater disapprobation among the people of Amer- 
ica than to see the frowns of the Government or 
any of its agencies upon this infant enterprise, 
preventing it from developing to the very greatest 
extent all the agricultural resources of the country, 
by bringing to it not only practical skill and sci- 
ence, but produce a combination of science with 
practical skill that will develop the agriculture of 
America as that of France, England, Scotland, 
and other countries in the Old World has been de- 
veloped. 

I did not intend to say anything on this subject, 
but I do trust that this Agricultural Bureau will 
receive the full measure of that patronage and of 
that appropriation which has been reported in the 
House; and then, in my opinion, it would fall far 
beneath the just demands and merits of the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know but that 
this thing is doomed to go and not only to go but 
to grow. I thought so when it was started, and 
1 dare say it will turn out so; but 1 do not think 
itis worth while to let it do so on bald assertion 


or bad logic, for they are both poor soils, and 
therefore it would be worth while to put it on 
For instance, take the 


some sort of principle. 
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argument of my friend from Kentucky, who has 
just sat down. We are compelled—that is the 
substance of it—to expend vast sums of money to 
carry on the war; ergo, we ought to increase our 
expenditures for agriculture! It costs half a mil- 
lion dollars to build a ship, and we are com- 

elled to have a great many of them: therefore, 
fee us double our expenses for agriculture; it is 
mean if you do not! We are at an immense ex- 
pense, and are putting the people to all sorts of 
sufferings and privations to do what is absolutely 
necessary to save the Government; therefore put 
the sums on everything else where you can find a 
chance and which is a good thing, and do not wait 
until our expenses are reduced. Thatis the sub- 
stance of my friend’s argument, because he says 
it is very mean to talk about this small appropri- 
ation when we are expending such large sums of 
money. I think the good logic of the matter is, 
if we are compelled for national preservation to 


expend large sums of money at the present time, | 
as much as the people can bear, to wait awhile | 
with reference to things that can be dispensed with. | 


I should think that was the correct logic on that 
particular branch of the subject. 


Now take the argument of my friend from Ver- || 


mont. He says do not strike down this institu- | 
tion. Who is talking about striking it down? 


As I have said, we have increased the appropria- 
tion from last year $5,000. 
striking it up—not that | want to strike it down. 
That is not the way to putit. I know that 1 am 
probably taking the unpopular side of this mat- 
ter. [am compelled from my position to do it. 
Somebody must look out at any rate, and see that 


we understand what we are doing with reference 


to appropriations. 

Now, sir, it is not true, as would be insinuated 
by my friend from lowa, [Mr. Har.an,] that we 
are indebted to this Agricultural Bureau for any 
of these benefits to agricylture—not one of them. 
There is no man in the world who has a greater 
regard for truth than my friend from lowa, and 
the last thing that would be imputed to him would 
bea disposition to steal from anybody; and yet his 
speech.is one continued theft from the people who 
have made discoveries for the benefit of this office. 
It is nothing but stealing the experiments that 
have been made by others, stealing the work that 
has been done by others; stealing the work that 
others have produced, for the sake of building up 
this establishment here, which he is desirous to 
sustain. Did any of the officers of this bureau do 
anything toward making that sugar? Did they 
know anything about it? Is there a man in the 
Department at the present day who knows how 
one of these things 1s done? I do not believe there 
is. There is nobody there but the Commissioner— 
and nobody will suspect him of it, I take it—and 
then he has gota parcel of clerks, and perhaps he 
has got a laboratory and somebody who is at 
work onsome subject or other: but does my friend 
from lowa pretend that there is a man there who 
knows or will undertake to tell you how any of 
these results were produced? [do not think he 
will. If he can, | should like to have him name 
him. He has brought in bottles enough here, col- 


_ lected from all parts of the country, to almost fill 


up the shelves of an apothecary; and he says, 


| ‘look and see what has been done by this office;”’ 
and the people up there are as innocent of the 


whole thing as the child unborn. There is no- 
body there but the ‘‘practical farmer’? and his 
clerks. 

Then he has brought in here a large lot of paper 
made from different substances picked up all over 
the country, of which the people in this office 
know nothing. I suppose they have picked them 
up in the country and have sent them here, and the 
Senator says, ‘* behold the results of science! 
We have all the material out West to make these 


| things;’’ and therefore Mr. Newton should go 
| into the Cabinet, and we should have a large lab- 


aratory up at the other end of the city. Is that 
logic? Why, sir, it is nothing but theft—my 


| friend will understand me when I use that word. 


Let us look at thisargument a little further, and 
see how it goes. We have not done anything for 


| artexcept occasionally buying a statue, ora paint- 


ing, or something of that Sort. Suppose it is de- 
sired to have a department of art, and to appoint 


| Dr. Stone, or some other eminent gentleman, or 


. - » . 
a gentleman who is not eminent—I think on the 


system on which we have gone a stone-cutter or 






My objection 1s to 





; tablishment. 
| them; your keepers; your professors; and | dare 


| propriations. 
| to suppose they do not understand this thing, 





a house-painter would do as well; a man who 


knows, perhaps, how to mix colors, and how to 
paint a house, or knows how to follow out the 
tracing on stone—ai the head of the establish- 
ment. You wantto make ita large establishment, 
and desire an appropriation of $500,000 for the 
department of art. You bring in here a splendid 
statue by Powers, and you say, “look at the 
beauty of this statue! See how lifelike it is! 
How it almost speaks!’’ And therefore we must 
have a department of art; and my friend would 
infer that statue came from the establishment that 
was sought to be created into a department. They 
bring in a beautiful picture by one of the old mas- 
ters, and exclaim, “look at the tints! see how 
lovely they are! how it stands out from the can- 
vas!’’ and would lead us to infer it 
Upythere in the same establishment. 
forgets that that is not logic. 

Sir, these things were not produced there. This 
concern at the other end of the Avenue did not 
even find out the sorghum seed. All it did was 
to send out an agent when it was discovered, and 
buy the seed, and then put it up in paper bags 
and send it over the country. That is all it has 
ever done; and now, on that foundation, because 
we have appropriated a little money from time to 
time, and at last one thing has been found, and 
only one, and that is sorghum—for we hear of 
nothing but sorghum; it is all sorghum—after re- 


was done 


My friend 


|| peated experiments with thousands of different 
| kinds of seeds, most of which have failed, we have 


lighted on one thing which the ingenuity and la- 
bor of our people has made valuable, and that is 


} an argument to go on and make a great establish - 


ment out of this bureau, and to build up a large 
Departmentat Washington to which to bring these 
different matters, and make scientific experiments. 
My friend will allow me to say the argument is 
not fair; it is not applicable; it does not explain 
the case in any possible way. 

Now, sir, all they can do, and what I am will- 
ing they should do, is to take the money which 
we appropriate, and send out agents to get these 
seeds and distribute them. ‘That they can do 
better than anybody else. ‘That was the original 
design; but gentlemen wish to make it grow up 
and to establish a great Department. You can seg 
where this leads to. You will have an entomol# 
ogist, as my friend from lowa [Mr. Grimes] has 
said. ‘Then you must havea large establishment 
for insects; you must have rooms in which to keep 
them; you must have keepers; you must have 
clerks for that establishment. ‘Then you have 
your ornithological—these ologies come hard off 
my tongue; | do not speak them very glibly—es- 
You must have your rooms for 


say the State of my friend from Vermont could 
furnish them. Vermont is the best place in the 
world to furnish professors. So of your chem- 
ical establishment, and all the rest of it. 

3ut let me ask gentlemen, where is this thing to 
end? It is not for the advantage of the farmers. 
It is for the advantage of cleriws and keepers and 
professors to be established here at Washington 
to build upa large Department of this deseription 
for show and not for use. That is the plain result 
of the whole of it. Gentlemen may acton this sub- 
ject, if they please, on the principle of erying out, 
** this is for the farmers; it 1s for the great agricul- 
tural interest, which stands at the bottom of all 


| others, and builds everything up; and shall we not 


do something for that??? Sir, if you would just 


put it upon this principle: shall we put our hands 
in our own pockets, and do something for the 
farmers, that question | can understand; but when 
they have got to put their hands in their pockets 
to do this thing for the benefit of a large establish - 
menthere, consisting ofornithology and every sort 
of ology in the whole catalogue, and are to pay 
for it themselves, itis all humbug to talk of it being 
for the farmers. Weare annually taxing the farm- 
ers more and more every day that we go on in- 
creasing this establishment and making these ap- 
We are insulting their intelligence 


Most of them do. Why, sir, my friend from Min- 
nesota [Mr. Rice] hasa statement of how thissum 
is proposed to be expended, and he will explain 
how much goesto clerks and professors, and other 
officers. 

Ido not feel disposed to say anything more 
about this matter, except toask, if anything is to 
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be done, that it be put on correct prin tiples, that 


is to say, true principles, and let us know exactly 
ied Fe I ) 
Mr. RICE obtained the floor. 
V1 HTARLAN. I will ask the Senator from 
Vi ta to give way to me for a moment. 


Mr. RICE. Certainly. 

Vir. HARLAN. I know how adroit the Sen- 
from Maine is, and how conclusive his logic 
isually be found. It seems to me, however, 
he has been more adroit than sound on this 

mn. Ithink he has made 
thing resembling theft in inything | have 


bad use of words. 


i or anything that the Commi ioner of Agri- 
uilure has done, » ) more than there would bein 
hool teacher who learns the urchin the al- 
abet, and how to combine them into words, and 
rds tito senter 3, nnd sentences into a gs- 
3 The Senator may say that the school 
acher did not invent t! al ihabet: somebody else 
i »> centuries stuee; and therefore he 1s perpe- 
i iliterary thet nthe whole country in pre- 
ding that he has invented an alphabet; and 
retore schools and academ and colleges are 


W hless. He might say the same of a judge 
i the bench, that he committed a literary theft in 
mM Authorities he eites in rende ring’ a decision: 
has collected those authorities tow ther, and 
iimed them offon the bar and the country as his, 
wien, in fact, he never invented iny ot those au- 
thorities, and never originated a single decision 
that he has cited. How v ry absurd this would 
sound to the logician, and no more absurd than 
the exhibition the Senator has made of himself on 
the point now pending before the Senate. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. That is not parliament- 
ary, | will suggest to my friend. 


Mr. HARLAN. Then | will withdraw the lan- 


ruage, lL intend to speak only of the impression 
nakes on my mind. 
But let us see how the argument stands, and 


r far my argument ts justly subject to the crit- 
ism of my honorable friend. The Committee 
an appropriation of $60,000 
or this Departinent. ‘The Department is in exist- 
ce, IS In successful operation. [, in my place 
in the Senate, suggest that the appropriation pro- 


on Finan e propose 


ed by the Committee on Finance is not large 
rou rh, in my opinion, to meet the wants of this 
Department. Hitherto it may have been suffi- 
Phe amount hitherto appropriated has re- 

iited inthe accomplishment of vastgood. That 


is been manifested. It has been admitted by the || 


chairman of the committee. Il have attempted to 
w that the field has not been exhausted, and 
tin the condition in vei the country Is now 


und there is a necessit 


» for a larger ay ppropria- 
in. Lhave attempted to Seve hat various com- 
modities which have been heretofore produced at 
i very cheap rate, and which have entered into 
ie general consumption, have, on account of the 
cliion, grown very dear, have become very ex- 
nsive, and there is raw maferial in the country 
which may, by scientific experiment, be converted 
into a substitute fer these various commodities 
that we are not now able to procure at the cheap 
ates that formerly prevailed. Where is the de- 
fect in the logic? Heretofore the appropriation 
was sufficient to meet the wants of the country 
inthis respect. An immense amount of good has 
een achieved, ‘The wants of the country have 
creased; the demand is now greater on account 
the existing war; and hence I propose an in- 
creased appropriation. Now, with due deference 
to the Senator’s capacity as a Senator and asa 
logician—and none esteem him more highly than 
L do, and none admire him more sincerely—I see 
no incongrully. , 


ot 


It seems to me thatthe facts that have been pre- 
sented are not illegitimate or irrelevant. I do not 
see anything resembling theft in all this. | know 
that the Senator used the word in a playful way. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator certainly 
could not have understood me in any possible way 
when | spoke of its being a theft as saying any- 
thing in the slightest degree offensive to him per- 
sonally, because I disclaimed that in the begin- 
ning. 

Mr. HARLAN. Ido not think that the Sen- 
ator intended any such thing; I know he intended 
nothing unkind; but 1 was not willing to have my 

gic,as my honorable friend was ple ased to style 
it, distorted by logic which, in my opinion, was 
no better than my own. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. That isamere matter of 


opinion, of course. 
Mr. RICE. IL have nothing to say in regard 
to theft or logic; but, from the facts before us, I 


believe that, if we make the appropriation pro- 
. 


posed by the bill, the resalt will be that money 
will be obtained lawfully, which, were it not for 
uie effect of the law, would be obtained improp- 
erly. Ll ama friend to agriculture. My region 
is an agricultural region. ‘The Senator from lowa 
[Mr. Har an] says that the appropriation to the 
Agricultural Department should be increased. He 
gives his reasons. I differ with him entirely as 
to the reasons. Il admit thatthe great increase of 
applicants for office furnishes, perhaps, a pretext 
for increasing the appropriation; that is the only 
reason for it. ‘This increase the ut is asked for is 
for s ilaries; 1 does not increase to the amount of 
i paper, more or less, the number of seeds. We 
do not, under the system as now established, re- 
ceive the same quantity, or anything like as great 
a quantity of seeds, as we did under the old sys- 
tem. As for seeds, | have been in the two Houses 
ten years, and there has not been a year, since [ 
have been here, in which I could not go and pur- 
chase for five dollars a greater quantity of seeds, 
in value at least, than | have ever received from 

¢ Patent Office to distribute to my constituents. 
| recollect on one occasion there was a large lot 
of seeds procured; { cannot exactly give the title 
that was put upon the labels; it was Italian, or 
French, or Indian, or something, I do not know 
what, but the result proved that they were noth- 
ing but Canada thistle seeds. I can state that they 
were In the habit of getting boys, who carry me j. 
ons about here, to save the seeds and bring them 
into the Patent Office, and they would say they 
were from China, or Japan, or somewhere else, 
and distribute them, and the result was that, in- 
stead of their bringing forth a fine melon, there 
was a sort of mixture, citron, watermelon, musk- 
melon, and cucumbers, a worthless sort of mon- 
gcrel. Now, toshow that this whole thing is wrong, 
{ wish to siate what this money is asked for by 
the Department itself. | read from the estimates 
of the Agricultural Department: 


For the salary of the Commissioner..........+. - -$3.090 
For the salary of the chief clerk.........cecccececs 2,000 
For the salary of the chemist..........0+ cess ceceee 2,900 


For the salary of the disbursing clerk, who shall be 

of the fourth class, and reecive the same compen- 

sation allowed other disbursing clerks, &c........ 1,800 
For the salary of one fourth class clerk....6. ..s06+ 1,800 
For the salary of three third class clerks on statistics, 

and such other duties as may from time to time be 


assigned them by the Commissioner ....... osecs See 
For the salary of three second class clerks. ....... 4.200 
For the sa yor five first class clerks . 6006 c0vens 6,000 
For the salary of one botanist ......... e060 v6 vases 1,600 
For the salary of one entomologist ...... 0.0. c0e0e0e 1,600 
For the salary of one laborer for the laboratory ..... 300 


For the salary of one second class clerk who shall 
be skilled in agricultural chemistry, &c..... -» 1,400 
I presume he will be better skilled in promptly 
receiving his pay. 
For the salary of one translator... .... 0.00 e.eee eee S120 
For the salary of one librarian ...........cceees cece 1,600 
For the salary of one chief messenger........++.6. - 840 
For the salary of one assistant messenger....... ee» 390 
For the salary of two laborers for halls, and other 
QURIGB oo oe bccn cisacecs occvevsccs doce ceveud secvee 729 
For the salary of two watchinen...... pases 
I like that idea, because, heretofore, more than 
one half of the seeds have been distributed to the 
people in this District and its ae ] 
think they ought to be watched, to see that the 
agricultural regions West get their aaa 
For the purchase of apparatus for the laboratory, &c. $4,000 
For the purchase of chemicals, mechanical work 
relating to experiments, &c. ‘ sbucoeccese 1,500 
For the purchase of books for the agriculturs al li- 
brary, and agricultural and other papers.......... 2,560 
| Weareappropriating money here every day for 
| books and printing. The list of items goes on 
| until it amounts to $67,680 for salaries. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. More than half of the 
whole appropriation asked for. 
Mr. RICE. Thatis notall. Here is another 
little item: 
Ifthe Congressional or botanic garden and the grounds ad- 
joining the Smithsonian Institution are placed under the 
| Department of Agriculture, an additional appropriation to 
| conduct the same will be required of say $16,000, 
Making over eighty thousand dollars for sal- 
aries. Now, what is left for seeds? Here are 
other items for stationery, boxes, seed-bags, and 
papers; and it will leave, I think, out of the ap- | 
1 propriation of $131,000, perhaps fifieen or twenty | 
thousand dollars to purchase seeds. Well, what | 
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will the y peschsne? Not one tenth of ii seeds 
purchased and distributed have been worthadime, 
On the contrary, in a great many instances they 
have been worse than useless. They have bee) 
injurious, because the farmers have expended 
their time in planting and in raising, and whey 
the fruit was brought forth it was found to be 
anything but good. 

‘There is another greatevil about this. There 

| are persons engaged in purchasing seeds for sale, 
and they depend for their success upon the qual. 
ity of the seeds that they purchase. We have 
ruined that class of people by this operation, | 
look upon the thing as one great, grand agricul- 
tural humbug, and I would vote to- -day for abol- 
ishing the entire system. According to the est 
mates the y have sent in he re, their own re port, 
all there is of itis to get money to employ people 
to do nothing for the good of the country. They y 
show it by their own statement. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I suppose 
it is in order to amend the original section, which 
the committee propose to strike out, by way of 
perfecting it, before we proceed to vote upon the 
amendment of the committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to amend the ori- 
ginal section for the purpose of perfecting it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
whether he wants to propose an amendment to 
the amendment of the Committee on Finance, If 
not, if that fails he can afterwards move an 
amendment to the original section. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee will agree to the amendment I 
propose, as an amendment to the amendment of 
the committee, [ will not offer it to the original 
section. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It shall object to it on one 
as much as on the other. 

The VICE’ PRESIDENT. It will be in order 
to amend the words proposed to be stricken out, 
and then in order to amend the words proposed 
to be inserted before that question is put. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then I move to amend the 
amendment proposed by the committee by add- 
ing— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator cannot do 
that until the amendment of theSenator from lowa 
has Leen disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Iowa to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I do not think 
— the argument, if it might be called an argu- 

nent, which | attempted to use in favor of sus- 
ieieiials this Agricultural Department, was cor- 
rectly “conceived by the honorable Senator from 
Maine. I did not intend to say that because we 
were at war and made heavy appropriations for 
the Army and Navy, therefore we should make 
appropriations to this Agricultural Department. 
My argument was that when gentlemen were so 

vigilant about the appropriation of public money 
as the honorable Senator from Maine is, and as 1s 
very commendable in him, for which [ honor him, 
if their vigilance had extended to the effect of 
preventing impositions in the sale of ships to the 
Government, more than twice as much as is asked 
for this Agricultural Department might have been 
saved in a single transaction of that kind. 

I remarked, furthermore, that this was a peace 
interest, and the others are matters appertaining 
to war, I admit, of the most indispensable neces- 
sity. | attempted to say that while gentlemen 
were so willing to vote the immense necessary 

| sums for the purpose of maintaining our war with 
the rebels, it seemed to me that if they were a lit- 
tle more regardful in relation to peace interests, 
and a little more liberal in sustaining peace inter- 
ests by voting the small sum that was asked, or 
that was intended to be asked, by the Senator 
from Iowa, as he gave notice, to sustain the agri- 
| cultural interests of the country, it would be quite 
as well. { admit the full force of the argument 
, made by the Senator from Iowa and the Senator 
from Vermont, that because our country is in war, 
| it is an additional reason of great cogency why 
| the agricultural interest should be fostered and 
encouraged and further developed. 
As these Senators argued correctly, it is at the 
| basis of our whole social organization, and the 
prosperity of every other class of the community 
is based ultimately upon that of the agriculturists. 













































































\s those gentlemen said, they constitute the great 
tion of our population. They are the great 
ynsumers of everything that is consumed in the 

1, consequently, everything that is taxed 


( 
a 
’ 


etly or indtrectly resolves itself very much into 
rden upon the agricultural portion of the com- 
vy: and therefore to sustain this large class 


mmunity,and to give them more of abil- 


y, more of means lo mee t the necessary burdens 

“ are required to sustain our war operations, 
dour peace operations, also, it isa consideration 
r al i proper, and of a good deal of coe ney, 

why their great interest should be fully fostered 
| deve ed, 


fn relation to the honorable Senator’s argument 
heft. Lintend to make but a single remark. 

What are all the acquisitions in the world in this 
lightened and civilized day, but theft according 
+ the Senator’s idea? We run back even to an- 
ecient Eeypt, the mother of all civilization, and 
h of the knowledge that we have in this day 
at is so useful to us is derived from that ancient 
source. ‘he whole world,every man who ts en- 
caved in disseminating knowledge throughout the 
world, according to the Senator’s idea, would be 
vuilty of theft. There is scarcely anything that 
is age is making use of, very litthke compara- 


o 


nu 


tively, that has not been garnered up by past gen- 
erations, and any use that we make of it, accorde 
ing to the Senator’s notion, would be .neft. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. The Senator 
misapprehended me entirely. 

Mr. DAVIS. I am glad to hear that I did mis- 
anprehend the Senator; butthat is the very office 
that we want this Agricultural Department to per- 
form. We want them to collect all the informa- 
tion of the world, in the present day and in past 
wes, that bears upon the agricultural interests of 
the country, and to give the whole agricultural 


portion ot the people of the United States its bene- | 


fit. We think itis performing that office in a very 
valuable degree; and if sufficiently and reasonably 
ed, it will perform itinasull greater and 
more valuable degree. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


encourag 


I ask my friend whether 


that office is performe d by collecting insects, or | 


‘ing birds and stuffing them, and making 
chemical experiments. Is that collecting inform- 
Mr. DAVIS. Ido not know that it will be the 
office of this Agricultural Bureau to collect insects 
| birds 
Mr. FESSENDEN. That is part of the very 
roposition we propose to strike out. 
Mr. DAVIS. 
cultural portion of the country to know what 
lisects prey most upon their seeds when they sow 
em? Isitnotof greatadvantage that the farmers 


I 
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Mr. GRIMES And a meteorologist? 
Mr. DAVIS No; there is enovueh of meteor- 


ology in the Smiths Institute. Ll have been 
over there myself. ‘They are in the same neigh- 
borhood: ander ytt rt tis necessary to ve 
observed and remarked upon—isothermal lines, 
and upon the state of the atmosphere, and where 


storms prevail, and rains—everything of that kind 
lamountin the Smithso- 
nian Institution. Weask nothing in that line; but, 
sir, we Want what appertains to agriculture appro- 
priately. ‘This he 
tical farmer. He tis not a scientific man, we a 
admit; ¢ ’ 


can be had to any use 


id of the Department is a prac- 


nd therefore he is incompetent to elicit all 
of this valuable information in science from actua 
experiment. We want a moderate a 


propriation 
made that will authorize t r 


»employment of com 

t ‘ ae 7h 
petent men to perform such work. ‘That is uh 
whole of it. 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, the creat interest 
in this, as in almost every other country, is agri- 
culture. lt is not the great interest of that por- 
tion of the mntiry which | have the honor in part 


to represent, nor ¢ Ne W Eng ind; out it 1s thre 


rreatinterestofthe whole counts y taken together, 
and the Govern- 
ment of every enlichtened country, of every civ- 
ilized people, L beli 
important to pay some attention, in the adminis- 


as itis of almost all countries: 


ve, has theretore deemed it 


tration of its alfairs, to the supportand encourage- 


ment of agriculture. I believe all the nations of 
Europe have governmental departments, in which 
the interests of agriculture receive particular atten- 
tion and guardianship. é' 

Now, sir, ouvht the Government of this creat 
agricultural people to establish such a Department? 
The Senators who oppose it have exhausted all 
their powers of s ircasm and ridicule in belittling 
this question, and have held up to view such of 
its details as seem to them unimportant o1 absurd. 
I shall not follow them in this peculiar line of areu- 
ment. I shall not consider the question whether 

ornithology, or entomology, orany particular sei 

ence, ought to be attended to in that Department. 

It seems to me unfair, in the discussion of this 

question, to dwell upon minor details of that sort. 


The y do not affect the real merits of the question 


|| before uS, Ought we to have a government | De- 


Is it not of advantage to the ag- | 


shall know what birds are most pestiferous to their | 


crops? Isit not of advantage to the agriculturists 
of the country that they should know the best 
. means of destroying the insects and the birds that 
rey upon their seeds in the ground, and upon 
their crops r 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Can that be done by mak- 
ing a museum? j 

Mr. DAVIS. Itcan be done by experiments. 
The honorable Senator compiained that here was 
ahead of the Agricultural Department that was 
not learned, and that this appropriation was in- 
tended to sustain an ignorant head of a Depart- 
mentand his body of clerks. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. The Senator 
will be kind enough not to misrepresent me. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not so intend. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
tend it, Lknow. I said nothing about the head 
of the Departmentexcept this, that no one would 
pretend that he himself could perform this labor, 


The Senator does not in- | 


and it consequently involved the employment of 


learned men to do it. 
Mr. DAVIS. Weall know that. I think I have 
Stated the honorable Senator’s position fairly. 
Mc. FESSENDEN. 1 do not deny that the 


present Commissioner is competent to all the du- 


lies of the office as now carried on under the former | 


appropriations, 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, we want it carried on 
diffi rently in some degree. We want learned, 
intelligent, scientific men to ‘ake charge of its pro- 
fessorships, if you choose to call them so. We 
want a chemist, we want a botanist, we want 
an entomologist, and an ornithologist too, if you 
choose. 


ls this vast national 
interest of sufficient importance to authorize the 


partment of this character? 


expense necs ssarily attendant upon the support 
of such a Department of Government? ‘This is 
the question which | desire to consider, and I trust 
1! the attention of the Senate is not to be diverted 
li from its consideration by an exposure of unim- 

portant or accidental defects, which do not neces- 

s irily belo if to the system, That larve and ex 

panded view of the subject should be taken which 
Senator from Vermont, 
{[Mr. Foor,] and in which he has been 
supported by the Senators from Iowa and Ken- 
tucky, [Messrs. Haran and Davis.] 


my . ‘ 6 
The popular branch of Congress have sent us 


has been taken vy the 


sO ably 


sum of 
$130,000. It would seem, in listening to the re- 


marks of Senators on this s 


a bill containing an appropriation of the 


rove cet, th it some vast 
sum was proposed to be appropriated, that the 
‘Treasury was to be exhausted; yet $130,000 ts 
the moderate sum propos d to us as the fourda- 
tion of the Department of Agriculture: and what 
|, does the chairman of the Committee on Finanes 
|! say? That committee have reported an amend- 
|} ment reducing this sum to $60,000; and the chair- 
1} man tells us it is bétause the country is involved 
|| in war. He says we are now involved in war, 
and therefore cannot afford to expend the sum 
proposed to be expended in the bill before us. I 

i! was glad when | saw that the eagle eyes of that 
Senator had been devoted to this question of ex- 

}, pense, that he had pe netrated the recesses of this 
bill to see what was improper, and what could be 
stricken out, and I had a little curiosity to follow 
him. TI looked into the bill, with a similar pur- 
pose; I looked to see what other appropriatfons 
the committee had passed over, when they seized 
upon this for the benefit of agriculture, and asked 
i; us to reduce it. I found there some appropria- 
tions not absolutely essential, which, although 
the country is involved in war, the committee sup- 
posed it was very proper to report to the Senate. 
Idonot say these appropriations are not proper, 

but I beg leave to call the attention of the Senate 
for a single moment to some of these items, as 

|| showing what expenditures are deemed proper 
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even in time of war, although those for the great 
interest of agriculture must be given up. For pi 

lishing the Globe » $39,976; for folding documents, 
$40,000; for newspapers, $12,500; for: ‘porting for 
the Globe, $15,000—in ali 896,000, Well, sir, not- 


withstanding the country is invo,ved in war and 
ling for its existence, thes 


strugg ‘ 


e expenditures 
can be authorized in this very identical bill, in 
which we are notto insertan appropriation for the 
benefit of arriculture » In consequence ot the pecu 

] 


liar state of the country ! L do nat propose tosay 


this time that these are not proper expend 
tures; but l will say this, that if IT had the option ta 
rike out from the bill either an appropriation for 
Avricultural Department or those which I} hav: 
read, | should not hesitate to strike out the latter 
But, sir, the truth is that although the country is 
invelved in war, It Is not necessary for us to con- 
L other proper expr nditures must be 
andoned. We may go on, we ought to go on, 


the people expect us to go on with this Govern- 
mentas if this war did not exist, with economy 


Ibis true, Hotwith lavish expenditure; but we are 
not cailed upon to thrust aside every proper object 
ot eXpense because we are now compelled to sub- 
mit to great expenses for the support of the war. 

The Senator-further said thatif the proposition 
were that we should put our hands into our own 
pockets and pay something for the benefit of the 
agricultural interest, it might prove our patriotism, 
Why, sir, the agricultural interest of this country 
do not ask of usa favor; they do not ask us to 
put our hands in our own pock tsand make them 
agratuity. ‘Che Senator says this is their money. 
So it is; 16 comes from them; they pay it; itis 
theirown. Now, sir, letusoutof their own mone y 
do something for their benefit. They ask no gra- 
tuity, they ask no favors: but the agricultual in- 
terest of this country does deserve, in my judg- 
ment, that something should be done for the sup- 
port and advancement of that great interest. 

Now, sir, for us to stand here and exercise our 
powers of criticism because some body has pro- 
posed the employment of an entomologist or an 
ornithologist, strikes me as ve ry unworthy. Ido 
not know that such an officer will be employed. 
I can very readily see that, as the Senator from 
Kentucky has intimated, very great good might 
come from examining carefully the habits of va- 
rious destructive insects, and the mode of exterm- 
inating them, if they can be exterminated. Ido 
not see that that is so supremely ridiculous; but 
at the same time thereis no evidence here that this 
If it is 
to be thus expended, you may strike it out, and 
amend that portion of the bill if you choose, 

Th question seems to me to be whether we 


money 1s to be devoted to that purpose, 


ought not to establish and to support this great 
Department. 
the agricultural portion of the community are 
deeply concerne d. | believe they are lookin rwitn 


| look on it as an interest in which 


no small degree of interest to our decision on this 
subject. | believe they were gratified when a 
practical farmer was placed at the head of that 
Department. There was great objection made at 
that time that he was not a scientific man. We 
were told that he was not a literary man, he was 
not a distinguished writer. ‘True, sir, he was a 
practical farmer, a man who when one of his 
brother farmers comes to the city of Washington 


will take him by the hand, sit down with hin 


’ 
talk over his interests, consult with him,and with 
whom he will feel at home. Th if, Sir, I think, 
was the kind of man who was needed. 1 did not 
myself wish thata literary man should be selected; 
{ did not wish a man who would be occupied in 
publishing large volumes of transactions. I de- 
sired that a man should be appointed who would 
be capable from his own experience of attending to 
what the agricultural interest desired; who would 
bring a practical knowledge of agriculture in its 
various branches to the discharge of his duties 


Such a man I believe we have, and Lam tn favor of 


giving his Department an opportunity to dissemt- 
nate far and wide throuchout theec yuntry the in- 
formation which has been shown by the Senatoi 
from lowa [Mr. Harvay] to be of such immense 
value. 

1 shall therefore cheerfully support the appro- 
priation as it comes from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, although my own people have no par- 
ticular interest init. Connecticut 1s not an aeri- 
cultural State; it is a manufacturing State. ‘lhe 
agriculture of Connecticut is comparatively un- 
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important; but although that is the case, believing 


as I do that the vast agricultural regions of this | 


country, and especially of the West, require of 
us an appropriation of this character, | shall most 
cheerfully vote for the sum specified in the bill as 
it comes from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. HALE. When I heard the Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Cottamer,] the other day, make 
an average of the time that belonged toevery Sen- 
ator during the remainder of this session, and I 
found that it was only two hours apiece, I determ- 
ined that I would use my two hours not upon 
any trifling matter. 
jority of the Senate are not disposed to make that 
equation. [ think that my friend from Kentucky 
{[Mr. Davis] gives visible manifestation that he 
looks upon such an equation as that as all non- 
sense, and therefore | will use a little, not much, 
of my two hours on this subject. 

It 1s said that when Bonaparte was at the height 
of his power in France, he met, at one of his pre- 
sentations, a company of manufacturers of some 
class or other, | do not remember what, and said 
to them, ** 
‘* Let us alone; that is all we want.”’ 


Well, sir, 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 


they want; and if we are to extend it to them, I 
believe we can do vastly better and do more good 


| by giving what aid we have to give to the Na- 


tional Agricultural Society, and to the State agri- 


cultural societies, and to agricultural colleges, | 


instead of building up a Department here. Iam 
not opposed to what we have done. | am willing 
that the appropriation for seeds, to the full extent 


| that it has ever been made, shall continue; but if 


I understand the Senator from Minnesota, the 


| more money we give, the less seeds we get, and 


| find, however, that a ma- || 


the Departmentare not now distributing so much 
as they used to do before they had the present 
sum. Il am willing to continue to them this year 
what they had last, and shall be content if we 
get what we had before. 

But if the case is as stated by the honorable Sen- 


ator from Minnesota, and some $60,000 out of this | 
$130,000 is to be expended in paying for salaries | 


|| to professors ef ichthyology, &c., here at Wash- 
| ington—is to be paid for these professors—-I think 
|| that what we do for agriculture will be ‘‘allin your 


rentlemen, what can I do for you?’? | 


1 believe to-day that if the farming interest of | 
this country could speak to Congress, they would | 


say, ‘* letus alone, for God’s sake; you have taken | 


manufactures and brought that interest into the 


whirlpool of politics, unul you bankrupted every- | 
body that was concerned init by alternation, some- | 


Let us 


times one way, and sometimes another. 


alone; if you will, we will take care of ourselves | 


and take care of you.’’ That I believe to be the 


common sense of nineteen twentieths of the prac- 
tical farmers of the country to-day. They want 
to be let alone; they are as afraid of Congress as 
they are of a pestilence, and they want anything 
else but our aid. 

Now, sir, there is a great deal of talk about 
this matter. It is said that it is for the benefit of 
agriculture that we are to have a ** chemist, bot- 
anist, entomologist, ornithologist, and other per- 
sons skilled inthe natural sciences.’?’ What will 
that do for agriculture? About as much as eating 
roast turkey and mince pie on Christmas day does 


for the Christian religion—not a mite more. If || 


these are to be a part of the means by which ag- 


riculture is to be benefited by having here a chem- | 
ist, a botanist, an entomologist, and an ornithol- | 


ogist, | say—and I do not say it for the purpose 
of making fun of the matter—you want an ichthy- 
ologist. 
much attention; itis a practical matter. 
tivation of fish, the science of raising fish is be- 
coming a matter of very serious importance in 
some parts of the country, and we ought to have 
an ichthyologist, too. 

Then, sir, there is another department of agri- 
culture. I do notknowthatI can give the Greek 
of that, and so I will put it in English: we want 
a dairyologist, somebody to superintend the man- 
ufacture of cheese and butter—an important agri- 
cultural interest, vastly more so than entomology 
or ornithology. ‘Then, sir, you want a farrier,a 
man that understands the horse. | remember that 
years ago, when Governor Brooks was Governor 
of Massachusetts, and he was going down to what 
was then one of the provinces of Masssachusetts, 
Maine, he stopped in New Hampshire, and one 
of the horses with which he was traveling gave 
out. He had to have him shod. There happened 
to be living in that neighborhood, some half a 
dozen miles from where he was, a celebrated far- 
rier. The Governor heard of him, and he went 
some six miles out of his way to that skillful far- 
rier, to see that he trusted his horse to no vulgar 
and inexperienced hand. That man had a repu- 
tation from that day, and his descendants have it 
now, that they are ie sons of the blacksmith that 
shod Governor Brooks’s horse. Well, sir, we 
want one in this department. Iam not certain 
that this provision oo not apply to it, for it is 
‘** other persons skilled in the natural sciences,’’ 
without any limitation or restriction. Itis spread 
out over the whole ground, and this appropria- 
tion is not only for those I have indicated but for 
** other persons skilled in the natural sciences,” 

Sir, I will not be a whit behind the Senator 
from Connecticut in my devotion to the farming 
interests, I have no great professions to make. 
I think | understand the farmers and they under- 
stand me; but I believe, in conclusion, as Stoeem, 
that this is not forthe farmers. It is not what 


That is a subject which has attracted | 
The cul- 











| eye,’’ and it will be nothing at all. 


I think this 
is an inappropriate time to make such appropria- 
tions. Gentlemenexcuse themselves for voting for 
this because they say we are voting such immense 


| appropriations elsewhere; and the honorable Sen- 








ator from Kentucky, who is usually sound in his 
logic as well as vehement in his eloquence, argues 
that, because we suffer ourselves to be swindled in 
the purchase of ships, we ought not to withhold 
small sums from this Agricultural Department. 
Such a system of reasoning as that would bank- 
rupt the Treasury; it would bankrupt the world. 
If we have been swindled in one Department, we 


| should lay a more close and more economical su- 


pervision upon all the rest; and if, because we are 
spending largely and indefinitely, we are to look 
to none of these small appropriations, I say, sir, 
we have fallen on evil times, and evil counsels 
have prevailed in regard to our Treasury and in 
regard to our economy. 

I do not want to make any professions of friend- 
ship to farmers. I believe they understand this 
matter; and I believe that not one in a hundred 
will thank you for any left-handed compliment 
that you pay them by pretending to do something 
for the benefit of farmers by voting money which 
is expended in paying fat salaries to professors of 
these ologies that are to be here in the city of 
Washington. For this reason I shall follow the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILKINSON. When the bill establish- 
ing a separate Department of Agriculture was be- 
fore the Senate at the last session I supported it. 
It was then urged by those who opposed it that 
it would be followed by a large increase of appro- 
priations, and that the attempt would be made at 
the next session thereafter to make a gigantic 
concern of it. The friends of the bill which was 


| then before the Senate repudiated that idea, and I 


among the rest said that it would not necessarily 
increase the expenses of the Government. Now, 
sir, while this war goes on, I propose to stick to 
my word. I propose upon this measure to vote 
in accordance with what | then said. I do not now 
believe that it is wise or proper to double the ex- 
penses of this office, particularly while the pres- 
ent superintendent is at the head of it. I do not 
believe that he is competent to take charge of 
such an establishment as the House bill provides 
for. [shall therefore support the amendment of 
the Committee on Finance, which, I believe, 
gives $5,000 more than has Wen ordinarily ap- 
propriated for the benefit of the Agricultural De- 
partment. I do not believe that the farmers of this 
country would favor the expenditure of over 
$60,000 for the payment of officers in this De- 
partment. I know the agricultural interest is in 
favor of carrying on this war and preserving the 
Government, and therefore I think it is not in 
favor of so large an appropriation for this purpose. 
Mr. POWELL. | am in favor of making the 
appropriation proposed by the House bili for the 
Agricultural Bureau. I have listened attentivel 
to the gentlemen who have assailed the Agricul- 


| tural Bureau, and | must confess, with great def- 
| erence to their extended intelli 
| tural and other matters, that I have not heard any 
| reason which to my mind is valid against that 


nee upon agricul- 


appropriation. It is well known to the country 


that the agricultural interest pays, perhaps, nine 
tenths of the taxes that support this Government; 
it is, in a word, the great interest of the people; 


GLOBE. January 31, 


- 
SS aa sss 
ee 








LL 


| 











and yet, so far, | know of but very little Jegisla- 
tion calculated to promote that great and most vital 
interest of the people. The amount that is asked, 
$130,000, is really contemptible. 

Gentlemen have chosen to speak about the 
various ologies mentioned in the bill. Sir, every 
intelligent, practical agriculturist throughout the 
land knows that perhaps agricultural chemistry 
has done more than anything else to develop this 
great interest; and if this amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Finance shall prevail, it will destroy the 
small chemical department now attached to the 
bureau. I do not believe you can make any ap- 
propriation of money of the same extent that will 
more redound to the interests of the people of this 
country in every branch of its industry than this 
for agriculture. The essays that are written, the 
experiments thatare made,the intelligence that will 
be collected and disseminated broadcast among 
the people, will be a fund of intelligence that will 
give an impetus to this great interest, and will in- 
directly redound to the benefit of every other in- 
terest of the people. It is agriculture that causes 
your looms to ply more vigorously. It is that 
which gives energy to the sails of your ships, 
But for the products of the soil, not only your 
manufactures but your shipping interest would 
languish and perish. Itis, indeed, the parent of all 
other interests; but while we are lavishing mil- 
lions upon millions upon every other interest, this 
is utterly neglected. We do not propose to appro- 
priate for this interest for one year as much money 
as you spend in three hours this day in carrying 
on the expenses of the Government. 

The Senator from New Hampshire, with his 
usual wit and humor, has attempted to ridicule 
this proposition, and thus to drive it out of the 
Senate. He says that the farming interest would 
pray God that they might be let alone. I dare 
say they would. I can tell the Senator that in 
the great West, from which I come, they do pray 
God that Congress may let them alone in some 
respects. They pray God that Congress would 
never impose on them the payment of $500,000 
for fishing bounties, nine tenths of which goes to 
New England. They pray God that they may 
be relieved from a tant which particularly beu- 
efits the gentleman’s region of the country, and 
that causes them this day perhaps to pay twenty 
per cent. more on all the various things they buy 
for their ordinary consumption. I have no doubt 
that they have often prayed God to be relieved 
from an act of Congress that gives to the shipping 
interest of the country bounties and bonuses, all 
of which come out of this great laboring interest, 
the farmers. If their prayers could be heard to- 
day, sir, they would most devoutly pray God to 
be relieved from these oppressions, for they pay 
nine tenths of this tribute to favored classes in the 
way of bounties and other things. They do not 
come here and crowd the Senate Chamber by theis 
committees. They represent the great interest 
of the people that is diffused; but the manufac- 
turing, the shipping interest, the codfish interest, 
and all that kind of thing, is concentrated capital; 
it enters the lists; it comes into these Halls with 
committees, and the contest comes up between 
capital concentrated and labor diffused, and thus 
it is that those who are constantly applying here 
representing these classes have their privileged 
special legislation, which taxes the farmers mil- 
lions on millions annually, and takes that much 
from their hard earnings. But because they do 
not come here and complain of these things, the 
gentleman says they pray God that you will let 
them alone. I can tell the Senator that they will 
never pray God to prevent Congress from allow- 
ing this smallest of pittances to go for the promo- 
tion of their interest; but they would pray God, 
and I have no doubt they are devoutly praying 
him now daily, to relieve them from the oppres- 
sions which the class legislation that I have al- 
luded to has imposed uponthem. I do hope that 
the amendment of the Senator from Iowa will 
ea and then I trust the appropriation wi! 

allowed to remain in the bill as it came to w 
from the House of Representatives. 


REVENUE OFFICERS. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I wish to interrupt this 
bill for a moment to make e privileged motion. 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the amendments to 
the bill (H. R. No. 561) in relation to commis- 
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sioned officers of the United States revenue cutter 
service, have met, and after full and free confer- 
ence have agreed to recommend, and do recom- 
mend, to their respective Houses as follows: 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate, and agree to 
the said amendments. 

This report is signed by Messrs. Ten Erck, 
Cuanpter, and Car.ize, on the part of the Sen- 
ate,and Messrs. Error and Loomis on the part of 
the House of Representatives. I move that the 
report be concurred in, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
bill that is. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 

Mr. KING. Let it be read again. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Chair will 
receive the report, though the Chair knows of no 
rule of the body and no parliamentary law that 
makes ita privileged question. ‘There has been 
such a practice in the Senate. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
practice. t 
take the Senate bill as we passed it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear it. 

The Secretary read the report. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator have the 
kindness to state what that bill provides for? I 
never heard of it before. 


I ask the Senator what 


I read the title of it. 


Mr. CHANDLER. It provides for the relative | 


rank of revenue officers, as compared with naval 


officers, with a proviso that no increased pay shall | 


accrue. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
passed at the last session? 

Mr. CHANDLER. It passed at the last ses- 
sion, but the House of Representatives disagreed 
to the Senate bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no bill 
before the Senate. ‘The papers have not been re- 
turned from the other House. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
that they had been. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It may not be com- 
petent for the Senate to act when the papers are 
not here. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


the table for the present. 


I move thatit be laid on 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is not | 
The report cannot be acted on with- | 


necessary. 
out the bill and accompanying papers being here. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, 


the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, January 31, 1863. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, pre- | 


sented to the House a communication from the 


Secretary of War in answer to the second and | 
third branches of the resolution of the House of | 


December 10, 1862, as to the number and names 
of major and brigadier generals not assigned to 
actual command; also, the names and rank of 
their respective staffs. 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 


communication will be laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I desire the floor on the 


motion to print that document. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair will with- 
draw it in accordance with the understanding upon 
which the Chair has uniformly acted, that if any 
communication he might present gave rise to de- 
bate, he would withdraw it and let it remain on 
the table subject to the order of the House. 

The regular order of business is the considera- 


tion of House bill No. 675, to raise additional sol- | 
diers for the service of the United States, on which | 


& motion to commit is pending. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Tuomas] is entitled to 
the floor. 

INVALID PENSION BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to give way for the 
passage of a bill, which has been returned from 
the Senate with amendments. There are two 
slight amendments, and they are merely of a 


It has always been the | 
The effect of the report merely is to | 


Has such a bill as that been 


I was told by the Clerk | 








verbal character. The bill relates to the payment 
of pensions, and ought to be passed. . 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 
way for that purpose. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, by unanimous 
consent, reported back with arecommendation that 
they do pass Senate amendments to the bill of the 
House (No. 616) making appropriations for the 
payment of invalid and other pensions of the Uni- 
ted States for the year ending 30th June, 1864. 

No objection being made, the amendments of the 


I will give 


| Senate, which were merely verbal, were taken up, 
| considered, and agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move to re- 


consider the vote by which the amendments were 


| agreed to; and also move to lay the motion to re- 











consider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, | 


their Secretary, informed the House that the Sen- 


ate had passed joint resolutions of the House of 


the following titles: 
Joint resolution (No. 117) tendering the thanks 


of Congress to Commander John L. Worden, of 


the United States Navy; and 


Joint resolution (No. 112) tendering the thanks | 


of Congress to Captain James L. Lardner and 
other officers of the Navy, in pursuance of the 
recommendation of the President of the United 
States, with amendments; in which the concur- 
rence of the Hlouse was requested. 

The message also announced that the Senate 
had passed bills of that body of the following 


titles, in which the concurrence of the House was || 


requested. 
An act (No. 
poel; and 


An act (No. 425) for the relief of Thomas B. 


127) for the relief of Isaac Vander- 


Juan Mirander, deceased. 

The message further announced that the Senate 
had passed a bill (H.R. No. 649) making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic expenses 


\| of the Government for the year ending June 30, 


1864, with amendments; in which the concurrence 
of the House was requested. 
ST. ANN’S INFANT ASYLUM. 
Mr. MAY, by unanimous consent, introduced 


a bill to incorporate the St. Ann’s Infant Asylum | 
in the District of Columbia; which was read a | 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, re- 


ported back, from the select committee on the 
Pacific railroad, Senate bill (No. 360) granting 
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the proceeds of the sale of certain public lands to | 


aid in the construction of a northern Pacific rail- 
road; which was recommitted, and ordered to be 
printed. 

NEGRO SOLDIERS. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 


consideration of the bill of the House No. 675 be 
postponed until one o’clock. 


other matters, and I do not want to refuse them. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ifthe gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts is not ready to proceed, some others 
are. 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I am ready. || 
Very well, then; let us pro- | 
I desire, before the gentleman takes the | 


Mr. STEVENS. 
ceed, 


There are numer- | 
ous gentlemen who desire to introduce bills and | 


| 
| 


floor, to modify my amendment; and in order | 


to do that, I ask the gentleman from Tennessee 
(Mr. Maynarp] to withdraw his motion to com- 


| mit the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


and I will renew it. 
_ Mr. MAYNARD. 
it. 

Mr. STEVENS. I modify my amendment by 
adding thereto the following proviso: 


Provided, That nothing herein contained, Or in the rules 
and articles of war, shall be so construed as to authorize 


Of course I will withdraw 


| Or permit any officer of African descent to be appointed tu 


rank, or to exercise military or naval authority over whit 


officers, soldiers, or men in the military or naval service of 


the United States; nor shall any greater pay than ten dol 
lars per month, with the usual allowance of clothing and 
rations, be allowed or paid to privates or laborers of Afriean 


| descent which are, or may be,in the military or naval ser- 


vice of the United States. 
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Mr. MAYNARD. I now renew the motior 
to commit, 

PERRY 8S. BROCCHUS. 

Mr. CRAVEN, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on Territories 
a joint resolution of the House (No. 135) provid. 
ing for the payment of the salary due Perry 8. 
Brocchus, asassociate justice of the supreme court 
of the Territory of New Mexico; and the same 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FENTON. If the consideration of the 
special order is to be postponed until one o'clock, 
I desire to move that the House resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole House 6n the Private 
Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. 


arrangement. 


Objection was made to that 


NEGRO SOLDIERS. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. [ask the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to yield to me that | may 
be heard upon the regular order for a few mo- 
ments. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I will hear 
what the gentleman desires. 

Mre ROSCOE CONKLING. I do not wish to 
participate in this discussion; | mean to abstain 
from it. I have in my possession, however, a 
statement which I think will be of interest to the 
House and to the public;a statement of the views 
of Alexander Hamilton, furnished me by his son 
and literary executor; and if there be no objection 
I will send it to the Clerk’s desk to be read, with 
brief extracts from the writings of him whose 
views it expresses. ; 

No objection being made, the statement was read 
as follows: 

* A distinguished gentleman from Kentucky referred day 
before yesterday in general terms to the * Federalist,’ stating 


|} that nothing on the subject he was discussing ts to be found 


Valentine, claiming title under a Mexican grant to || in that commentary—that is, nothing favoring the views of 


| the advocates of the emancipation of slaves in their em 


| views. 


ployment as soldiers. It may be replied that nothing is to 
be found in that valuable commentary in opposition to their 
But the allusion must be regarded as wholly irre! 
evant. ‘The Federalist was addressed * to the people of 
the State of New York,’ to promote their adoption of the 
Constitution as submitted to them by the Federal Conven 


tion, and did not deviate from that purpose. But it is not 
| to be inferred therefrom that the authors of that work were 
advocates of eternal slavery, nor adversaries of the nienns 
of the slaves protecting their freedom when attained. Such 
an inference would be entirely at war with the character 


and history of the authors of that work, and with the tein 
per of the public mind antecedent to, coeval with, and for 
years subsequent to, the American Revolution. Happily 
this deeply interesting matter is not left to inference: \ 
member from Ohio, [Mr. Hurentins,] in his carefully pre 
pared statement, quoted the opinion of Mr. Madison, the 
representative at that time of Virginia, then the fullest 
slaveholding State of the United States, direetly in favor of 
the employment of the negro slaves as soldiers. 

** Another of the writers of that treatise, Mr. Jay, was no 
toriously the friend of the enfranchisement of the negro: 


’ 


| nor does the confirmation of these views stop here A sol 


dier, who rode by the side of Washington in most of the bat 
tles of the Revolution, who mounted the rampart at York 


| town, and by its capture, freed Virginia from the tootota 


foreign foe, and whose figure is conspicuous in the 
ing in this Capitol representing the surrender of Cornwal 


nraint 
my 
| ' 


| lis; a legislator who served in the Congress of the Conted 


'| eration; a statesman who was a member of Washington's 
I suggest | 


| that, by the unanimous consent of the House, the 


Cabinet; astatesman to whom the last letter which Wash 
ington wrote was addressed; a statesman in whose honor 
Jefferson, when the strife of party controversy between them 
had ceased, placed his bust in bis library at Monticello; 
this soldier, legislator, and statesman has left a record of his 
views at different periods of his life, all in concert with 
each other. His name is Alexander Hamilton. 

“©On the Lith of March, 1779, Georgia having been re- 
duced to subjection by the British, and South Carolina be- 
ing threatened with invasion, Colonel Laurens, to succor 
his native State, proposing to raise a regimentof negro sol- 
diers, asked Hamilton (both then aids to Washington) to 
introduce his views to Jay, at that time President of Con 
gress. ‘These views are presented in a letter to Jay: 


** HeapQquarrers, March 14, 1779 


of delivering you this letter, is on bis way to South Carolina 
on a project which I think, in the present situation of atiairs 


|| there, is a very good one, and deserves every kind of sup 


port and encouragement. This is to raise two, tliree, or 
four battalions of negroes, with the assistance of the gov- 
ernment of that State, by contributions from the owners, 
in proportion to the number they possess. If you should 
think proper to enter upon the subject with him, he will 
give youa detail of his plan. He wishes to have it recom 
mended to Congress by the State; and, as an inducement, 
that-they would engage to take their battalions into conti 
nental pay. 

“* Tt appears to me that an expedient of this kind 
present state of southern affairs, is the most rationg! Usat 
ean be adopted, and promises very important advantages. 
Indeed, I hardly see how a sufficient force can be collected 
in that quarter without it, and the enemy’s operations there 
are growing infinitely serious and formidaiile. | have not 
the least doubt that the negroes will make very excellent 
soldiers, with proper management; and I will venture to 
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gion and morality; that it tends to en d and 
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Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, I 
I Ks out ; it was not 
rit 0d by everybody, t stateme wa 
| pre ymared by me, ! {tom % 
ulhor of on ft bye \ he ¢ rk 
I ed rot Works « Alexander 
it N w,as j took | flo rirom f 
l Via nu { ,l j It to y! | ) 
Vir. THOMAS, of Ma usetts, resumed the 
’ POMEROY. Iw lask the gentleman 
1 to y >» me ra moment 
it 1 t I i i n toa matter 
A ! t n of Cone was specially 
il messa of the President. — 
Vir. WASHBURNE. Ido not object to any- 
body, t | call for tl ir order of business 
M LTHOMAS, of M I have no 
! Vl Spe my bark upon tl 
My object in ob- 
| last ev W ; to present, 1 
A t bill before th 
House, son t concerning the rela- 
tions of New FE 1, and more especially what 
has been called Pr n of New England, 
to the Union. But | iid not fail to see that this 
sul would be too remote from that immedi- 
itely | t! H I pronose, therefore, to 
" mys to w I fear somewhat desultory 
lzrestions uy the measure before us, and the 
policy which it voly 
It seemsto me, Mr. Sneaker, that the discussion 
thus far | scart y tou less carefully 
eo lered, the sy] 1 s -n ter before us 
Rhis bill proposes, | understand it, to raise a 
Vv and la army from the men of African de- 
t in this country Lhe amendment offered 
yy the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ste- 
VENS] to the original bill, (the measure to be 
sed,) proposes to rais atarmy without lim- 
itation as lo humbers, wilhout limitation as to the 
States, loy r rebel, from which they are to be 
taken, W thout limitation as toexpet se, because 
W ithe t limitation as to number, “ nout limita- 


purposes for which 
limitation as to the 


tion as to the places where or 
d, without 
ine to which that army is to be subjected, 
of these matters resting solely in the 
the President of the United States. 
ve that I shall have the concurrence of every 


»>renlieman trom 


discretion of 
I belie 
member of this Houss 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
when Ll say that this | sit ew 
President of theU 


power and wider discretion than wet 


ul d 


OTEVENS,| among the rest, 


fi rm, propose s 
ed St 


to vest in the tes alarger 


ever reposed 


by Congress in the hands of one man, unless un- 
der our previous legisla ‘ { me ibyect 
| ! not here, Mr. 8S ke } raise tl questi n 
vnet rwemay not w ose a large discre- 

»in tl Exec V n this {tis 
’ ? } ERE 3 rec ditror heat large 
disci 1 should be: edin the Executive; but 


itis the duty of Con e that no such ex- 


tent of power 18 vest d m 


e Pre sident, or any 


one else, that that pow may be readily used, as 


ll power is liable to be used, to defeat the ends 
for which itis given, tosuby instead of uphold- 
ine the law 8. Ai a this q' estion is not of the 


individual character of the 


le and policy. In what ec 


officer, but of prinei- 
yndition of ouraffairs 


do we propose to raise this new army? 

If I unders | rightly the chairman of the 
Committee on M wy Affairs, my friend from 
New York, [Mr. Oxry,} we have now in the field, 


or rather we have uj vn the pay rolls of the Gov- 
ernment, a million of men of the Anglo- 
Saxon, Celuc, or German races. This, no man 
can doubt, is a sufficient army for the purpose of 
ion, if thisrebellion can be 
subdued by physical power alone. Ido not say 
how many of those men are engaged to-day in 


active service in face of the-enemy. There are, 


W Like 


suppressing this rebell 


There are vast numbers now 





January 31, 


on your pay rolls 
we are told, very large desertions from the Army. 


capable of service who are doing no service, Bur 


that must be to a considerable extent the fau 


he administration of the Army. It is the 


obvious duty of the Government to see that | ‘ 
men Who are on your pay ro and canal of 
ervice are rendering that servi With a mil 
efficient men in the Army and at work, and w 
our large and rallant Navy, li tis pract ab 
conquer rebellion by arms, you have force ad 
quate for the purpose, as large a force as we 
ope t maintain and repienish without 
We must look, Mr. Speake rs §D the finan i 
pect of this question, the question of waysa 
means I do not think the financial condits 
country bas been truly presented, or rather, | 


y, fully presented, for no gentleman, ot 
course, could desire to present it Olherwis th 
truly. If 1 understand the 


gentlemen of the Committee of Waysand Means 


facts spread by 


before the country in the speech s made on this 
floor, our national debt at the end of the next fis- 
cal year will be at the least two thousand millio 
dollars. By that debt is meant the liquidated di 
of the country. I call the attention of the Hous 
to the fact that the unliquidate d debt of this coun- 
try, the debt for damages for the taking of prop- 
erty and the destruction of property by the mili- 
tary power in the prosecution of the war, upon 
any equitable or reasonable rule which this Con- 
gress or any other Conere ss may adopt Ih its ad- 
justment, may reach as high as five hundred m 
more. That may be possibly too large a 
estimate, but rentlemen will see at once that how 
large it may be and whether it reaches this iibmit 
must depend on the rule which Congress shall 
apply to the adjustment of those claims—now 
If it is disposed 
to admit not only all legal claims, but all claims 
that are equitable in the ordinary sense of that 
word, and if we also include pensions, | think | 
do not state the case too strongly when I say it 
would reach five hundred millions. 

Do not fail to observe one other fact of our 
financial condition; and thatis, that when you g: 
the national debt of this country, liquidated aud 
unliquidated, youdo not reach the whole mari 
of the thing. Your Slate, county, city, town, al d 
parish debts all over this country, taken together, 
will make an aggregate approaching at | 
half of the liquidated national debt at the end of 
the present fiscal year; and } 
these debts, the liquid ited debt, the Uniiguidat 
debt, the liability for pensions, the State, county, 
city, and town debts, and consider, also, 
much higher interest We are paying than that pa 
by any other people, the fact will stare you in th 
face that this nation at the end of the next fisca 
year will be more heavily laden with debt than 
any nation in Europe. 

Now, I make no complaint of this, Mr. Speake: 
I would not withhold nor give grudgingly even 
my last dollar to the prosecution of this righteous 
war—righteous if prosecuted for the ends for which 
it was begun; the noblest war this country could 
wage; compared with which the Revolution itself 
was not only ona small seale, but for ends less 
erand and momentous. 1 differ from some of my 
friends here as to the nature and object of this 
It is a plensant thing to say this is a war for |ib- 
erty. It sounds well; it : ar; it stirs the 
blood; but itis not true. That is not the funda 
mental idea of this war. Liberty we have had, 
and sometimes almost to license. The funda- 
mental idea, the idea of highest moral dignity in 
the prosecution of this war, is the upholding of 
civil order and law and the Constitution, which 
is the nation’s supreme law, its bond of unity, and 
its breath of life; the noblest product of the hu- 
man mind; the framework of an empire capab! 
of almost infinite expansion, in which 
power was reconciled with local independence; 
the gentlest restraint with the highest 
the broadest equality with the firmest orc 
amplest protection with the slightest burden. The 
thought of to-day is not liberty,as commonly un- 


widely the door is thrown open. 





east to 


v hie n you com 


soothesthee 


nirai 


security; 


ler; the 


derstood—the absence of restrain—but the law in 
: ] > } | ' 

which true liberty is enthroned and made | 

hed : 

me. 


SSI- 

I repeat, Mr. Speaker, I do not groan under the 
burdens the country has been and will be called 
to bear in the just prosecution of the war. It may 
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3 —though that question is now one of history || war two years, and yet the number of inhabit- |) Mr. Speaker, the soldier of to-d 1y isa thinking, 
nly—it may be that by early mutual restraint |} ants in the rebel States to-day is larger than it was || or, if you®will,a calculating machine. Your Army 
t a | ly moderate counsels, the war might have when the war wasbegun. Y cannot, probably, ( held he history of this war will stwnally 
averted, The war was not begun by this |} if you would,and you w lmotifyou could, carry |! illustrate, is valuable for your service just in the 
, ; Government. After the first shot at Sumte t it on a war with a fierceness and severity that would || degree that it is intelligent; just in the degree that 
c yas anecessity of our being, and a war of self-de- || destroy life as rapidly as it germinates. Men, in |, your soldiers ai pabl of understanding and ap- 
t fonse. Lam yetin favor of vigorously prosecuting i! war even, will marry and women be given in preciat he duty which they have to p rform 
: ; war until the ends for which it was instituted |} riage; children will be born to them, and { ind the ty which they owe to the Government; 
. ained, or their attainment clearly seen to be {| mothers will hold them to their flowing breasts as || just in the degree that the man within inspires and 
) impossible. Iam for prosecuting it by the use || the storm sweeps by. The angel of life will tri- || animates and nerves and presses onward the outer 
“all just means and instruments, all means and || umph over the angel of death. Such is the blessed || man; just in the degree that he feels that this 
struments which have the sanction of public | ecounmy of God. The extermination of eight |} rious country and beneficent Government are his 
was it has been tempered by civilization and || millions of people, with the use of all our power || country and his Government, the life estate to 
Christianity. i} and all our resources, is a moral and physical im- || him, the fee in his children. Suppose, for ex 
But to the money aspect of the question: the bill, \| possibility. Of this war, if it is carried on for ex- || ample, (I hope my friend from Maine listening to 
without disturbing the present Army at all, with- || termination, neither you nor I, Mr. S@eaker, may me will take no offense,) you get a regiment of 
itdiminution of its numbers, authorizes the Pres- || hope to see its close butin one way, tous the way || backwoodsmen of Maine, men ene to life in 
ident of the United States to enlist one hundred |) of re pest humiliation, the intervention of other || Bor , Whose stalwart arms humble forests, 
? thousand, or two hundred thousand, or three hun- || nations to stay its ravages. Who talks of a wat you would have anexcellentregiment, because the 
n dred thousand men of African descent; and every || of extermination is simply mad, backwoodsmen of Mainogare th hinki ng, intelligent 
wman you put into your Army, according to I proceed, Mr. Speaker, to a consideration of |) men, owning the country and loving it. Take an 
18 estimates of intelligent gentle men on the flo. or || the material of which you propose to make up jj equal number of young men from one of our cities, 
is fthis House, costs you from seven hundred toa || this army. If I understand myself, I entertain || of culture and spirit and pride, and you would 
, thousand dollars 3 and if you raise one hundred and very litthe prejudice and no unkindness toward || have at leastas good soldiers. Nay,more,if you 
fiy thousa iimen,as was proposed by thegentle- || the colored race. I may believe, I do believe,as || were to take these two bodies of m n, and cross 
man from Pennsylvania originally, you increase |} matter of fact, that in the sterner stuff they are with them the Rocky mountains, you would find 
S your expenses from one hundred to one hundred || an inferior race; in some of the gentler qualities that the young men from the city of intelligence 
n- and fifty millions a year. our superiors. And, in my judgment, the moral || and sp rit would bear all the airdeee tor Ltions, 
p- Mr.STEVENS. The gentleman will allow me || condemnation of slavery is the sterner for that || and hardships as well as the stoutest woodsman; ae 
Hl aword. I understand him to say that this bill pro- |! fact. [ have more respect, or rat aversion, |} ** better,’’ said to me one who had tried the ex- 
on ; noses to raise an additional army without any for your Roman or Grecian sl ry which sub- || periment—Captain Williams, of the Second Mas- 
n= diminution in the number of the present Army. dued equals to its service, not inf riors—not men || sachusetts reziment—one of the ms iny noble off 
d- Now the preamble to the bill which | introduced || to whom nature had not give n equal power of self- || ings Massachusetts has freely laid on the altar of 
° stated expressly that it was upon the ground that || reliance and of self-protection. Rut I also believe |} country. 
an within a few months the terms of enlistment of || that, as society now exists, where these races are \iv. Llamilton cites the authority of Frederick 
W several hundred thousand of the troops now in |} brought tog: ther in number ipproaching equal- f Prussia, a great soldier and loose talker; yet 
nit the field would e xpire; ; and this proposes to sup- || ity, the relations that will exist between th mwill |) we may concede that for many uses to which 
all nly their places. be, perhaps must be, to some extent, a relation of || armies have been put, it were well to have ghem 
Ww ~ Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. That was || dependence and pupilage on the one part, and gov- car to machines as possible—the nearer the 
ed n the preamble of the original bill introduced by || ernment and protection on the other, t n- || better. Stupidity might to some extent be com 
ms the gentleman from Pe *nnsylvania; but the bill || voking necessarily any feature of chattel slavery. || pensated by unthinking obedience to the will of 
hat reported as from the War Department and now | Now, 1 donotenter into the philosophy of races. the counties Such anarmy this country does 
«| before the House has no such provision. The || Asa practical man | take and deal with things as || not seek and will not have. Create an army of 
r it authority vested in the President, according to his || they are. Looking at the existing relations in || three hundred thousand men so stupid as to 
construction of our statutes, Is to raise an army of different parts of the country between the two || understand nothing of the purpose for which 
yur amillionof men. [do not complain of that con- || races, L believe, after much reflection and careful war is prosecuted, obedient, but obedient only to 
ng truction. There is no provision in this bill for the || consideration, fhat,as a matter of wisdom, for th the will of acommander, mere ** machines’’ in his 
wid diminution of thatnumber; and thatnumber is not || good of both, and espe y for the permanent |} hands, and they may be the readiest instrument 
ye diminished, at any rate, until June next. 1 |} good of the colored race, we should not involv to destroy what all good men are struggling to 
ind ry add, a bill has been introduced in the other || that race in this war if we can fairly avoid it. || preservs A 
ier, end of the Capitol for the recruiting of this army || To some extent, and for valuable s« rvices, the y Kor one, Mr. Speaker, [ do not object to th 
t to and supplying its losses. have been and will be used. But in the ey enlistment of intefligent free men of color, though 
i of Mr. S weaker, let me now turn to another fea- of creating from them distinet and large arinie [I doubt whether the y seeks it. 1 am a citizen of 
t ture of this bill, the term of enlistment. It pro- || we shall lose more than we gain. ‘They will fight || a State which recognizes the substantial equality 
ited vides for the enlistment of men for a period of || by the side of their masters better than they will || of all men before the law. I love and honor her 
LV, five years. Why five years? J think there is || against them. ‘This may seem strange at first || for her fidelity to the cause of freedom, though | 
WwW ve sienificance in that sian’ five’? in this bill Llush, but the more you study the African char- may som time s fear **she loves not wisely but 
raid than in all other words written in it. Its possi- || acter the firmer w your conviction of its || too well. I thank God there is not aman tread 
Lie objects are not written. Do you mean to say |; soundness. The light which our | tory gives |} Ing > the soil of Massachusetts who js not in all 
sca e country that it is your expectation, your || us is mainly of slaves fighting with their masters; || substantial legal rights my peer. The colored 
nan reasonable expectation, and the heise on which and the fact will be found to be, thor not, of || manof Massachusetts is as muchacitizen of Mas- 
you propose to make e nlistments for your Army, || course, without its exceptions, that slaves are at- || sachusetts as | am. The question has been 
ker. that this war Is to continue fora period of five tached and devoted to their masters and their fam- || tled from our first constitution. Nothing is clearer 
ven years longer? Do you mean to say to the coun- ilies, and will stand by them. as matter of principle or of history, nor has there 
ous ry that on the vast scale on which the war is | do not question that there are men of color In ever been any decision of the courts of the United 
hich now prosecuted, and at the expense, treasure, and || this country capable of bearing arms | making || States that impairs his right. 
yuld ife at which it is prosecuted, youexpectto carry || good soldiers. ‘There are men of talent and cul- But while [ rejoice in the policy of Massachu- 
tself iton for five years more? Ifsuch . yourexpecta- |} ture among them. I have heard a man of color || setts toward the colored race, | do not assume to 
less lion it is just and manly to say s if such be not |) in this country addre sa polished assembly with || direet or control or curse the policy of other co 
“my your expectation pray add istbinier tot le anxiety || a beauty of style ind force of argument which qual States. [am notunmindful of the fortunate 
vill and alarm of the pe ople. any gentleman on the floor of this Llouse might ‘ondition, as tothe colored race, in whicl e Revo- 
lib- Mr. Speaker, if the object of this war is resto- || be content toequal, which I should be glad toim- || lution found us. [Tam not blind to the fact that 
3 the ration, that involves a state of things present || itate. But, Mr. Speaker, great questions of pub- || their numbers were so small as not to constitute 
nda- or future which will soon be deve lop d one fi It. lic policy are not determined 1 rth ly on ex }- ractic lly a di turbing ¢ ment. Lam grateful for 
had, A war for restoration proceeds upon the rout d tional cases. They confirm rather tha: impan the these thin rs, but lam not ire thatifa half ora 
nda- that you will find in the rebel States as yourarmy || rule. And no valuable judgment can be formed || third of our population had been of African de- 
yu advances and protection is made possil) le, men || as to the usefulness of a 1 rroarmy of ahundred scent and our soil and its products and their la- 
i of i who are ready to rally again under the b dada thousand men, from the fact that a hundred men or congenial, we should have been so much wiser 
hich e flag of the Union and to return to their alk giance || here or fifty men there had been used in the mil- |) and better than our neighbors; nor am | certain 
and : to the national Government. If that feeling ex- || itary service and had been used successfully. The hat if we bordered on the slave States and were 
hu- ' ists and is deve loped, certainly it will be devel- | practical question is, taking one, two, « re thre exposed to the incoming of large numbers of black 


oped before the | lapse of five years; never, indeed, || hundred thousand « Lenepece ant e0 8 m the rebel |) men we should be so tolerant in our policy, t ough 
by this instrumentality, never. But if the object || and border States, what sort of material you have || we should try to be just. 
I 


- 
Aone we 





Ce} of this war is not restoration; if the purpose and || for an army compared with the present materia [ do not form my judgment, from the relations 
ty; bt object of this war are—as is sometimes declared || My frie nd from New York |; Mr. Roscoe Conk- | that exist between the white and colored races in 

, the H in the heated and brilliant rhetoric of gentlemen LING] has caused to be read some remarks of | Massachusetts, of those that must and should ex- 
The 5 on your lefi—subjugation, extermination, the re- |} Alexander Hamilton on this subject. There is || ist in States where the colored men constitute a 
y un- ; colonization of the whole rebel territory, then no statesman in our history for wh mm I have a large component part of the p ypulation; nor dol 
win ; your term of enlistment is altoge ther too ‘ahiseti-n profounder r spect, but | have no c@nfidence in form a judgment, from my knowledge of some re- 
oss! 4 altogether too short. the views « xX presst d as to the proper mat rial of spect ible and intelligent colored peo, at home, 
f lf, Mr, Speaker, the object be extermination || an army as applied to the times in which we live, | what sortofanarmy could be made up oft ‘ 

r the t there is not one of these pages, snatched prema- || or the purposes for which the waris waged. The | population of the South. Congress must recog- 
illed 4 turely from his mother’s arms or cradle, who will | argument proceeds on the ground that the soldier || nize and act upon facts as they are, and notas they 
may Fi live to see the end. You have been waging the |! is,to all practical intentsand purposes,a machine. '' would have them to be, and must make large 


we 
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nd prejudices even of 


l { nds of this measure are very confide t— 

ther used to being confident—that these 

k men, Slaves or freed, will make good sol- 

l not aver with certainty they will not, 

{ « ) say we have no gs satisfactory evidence 

will. I can say that they lac k the intel- 

the energy, and the sé lf-reliance which 

‘ terize sp largely our present Army, and 

ill men have conceded to be the strength 
Tective power of that Army. 

Dut suppose that the experiment you are to try 

| Suppose you raise an army of 


at succe ful. 


two or three he in lred thousan d men of d frican 

scent, and you find that the capa¢ ity is not in 
them which free institutions have given to your 
white soldiers, the spiritand habit of self-reliance 


and sclf-possession; and [ may remark in passing, 
Mr. Speaker- 


Hlouse who has not lived lone enough to have 


| suppose there is no man In this 


uvned it—that the great difference between men 


in this world is the degree in which they possess 
hemsel ves of theirown powers and resources, and 
t reat p int of culture is to bring all our powers 


and discipline into such prompt obedience that 


they will rally and form into line for service at the 
firsttap of the drumofour will. Suppose, L repeat, 
that your experiment should fail, and you have 
this army of two or three hundred thousand black 
men on your hands; what will you do with them? 
if you have an army compose d of the white citi- 
zens of the country, and the period of their ser- 
vice expires, they will return to the ordinary rela- 
tions and avocations of life and business. They 
will resume their former positioninsociety, They 
are soldiers to-day; they are citizens to-morrow. 
But an army of two or three hundred thousand 
black®men, freed slaves, to be disbanded, where 
shall they go?) To what place and condition are 
they to be returned? Of course not to slavery. 
No man who has ever served under our flay, 
whether for a a or for an hour, can be made 
again aslave. Where, then, shall they go? You 
illing to colonize them; but they may 


may be w 
prefer not to be colonized. 


I wish some practi- 
cal man, who is disposed to discuss these ques- 
tions upon practical grounds, would tell me what 
disposition you would make of these men, if the 
experiment fails, as fail | believe it will, or when 
their time of service has expired. 

Mr. Speaker, I have listened attentively to this 
debate. | think I may claim the merit, if [ have no 
other, of being a very patient listener, and it some- 
times requires a patience which Job himself would 
envy. But everything affecting ever so remotely 

ie destiny of the country is of painful interest 
now. I have, with pleasure for the most part, 
ened to this discussion. It has concerned great 
principles of policy and of conduct in the admin- 


istration of our affairs. But l deeply regret to have 
seen the spirit of party so often invoked in this 
debate, It has no place in the presence of these 


rreat perils and great duties. The utmost freedom 
liscussion and of counsel here and elsewhere 
must be maintained, Principles are vital; party 
organizations or truamphs, individual hopes and 
aspirations, nothing. That party will wear the 

hall do most to save the life of this 
nation, its unity, its liberty, its law. No party 
can hope to triumph wiiich is not faithful to these 
great aims, except the triumph of its policy and 
the ruin of the country are cotemporaneous., 

{ heard with great sorrow the thoughtful and 
eloquent speech of the gentleman from Kansas; 
but L heard it with no surprise. It was but carry- 
ing out the principles laid down in his speech a 
year ago to their plainest and most logical con- 
clusion, The principles were received with cor- 
dial sympathy and warmest welcome by men who 
shrink from the conclusion as from the abyss of 
despair. He and they rejected with scorn the old 
union, any union, with slave States. The only 
alternatives were revolution and permanent con- 
quest of the entire South, or separation, The first 
is felt to be impossible, and the gentleman from 
Kansas logically, and | have no doubt honesty, 
accepts the alternative. But the gentleman can- 
not fail to see that the question before the country 
to-day is not separation or no, but disintegration 
or no; that the moment you sever the bond as to 
one State, you sever it as to the whole. No man 
can say it separation begins where it will end or 


ot ¢ 


crown which s 


‘GRESSION 


only safety has been and is in elinging to the 
Union as it was in fact and still is de jure—the 
old Union, the blessed Union of our fathers. 


It has been clear to me as the sun at midday 
that this was our only way of salvation; thatevery 
way thatdiverged from this was the way to de ath. 
This old Constitution trampled under men’s feet 
is the only dry | — lifted ware the surface of the 
watersonwhichthe ark of Unioncan be moored; 
allelse isthe deluge. I beseech andadjure states- 
men at either end of the Capitol, at either end of 
the avenue, to cont Moe no po lie ‘Vy, to enter upon 
none, whic hshall p wreclude restoration ofthe Union 
with the rights and powers of the States unim- 
paired, the only Union now within the 
hope 

] te rret deat ply some of the measures of the Ad- 
ministration. Ihave earnestly, and with adepth 
of conviction which could find no adequate utter- 
ance, protested against them. The confiscation 


reach of 


bill, the proclamations of September 22 and 24 
and January 1, powerless for good, have been, 
ind will be, I fear, fruitful only of evil. 

The proclamation of September 22 is in conflict 
with the augustand sacred muniments of personal 
security, to which forsix centuries the Anglo-Sax- 
on mind and heart have clung as the gospel of civil 
freedom. Everyarrest made under itin the loyal 
and peaceful States seems only to strengthen the 
enemies of the Government, and to wound and 
erieve itsfriends. Ifthey tried to say amen to it, 
the amen would stick in their throats. 
sleep ‘* the sleep that knows no waking.’ 

The proclamation of January 1 will do less 
good or harm than its friends hoped or opponents 
feared. Itis not thus that great wars are pros- 
ecuted or great ends accomplished. However 
kind may have been the motives of those who 
begat and conceived it, it was still-born, and no 
politic al galvanism can give to it the semblance of 
life. But though the Administration may adopt 
measures my judgment condemns, having at- 
tempted to stay them, and protested against them, 
I stand in the path of duty. This is my country 
to serve, my Government to obey, my Constitu- 
tion to rescue and save, my Union, 

‘Where I have garnered up my heart, 
Where I must live or bear no life.’ 


Amid all the darkness, the thick darkness around 
us,I cling to the single, simple, sublime issue, the 
Constitution, and the Union of which it is the 
bond—the old Union! God bless the old Union, 
and the wrath of the Lamb of God shrivel to their 
very sockets the arms lifted to destroy it, not in 
vengeance, but in mercy, to them and to all man- 
kind. 

This country of ours, this nation of ours, is the 
| grandest, sublimest trust that was ever committed 
|} into human hands. Pray the Father of lights we 
be faithful. My \ way of duty in one regard has 
been plain: having sworn to support the Consti- 
tution of the United States, I have striven to keep 
the oath. The way of obvious duty was in my 
judgment the way, the only way, of wisdom and 
safety for the country. 

It was the prayer of New England’s greatest 
statesman that when his eyes were turned for the 
last time to behold the sun of heaven, he might 
| not see it shining on the broken and dishonored 
fragments of a once glorious Union. Have we 
ever repeated to ourselves these words, ‘* once 
glorious,’’ ‘ence glorious Union??? Then with 
tears let us wash out, or with fire burn out the 
word, and write *‘ forever glorious,’’ born out of 
tribulation into a nobler life. When our eyes 
shall turn to behold for the last time the sun in 
heaven, may we see his rays kindling every star 
and every stripe of that banner, w hich, like the 
robe of our divine Master, was woven without 
seam. 

If we save this Union, generation after genera- 
| tion will rise up to bless us. If we lose it through 
| divisions, through party strifes, through supine- 
ness in seeking other ends, our memories will rot 
evermore. 

Mr. TRIMBLE advocated the measure. [His 
speech will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. PENDLETON obtained the floor. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Will the gentleman yield to 
1e for a moment? 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
Mr. BIDDLE. 


Certainly. 
The gentleman who last ad- 


|| dressed the House, [Mr. Trimsze,] in speaking 
where the division line will ultimately fall. Our ul 


of the mortality which occurred in the army on 


Pray let it | 
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cineieetl of the Chic ehaninz, seemed to ascribe 
it to some indisposition on the part of the com. 
mander of that army to employ negroes or coy. 
trabands in the laborious work of the camp. | 
have here a brief extract which I should like to 
have read, from a letter of General McClellan’s, 
on the subject, 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

* "There has been in Congress, and out of Congress, a yact 
amount of declamation and sentiment in relation to our so} 
diers being employed in menial services, in digging trenches, 
and all that sort of thing, when negroes ought to have tx 
employed in doing it. Sir, that isa delusion. To the y 
most extent to which that could be done it has been do; 
To show that that is so, let me read a letterthat [ have 
cently received from General MeClellan himself, and | t 
this occasion because I would be glad to put it before th 
country. It is dated on the 12th of July, in which he says: 

‘] perceive by the newspaper reports of congressional 
proceedings that there has been considerable discussion on 
the subject of requiring military commanders to receive ny 
groes sccking protection in their camps and to employ them 
in suitable labor connected with military service. It may 
be well enough for the fact to be made known that all ne 
groes, male and female, who have come into the camps of 
the army of the Potomac, on the peninsula, have been pro 
tected and set to work, at wages, in performing offices 
which would otherwise have devolved upon our soldiers, 
The supply of those operatives has thus far been insufficient 
for our wants.’ 

Mr. PENDLETON, Mr. Speaker, the original 
bill, and the various substitutes for it, and all the 
amendments except, indeed, the amendments of- 
fered by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Di- 
VEN,] the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Wicx- 
LIFFE,| and the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Porrer,] however much they may differ in phrase- 
ology or de tail, agree in this, that they propose to 
raise, organize, and arma body of negroes, to be 
received into the military service of ‘the United 
States. Most of them, I believe all of them, per- 
mit, if they do note njoin, and certainly contem- 
plate, that ‘this body of men shall be constituted 
as well of slaves as of free negroes; of the slaves 
of loyal as well as of disloyal masters; and that 
recruiting stations for the enlistment of these ne- 


' 


groes shall be opened in the slaveholding as well 


as in the non-slk aveholding States. 


The y ai \l con- 


| template that manumission will be granted to the 


slave after he shall have enlisted. Some of them 
provide that compensation shall be made to the 
master who shall have remained loyal. 

Now, sir, of all the bills and substitutes I pre- 
fer the original bill, introduced by the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. 
Strevens.] Itischaracteristic of him. It is plain, 
direct, and bold. Itexpresses plainly the mean- 
ing of its author. It provide 8,in so many words, 
for the enlistment of slaves, and the establishment 
of recruiting de spots any wheres inany of the States. 
It promises freedom to all who shall enlist, and 
compensation to the masters who may be entit led 
to it. Itis not only characteristic of the gentle- 
man in this, that it is frank and straightforward. 
It is also characteristic of him in another respect, 
to which he himself alluded the other day: that 
he is the forerunner of his party—that he is always 
inadvance of his party friends, but that he finds 
they soon come up to the positions which he takes. 

hese bills have been presented and urged on 


| the House from various considerations. They are 


urged as a military necessity. We are told th: 

the exigencies of the country now require their 
adoption. Weare told that there isa great body 
of loyal men who only wait to be asked to enter 
the service of the United States. Sir, I beg leave 
to doubt the proposition. I have no evideuce of 
its truth. I do not believe that it is true. ‘The 
experience of the country shows that it is not. 
The experience of the Governiment in its experi- 
mentat Hilton Head, shows that these men have 
no desire to enlist in the military service, | sce 
by a statement in the papers to- day, th: ut the first 
negro regiment of Kansas was sworn into service 
on the 12th day of this month, and that already 
half of them have deserted. They were oilered 
freedom. They were offered full pay. They were 
offered full bounty. Everything was done to agi- 
tate—to use the phraseology of the member from 


Illinois, [Mr. Lovesoy]—‘* this great ocean of 


loyal hearts.”’ But we find that the storm lasted 


| only until they were enlisted and organized, an id 
_ received the advance payment of their bounty; 


then suddenly it subsided; and with each refluent 

wave, a company of these loyal, war-loving ne- 

groes vanished from the ranks. 
Mr. CONWAY. Mr. Speaker 
Mr. PENDLETON. if I have misstated the 
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be q fact, I will be glad to be corrected; otherwise, I 


n- ; prefer not to be interrupted. 
te : Mr. CONWAY. Idonot propose to contra- 


dict the gentleman’s statement, as I cannotdo so; 1 
merely desired to explain the facts. 

8, Mr. PENDLETON. That explanation may 

very well be made afterwards. The gentleman 

; will not consider it discourtesy, for I have no in- 

we ; tention to be discourteous, if I decline to yield. He 

ol will excuse me for the present. 
Nor is it entirely certain that the exigencies of 
the country require a resort to measures of this 


— 
too 


ul * 

s kind, A contrary opinion has been very gravely 
expressed. During this session, not longer ago 

i than the early part of December, the gentleman 

<9 from Vermont [Mr. Morrixt] offered a resolution 

nal in these words: 

on “ Resolved, That at no time since the commencement of 

ne the existing rebellion have the forces and materials in the 

em hands of the executive department of the Government been 

May so ample and abundant for the speedy and triumphant term 

he- jnation of the war as at the present moiment.”? 

sof . : 

ro For this resolution every leading member of the 

ces tepublican party voted—in fact every member of 

a that party who was present—and none more 

en ; 


eagerly and with more emphasissthan those who 
now most zealously press this bill. Have circum- 
stances so greatly changed? Have those forces 





of. and materials been so greatly and so speedily 
Di- diminished; or has the desire to pass this bill made 

gentlemen change their opinion? PerhapsI might 
i. find an answer tn the speech made yesterday by 


the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Sepewicx. } 


a4 lp ss NOW, Mr. Speaker, to another branch of 
i a this subject. Gentlemen who have urged the 
ted adoption of these bills because the military neces- 
te sities of the country require it, unless | am greatly 
a mistaken, have failed to tell us how they pro- | 
ted pose to organize this body of negro troops. Do 
aan they propose to constitute of them a separate and 
at independent army, which shall operate independ- 
- ently of all the other corps in any department 
ell of the country? IT can hardly think they would 
CoN consider that either practicable or wise. Do they 
the intend to organize them in divisions or brigades 
oo or regiments or companies, and have them com- 
the bined with the white soldiers who are already or- 
‘i ganized in this way? Do they propose to have 
ny them fight together in the war in which the coun- 
Se try is engaged? If so, they will meet in the 
Mr. trenches; they will commingle on the battle-field; 


dead bodies will fall side by side in the battle, and 
be placed peacefully together in the same grave. 
Aud how, when they are placed thus together in 
moments of danger, can they be kept separate at 
ate the camp fire and the mess table? If that asso- 
led ciation 1s permitted, you know well enough the 
temper of the Army to be assured that it will thin 





oe out the ranks of white soldiers. They will not 
° submit to association of this kind. If it is*not 
i "a permitted, if these black troopsare to stand on an 
8 equality with the white troops in the battle-field 
a and at every point of danger, and in all the other 
sa relations of a soldier’s life, and at every other mo- 
ra ment they are to be marked by a degrading and 
Gul ignominious isolation, how long will you be able 
that to maintain discipline and order in your Army— 
heir I do not say, contentment and zeal and alacrity 
2 among these troops? 
aa And whatdo you propose to do with these black 
sone soldiers after they shall have returned from the 
af battle-field? Gentlemen have told us that these 
The enlistments are found necessary in order that the | 
a Army of the United States may be made suffi- | 
ae, ciently strong to accomplish the work it has to do. 
have hey tell us we are in the very crisis of the war. 
rs They tell us that now is the time to put forth our 
Gras ‘ whole power, or else the result of the struggle is 
vice A in doubt. They tell us that the white race alone, 
7 80 far as its strength has yet been developed, is 
Deed ; not entirely competent to render to the cause of 
were | the Union and the Constitutionan assured a: 
ae # And they tell us that these colored men are ready 
ee with their strong arms and their brave hearts to 
Saf ‘| Maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and 
ated { to defend the integrity of the Union which in our 
om ; hands to-day is imperiled. 
asia i What is that Constitution? It provides that 
oe i ery chile of the Republic, every citizen of the 
ae ; and, is before the law the equal of every other. 
: ; It provides for all of them trial by jury, free 
4 speech, free press, entire protection for life and 
1 the ; liberty and property. 


ast 


they will stand side by side in the assault. Their | 
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It goes further. It secures to every citizen the 
right of suffrage, the right to hold office, the right 
to aspire to every office or agency by which the 

| Government is carried on. Every man called 
upon to do military duty, every man required to 
take up arms in its defense, is by its provisions 
entitled to vote, and a competent aspirant for every 
office in the Government. You now say to these 
black men, come to the defense of this Constitu- 
tion. Come, aid us to maintain its supremacy. 
Come, aid us to uphold a Government which is 
thus beneficent to all its children. Suppose your 
utmost hopes are realized; suppose they come, and 
| that by their aid you are successful. They will 
come back with your victorious hosts, following 


|| the banner of the Republic, battle-worn and 


| . 
| maimed Fe scarred. 
i} 


What will you do with 


| them? Till you consign them again to political 


|| inferiority,°to social isolation? Will you again 
deny to them those privileges which are guaran- | 


| tied to every citizen by the Constitution which 
they have helped you to maintain? Or will you 
take them to a political and social equality with 
yourselves? Will you give them the right of 
suffrage; the right to hold office? Will you put 


land? 
I put it to my friend from Ohio whe has just 
taken his seat, [Mr. Trimsie,] who told us that 


believed the negro was inferior to the white man. 
I put it to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who 
sits before me, [Mr. McPuerson,] as one of the 


|| gentlemen whether, after having called upon these 
|| negroes, as citizens and loyal friends, in the hour 
|| of their extremity, to maintain this Constitution, 
it is theirintention again to consign them to social 
inequality and political degradation, or to elevate 


them to the level of the condition of the white cit- 


izens? I get no answer to this question. 


WIck,] yesterday, with more frankness than any 
|| gentleman who has spoken upon this subject, 
|| has given to us what I cannot help thinking 


is, with many of his friends, the true motive | 


for insisting upon the passage of this bill. He 
said: 


And yet these things have been yielded to as accom 
plished facts, and so will it be with this proclamation, even 
though it had not the sanction of constitutional authority, 
when once you put this bill into practical operation; for no 
community of negroes who have once had arms in their 
hands can again be subjugated to the restraints of slavery. 
|| History furnishes no such example. The arming of the 
| slave population is the end of the institution for all time, 
} and no less the end of this rebellion. 

**T talk not about the Constitution. It has become, in 
the hands of the timid lawyers and time-serving politicians, 
| a shield between the Government and the persons and the 

estates of the rebels. ‘To such base uses has it come at 

last.? It is continually frustrating the efforts of this Gov 
ernment to put down this rebellion.”’ 


Is that the inspiration of this bill? Is that the 
motive for these persistent efforts? Was it be- 
cause ** the arming ofaslave population 1s the end 
of the institution for all time,’’ that we were re- 
quired to pass this bill on Wednesday morning 

| without discussion or examination? Was it be- 
| cause the party was unwilling to declare what the 


so frankly avowed, that a minority on this floor, 
feeble in numbers, were obliged to resort to every 
expedient of parliamentary warfare during the 
whole of Wednesday night in order that we might 
have this much of debate? Did they hesitate to 
tell the country that ‘no community of negroes 
who have once had arms in their hands can again 
be subjugated to the restraints of slavery,’ and 
that this consideration constituted a chief reason 
for passing this bill? But I question the accuracy 
| with which the gentleman states the lessons of 





| Sparta, revolted against their masters, and were 
| reduced to subjection. The servile wars of Rome, 
scant as is our knowledge of them, show that the 


berty of the subject race. Armed slaves in 





and families, have been brought to obedience, not 
|| by the use of arms, but of the scourge. 

|| The gentleman was but following in the foot- 
} steps of that forerunner of his party to whom I 


have just alluded. More than a month ago, in 


the discussion of the bill for the admission of 


them side by side with the white citizens of the | 
in every relation and in every condition of life he | 


| zealous advocates of this bill; | put it to these | 


The gentleman from New York, (Mr. Sene- | 


gentleman from New York [ Mr. Sepewick] has | 


history. Greece and Rome both furnish the ref- | 
| utation of his theory. The Helots, the slaves of 


one of arms does not always secure the | 
i 


rebellion, in possession of their masters’ homes | 
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West Virginia, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Srevens] said: 

**T say, then, thatwe may admit West Virginia asa new 
State, not by virtue of any provision of the Constitution, but 
under our absolute power which the hiws of war give usin 
the circumstances in which we are placed. I shall vote for 
this bill upon that theory, and upon that theory alone; for 


I will not stultify myself by supposing that we have any war 
rant inthe Constitution for this proceeding. 


** This talk of restoring the Union as it was under the Con 

stitution as it is, is one of the absurdities that I have heard re 
porter until I am about sick of it. The Union can never 
ye restored as it was. There are many things which render 
such an event impossible. The Union shall never with my 
consent he restored under the Constitution as it is, with sla 
very to be protected by it.’’.« 

Mr. Speaker, has itever occurred to these gen 
tlemen to inquire why it is that within the range 
of fifty miles of this Capitol reverse after reverse 
has followed upon the movements of the Army? 
Why itis that within the circle that surrounds 
this city there can be no success? Is it because 
there are not menenough ? Isit because there are 
not munitions of war enough? Is it because the 
confederate army is better supplied with all those 
appliances by which science and civilization add 
to the strength of numbers? No gentleman will 
say that. 
|| Why is it that the paper money of the Govern- 

ment in the market of New York to-day is worth 

but sixty cents on the dollar; and that your bonds 
cannot be sold at any reasonable price? It is be- 
cause the suspicion has entered the minds of the 

Army within the influence of the city of Wash- 

ington, and has entered the minds of the people 

all over the country, that the Administration sym- 
pathizes with its leaders upon this floor, the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, {Mr. Stevens,] and 
the gentleman from New York, {[Mr. Senewicx,] 
and that **it is tired of this talk of maintaining 
the Union as it was and the Constitution as it is.”’ 

Mr. DAWES. Will the gentleman yield to me 
for a moment? 

Mr. PENDLETON. I willdirectly; not now. 

Mr.DAWES. I desired to ask the gentleman 

a question just in this connection. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Gentlemen around me 
desire to hear the question, and I therefore yield. 
Mr. DAWES. I wish toask the gentleman from 

Ohio what was the spell that was upon our army of 
| more than two hundred and thirty thousand men 
who, being around this city for forty days under 
the command of the gentleman’s favorite military 
leader, were not moved at all except upon the per- 
emptory order of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army? 

Mr. PENDLETON. It was the spell of which 
I have been speaking. It was the spell which em- 
anates from this Capitol and from the other end 
of the avenue, the spell of those influences which 
are created, controlled, and exerted by the Repub- 
lican party. 

Mr. DAWES. One question further, I have 
understood the gentleman to say, over and over 
avain, that some new change had come over us; 
that we did carry on this war for the restoration 
of the Union and the Constitution; that we had 
unanimously come here and pledged ourselves by 
our votes to carry on the war for that purpose, and 
that it was in consequence of the change in this 
respect Jhat our reverses have occurred. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I think the gentleman 
will have to search the records a long time before 
he finds that | ever said any such thing. I cer 
tainly never believed it. | could sce no honest pur- 
pose to restore the Union, to reinvigorate the Con- 
stitution, by means of war, in a party which had 
refused the least concession of party platform, or 
the smallest sacrifice of party pride, to maintain 
them both unimpaired and in peace. 

Mr. DAWES. Can the gentleman point to 
any obstacle in the way of that army but the 


two or three hundred thousand men remained idle 
for many months, eating out the substance of the 
country, and never moved until required to move 
by the Commander-in-Chief? 

Mr. PENDLETON. [I tell you, one obstacle 
was the malign influences which emanate from this 
city. Another obstacle was the continued, per- 
sistent, unwise interference with well-considered 
military plans, by men whose ignorance of mili- 
tary matters is only equaled by their presump- 
tion and audacity. The general to whom you have 
alluded led his armies in triumph in Western Vir- 
ginia. He was stopped by no quaker guns until 


quaker guns? Can he tell me why that army of 
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j vi to hear any more 
Mr. PENDLETON Iv not wand it 
f rem A lw I ing as 
1 i uge I by y m 
| { } ‘ Vi hu ! | ” Said 
W ' i ivocate, 
i pot, i ,as | } f,ofanym 
i; W | i ( r. | i 
i ier | | rtol 
W ) r many we wt 
oO t iirty day um in Virginia 
W vr it r to pause I ne fa at 
i ¥ | ) } nan to oss tne Rap- 
} | ter two days of disa und 
itl iler a i { Lt to : comp Ll d to fall bac} 
e el } the trenchments which had 
l might suggest that the campaign | 
] ] i re well with any other ) 
eq auri r tt Wal 
Vi IAW Ee { will answer the gentleman, 
li WW ‘at d to nig 
Ir. CALVERT lo ‘ 
Mr. PENDI LON. Mr. Speaker,w Iw 
1 ivy tl y mant las enu { 
iwa i \ y i wa yat rey hy | con- 
Hued alm Vithout interruption within the 
m of this circle around Washi tons whiy th 
it of this Government 1s so weak; why its 
{ ler not and its promise s to pay are so 
below par in the etty of New York? Is it 
there notin the States rematuing stead- 
Uniona ity to pay the debt which has 
| : icirgigantic strength 
I ad ¥ under ti load? Is it because Ww 
ven “ 30u 3in our sotl and in the hardy 
to maintain, ven yet, the 
Lx ernine tf No, irs it is because 
pro mai ) ion On the public mind, 
1, bere wi hin th It its of the city of Wash- 
,or rather within the limits of the cou try 
1 it, extends to the Army, that the Admin- 
) sin the sentiment of the gen- 
in from P yivania, [Mr. Srevens,) that 
ll never consent to the restoration of the Union 
{ the Constilution as it is. 
‘s a th Vii 1p xdluces profound discon 
yurhout the whole country. It is this 
W h has caused resistance to the draft. Itis thi 
W 1) has prevented volunteers from flocking to 
yout widards. It is this, sir, wh ch to-day pro- 
es that cry for peace which rises from every 
niry. Sir, | represent upon this 
{] y which is devoted to the preservation 
fthis Unio > acity whose allt tions are bound 
ip in the memories of its past, and in the antici- 
pations of its future; a city whose material in- 
ts would hear their death knell in the word 
which speaks a separation of the slaveholding and 
no ive lding Stat acity bound to the peo- 


ple of the great Northwe st by every tie of interest 
nd sympathy and affection; whose heart throbs 
with their heart, and beats responsive to all their 


hopes and fears; and I should be false to every 


luty ts representative A. re; false to you, my 
llow Representatives, if | did not tell you that 
here is an impression wing with great rapid- 


ity upon the mind « pee of the Northwest 
t they have bee adel liberately deceived into this 
war; that their patriotism and their love of coun- 
y have been engaged to call them into the Army 
er the pretense that the war was to be for the 
nion and the Constitution, when, in fact, it was 
» be an armed crusade for the abolition ofslavery. 
i tell you, sir, that unless this impression is spec d- 
y arrested it will become unive rsal: it will ripen 
nto conviction, and then it will be beyond your 
»wer to get from their broad plains another man, 
or from their almost exhausted coffers another 
dollar. 
| know that gentlemen will say that this is sym- 
pathy with secession; that these sentiments can- 
sot be entertained by loyal men. Gentlemen, hug 
ot to yourselves that delusion until itis too late 
to save the Republice—until it is too late to main- 
tain the integrity of this Union, which, with the 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Tnomas,] 


I love all my art, 1 of which | hope to 
a i Your iy carry y ir presen nicy 
) eri Ol fety Wl ve beyond 
your py 
Sir, [| \ b nin favor of eace from the be- 
Fiining of Liis Sectit ilcontroversy. [have been 


in favor of peace because I have been heartily, 
ly, unwaveringly forthe Union. I heard 
Mr. Dou rlas pt aim that war is disunion, final, 
{ l said two years ago 


on t floor that ‘*a , money, war, cannot 
maintain this Union; jus st ison, peace,may.”’ 
I believed it then; [have believed it at every mo- 
mentsinece; [believeitnow. Noeventof the past 
two years has for a moment aken my faith. 
Peace $3 ul first step to union. Peace Is union. 
Pex l rok n would have pres rved its pe ice re- 
i will, l hope, in some time, recofistruct it. 

The on y vonds wht hcan hold these States in con- 
federation, the only ties which can make us one 
people, are the soft and silken cords of affection 
d interest. These are woven in peace, not war; 
in conciliation not coercion; in deeds of kindness 


and acts of friend y Sympathy, not in deeds « 

violence and blood. The people ¢ f the Northwest 
were carried away by the excitement of April 
ind May. The V (clieve d that war w ould restore 
They trusted to the assurances of 
ve President and his Cabinet, and of Congress, 
that it should be carried on for that purpose alone 

They trusted thatit would be carried on under 
They were patriotic, and con- 
ne Chey sent their sons and brothers and 


husbands to 


ie Constitution 


the Army, and poured out their treas- 
ures at the feet of the Administration. The y fee] 
that the war has been perverted from this end; 
that the Constitution has been disregarded; that 
abolition and arbitrary power, not Union and con- 
stitutional liberty, are the governing ideas of the 
Administration. They are in not mper to be trifled 
with. They think they have beendeceived. They 

are suffering from the death of relativesand friends. 


They are longing for peace. ‘There is danger of 


revolution, There is danger that they may see no 
extrication from present difficulties but in separa- 
tion. [warn you of it now; I warn you in time. 
If you would avoid it you must reverse this whole 


‘y;youmustreturninstant!yand pursue stead- 


fastly the principies you professed in the begin- 
nine. You mustadd to them a faithful observance 
of the Constitution; a sacred respect for the per- 


sonal. rights of the citizen; an absolute refusal to 
usurp powe runderany pretense whatsoever. You 
must manifest your purpose to maintain in all 
their inte rrity the States of the Union. You 
must invite back within the bonds of the Federal 
Union, with every right untouched, with every 
jal institution unimpaired, except, indeed, by 
mere ravages of war, those States which have 

leit us, 
his bill is inconsistent with such a purpose, 
It will, if passed and carried out, render union 
impossible. It may, if your highest hopes are 
realized, maintain the integrity of your territory, 
but the union of your States will be gone forever. 
My friend from Ohio [Mr. Trimsuie}] said that 
of all thines it was most desirable that we should 
have unity in our counsels. You cannot have 
unity while you press measures like these. Co- 
ope ration with you Is, In my juds ement, treason 


to the country. Before you ask for unity, return 
to your avowed purpose and policy in carrying 


on the war. 
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A Member. Return to the observance of the 


Crittenden resolutions. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Gentlemen upon whose 
testimony we ought to rely tell us that this bill 
will fuse into unity against you every man in the 
slaveholding States. It will disorganize and dis- 
integrate the public sentiment of the North, that 
sentiment which seemed only eighteen months 
ago to be so unanimously with you. Unity of 
counsel! Why, gentlemen, upon this policy you 
cannotunite Representatives upon this floor. You 
cannotunite the loyal men ofthe North; you can- 
not unite the conservative element of the public 
mind of the North; you cannot unite even the 
ultra war men of the North; you cannot unite the 
Army. 


l ennnot vote for this bill, or for any of the | 


substitutes. I cannot vote for them amend them 
as you,will. So long as they propose to arm the 
negroes, and call them into the military service, 
they cannot have my support. 


| 
| 
! 
il 
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I believe this bill will, if passed and made eff, 
ive, produce revolution in all the bord 8 
: 


“UCt Siave 


holding States. I believe it will disband our 


Army. I believe it will alienate, and perhaps for- 
ever de stroy, whatever affection this Adm iStra- 
tion has permitted still to cling around our Fed- 
eral Government. I believe it will render Union 
impossible—that Union which our fathers mad 

within whose protecting power we all are saf 


outside of which all is experiment at d da 


and uncertainty. I believe it will tend to subvert 
and forever to overthrow that Constitution whj 

itis my sworn duty, as well as my highest ho; ; 
to maintain and uphold and protect. Fo, these 
reasons, Mr. Speaker, [ cannot vote for this bill, 


Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, I had intended to 


take no part in the discussion of the bill which hag 


try 
vbiry, 


Cll 


Océ uple d the attention of the House and cou 
I felt I should be satisfied to listen to other: >and, 
when called upon to act, to record my vote. But 
the discussion has taken such direction; the action 
of the House has been so extraordinary; the points 
contested by the opposition, and yielded by the 
friends of the measure, have been such, that I felt 
I could not give my vote for the bill, as amended, 
withoutasking the indulgence of the I louse in suc h 
remarks as m: Ly Seem hecessary toexp lain the dif- 
ficulty I find in sustaining the measure beforeus. | 
mean to speak ve ry honestly my own convictions, 
but with decent regard for the feelings of others 
however little | may allow their opinions to tr m- 
mel mine. | would not have anything [ may utter 
provean embarrassment to guy In the new meas- 
ures and policies which the exigencies of the time 
force upon our attention, | would speak for myself 
alone. Fealty to party shall not swerve me trom 
a sworn duty as a Representative; no allegiance to 
State shall stand before duty to my country. Asa 
loyal citizen, knowing or acknowledging no condi- 
tionsinmy he art-offerings on heraltar, my position 
in regard to this war and the enemies of my coun- 
try is simple and easily defined. 

“Whatever difference | may have recognized 
between Republican and Democrat, or the ends 
and remnants of bygone parties, before the fire 
on Sumter had closed argument between the 
North and South, after that act of war had fairly 
unsheathed the sword [ recognized but two par- 
ties to the contest, Americans and traitors; loyal 
brothers and enemies. Asthe war waxed old, the 
battles lost and won, sieges laid and raised, cities 
captured and laid under contribution, ships cap- 
tured, scuttled, and burned, flags and trophies of 
war paraded on both sides, the crippled heroes 
recounting brave deeds who ‘* shouldered the 
crutch to show how fields were won,’ all tended 
to enlist the hearts of the people in the struggle 
before them, until this nation became a camp, and 
our industries all tended to supply the million 
men who had rushed to the call of their country 
to try conclusions with thisgiant rebellion. Grad- 
ually a new spirit grew out of this, a contest for 
militar y superiority;each party learne od that they 
had underrated the other in determination, cour- 
age,and resources, and we have now reached that 
point when the military superiority of the one 
over the other must be asserted, maintained, and 
demonstrated. Hide it as you may, avoid it as 
you will, patch up armistice, sham truce, or hol- 
low peace, or stave it off for a season, this point 
must be eventually settled, and no lasting peace 
can be secured until the military power, the or- 
ganized government of one or the other parues to 
this contest is overthrown and destroyed. We 
must break the power of the rebellion and sabju- 
gate the seceded States, or the government of the 
confederate States of America will, as they as- 
sert, subjugate us. It is indeed a life and death 
struggle. Such, it seems, is the question be = 
us, very simple, easily understoed, and so ittle 
complicated that all can comprehend the a 
tions, 

Our country undivided is my motto. I am op- 
posed to any peace between the two parties w hich 
may recognize the severance of the Union. One 
country, one destiny for the American peop le; and 
long as the war may be necessary to carry the 
old starry flag over every rood of our inhe ritance 
to assert the authority of the Constitution, and en- 
force the laws enacted under its sanction over all 
the inhabitants thereof, so long a [ exert my 
poor abilities to carry on the war. | mean to die 
a citizen of the United States of ea amp and | 
pray that my children may live citizens or sub- 


ow 


‘ectS as case may prove of a common coun- 
} - 

Wy, Ggmmatlely bo errhiorea the continent: that our 
( may v eilibet i co! muerors of th < 
who have rebe ! against the people of this cat 


try.or asthe conquered; unwilling though we may 


) ' s : is ) i upon us; We 
} \ ti domi won of the revel States, o1 Ji f- 
Davis and his sdecessors will win the do- 


the free North. Should our manhood 


minio 

fail us, or our God abandon us to our own mis- 
ei e divisions, and through these the eight mil- 
lions of the South shall overpower and conquer 


the eighteen millions of the North, they will have 
earned the dominion, as we will have deserved 
the enslavement. They have drawn the sword to 
achieve t is rule; if they can assert their right to 


rule by the strong hand, tn God’s name let them 
ar it our children or children’s children, 
tra the hard school of adversity, ennobled 
by aspirations W ich their fathers forgot, ind im- 
nelied by the traditions of the past, shall aga 
draw t sword and fight out the fight which we 
have s eu 

Sir, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TrimBie}] 
commented on the unexampled forbearance wit! 
which wi ve conducted this war, and questioned 
whether the honest warlike feeling of hate pos- 
sessed the northern mind; he speaks not for me. 
I could t respect myself if | did not hate thos 
i! ys against us, or those who aid and abet 
ther eir treasol lL own candidly that I hat 


enemy, and lL expect his hatred in returt 
| 


sire to live as to deserve it. 


™ | ' ley ear } — os “it P 
6 r that L know the nature and Spirit o 
t rarchny W y are contending for such gre 
] Pp i J 
dominion, itis a satisfaction to beheve, should the 





evilday come upon the North, that the lash of the 
returned master witl fall less heavily upon those 
W have contended with him openly, mantuily, 
and stubbornly; that his contempt and vengeance 
will fall heaviest upon the recreant Democrac y 
who cheated him with false promises, and duped 
him with assurances of northern aid; while we 
may be honored by his hate, we will be spared 
y while the ultra Republican may wi 


his respect, the crouching Demoers 


niscontem 


at will be lashed 
as the returned fugitive, recovered by no couven- 





ient law, but reclaimed by the red right hand of 
open War as captives chained to the trramphal car 
of the victorious slaveholder. Do you northern 
mechanics and workers expect that you Wiil b 


allowed places of trust, honor, or emoiumen 


Never, never. 

Mr. Speaker, in the discussions which hav 
aken place on this bill no point has excited mor 
bitter opposition than the power granted therein 
» the President to commission colored men 
officers of the negro regiments proposed to be 
raised by it. While De mocracy, asa body, has 
seized upon it to excite hostility of the country aud 


Army to a wise and necessary act of w 


ir, gen 
tlemen on this side of the Chamber, earnest sup- 
porters of all war measures, and advocates of the 
present bill, see 1n this feature of the bill a serious 
objection, and have set forth the evil influence of 
ulowing the negro to aspire to acommission, but 
also express a fear that the presence of the colored 
soldier in the same regiment will tend to demor- 
alize the Army. More has been conceded on this 
point than J for one am willing to yield. 

In the bill before us we propose to raise one 
hundred and fifty regiments of black soldiers to 
fight the battles of acommon country, endangered 
»y acomimon enemy, but we Say to these men, 
ota man of the one hundred and fifty thousand 
shall rise from the ranks. Now, this isall wrong, 
ind nothing but a wicked prejudice engendered 
of slavery can justify it. In the spirit of ** fair 
play,”? which rules our race, which forms the 
ring, gives man to man (white or black) all the 
chances which belong to him, forbids the foul 
blow, and scorns to strike a fallen foe; in that 
spirit which demands equal terms in every con- 
test between man and his fellow-man, I ask you 
‘0 reconsider your action on this matter of com- 
uussioning brave and deserving colored soldiers. 

$y the terms of this bill, itis held that we deem 
Liese troops necessary to the prosecution of the 
war in the hot, unhealthy regions in which it may 
ve carried on during the coming summer. It is 
admitted on all hands that it is necessary in some 
way to detach the slaves from the service of their 
rebel masters. Gentlemen on the other side ad- 
mit that under the stern exigencies of war we 


ay us | 
i 
\ i 
ay x l 
3 ‘ ve hi 1 « l 
’ : We ) 
i W \ » | W na ¢ 
t ny \ \ i raise 
mou N ie e mel 
emete ! es 1 we may require 
{ r aa ] lan ff New Y< rk 
Vir. Diven] agrees himasoldie Shar 
‘ ] V 1 ex ire, Vat ‘ | mo o 
the ** in-scorched pa yt Sw mt 
heated run,’ { \ itt I 
of preferment a vy % 1 mat 
Lhe { | Ir. Denn] wor 
rec en 1 a ra I yn) Ol 
ana Hl i ) i wead so 
lit ( \ t a, t tL not have him 
in 4 ne regime | t work contem- 
| u S we d el ly, Sir, good 
hier yaid hat has proved 
“i Vy yur so many hot! 
contes lields: we want t f streneth, courage, 
and endurance, men f ft manhood, well armed 
und « nized, stim 1 by ic high aspiration 
of freedom ) posses d enjoy, freedom to con- 
te i qu I ‘ inate and favored 
white, for the honors of the yody fleld, for the 
rizes of heroic Ont this will be needed to 
tble the black to k ypace with the heroic am- 
yitious soldiers of tl i 
We are assured by vho speak as by au 
thority that the negro ise, degri d,and cow- 
ardly, wi hout as] t | incapable of disse 
plineand military training. If this be in any degree 
true, if behnoo Ss us W ¢ for service from 
them toask by what) can we convertsuel 
uppromising m { e use weask? Surely, 
o work this mirac you W iol commence by 
placing the hateful d tr nig ey his hat- 
band; tle the 1 ' hand f h es endeavor vy 
denying hism yaar oble effort | 
shutting out every chance of preferment, thus 
ki rom his On wk the marshal’s 
baton’? which b coned Nanol mn’s heroes over 
the blo my he of Euro Cas uUiLCOMMON Sense 
and equity y enactments chatming him to his 


lowly fle ld of danger ar d ce ith: even de ny him 


the hope of a home for his old ave on the land 
whi is reclaimed from nature by the swea 
of hi row, and won back to our possession by 
the red blood of his heart; holding him as an alien 
and an out tin his native land. Having done 
3, | nn 1t place an ¢ lveless swo di his har 
c 1 to zou » the | field and el 
Ce lity h Vi 9 d irge to his ra : 
lniertori y any shortcomings which may be de- 
tected, 


The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wanps- 


WORTH] was quick to detect the position in which 


miaced ourselves, and lashed us for dodging the 





logical conclusions of our own measures, and held 
tha could y ask the black to breast the 
hell rm of ir Will us, Whilst we rink ft } 
the odium of sharing th mmon danger witht 
“nigger.” ‘Tot is, genliemen, I Wil iy that I 
acknowledge th il deduction of our acts; 
and should in store for our humiliation t 
Some one of th saesnoised race » rising a ove and 
supertor to thre wful d Dilities of his race, 


plant that starry banner over the captured capita 


of rebellion, Iw il hold himin higher honor than 





any general who, | iving had the opportunl 
And further, that l shall 
and do hold the poorest black man who sheds 


B.28 ¢ 
failed in the 


his blood in our country’s battle, as more my 


brother than the highest and haughtiest aristocrat 


who plots this nation’s humiliation by intrigues 
for truce or peace with armed traitors, or who 
seeks its destruction by aid and comfort to the 
rebel, ; 

Mr. MALLORY. I do not desire to say any- 
thing in reference to what has been said by tl 
ventieman from Pennsylvania; but l interrupt him 
in order to inquire of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Strevens,] or, if he is not pres- 
ent, of any gentleman having the information, 
whether it is proposed to press this question toa 
vote to-day ? 


Mr.COxX. | spoke to the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
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\l s,a short time si 


Vir. HUPCHINS., Iso understood him tosay 
Mr. BINGHAM. It was distinetly stated y 


y that { re Was ho agreementlupon hat suo 


Mr. LOVEJOY. The chairman of the C 
mittee of Ways and Means distinctly stated yes 


ly 


thatil heecould vet ef 


+9 
Vil US qui stion upon thi u ect to-day, he would 
do so. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I understood the chairmar 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to state 


this morning, and not an hour ago, ithe would 
ress this question to a vote to-day. He may ub 
sequently have arrived at lifferent eo: n; 
tw Vv inion from what he 1. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. The gentiema 
from Pennsylvania, I understand, ha eft the 
Flall wit! tie purpose of ailowing this ais S10! 


» go on through the day, with the expectation 
iat there would be a vote taken early on Monday 
morning. 

Myr. DAVIS. No ioyal s vlchier of this R publ 
lie will see cause for b iving his country, be 


cause the treed man of the South shares his dan 


rer nurseshim inh ssickness, be i" rin vounded 
trom the fi ld, or stands th a ly picket-euard 
forhim. Nobrave man,in thera rot musketry 
and the roar of great guns, will >to mark the 
color of the brave fellow who trer rfor ste 
by h de as they press onward to f dead 
reach. ‘The bond of a common « t and 
of acommon danger would | V, 
you can mountthatrampart before lean, t one 
is yours; if fortune favors you to rike down 
it ret | le der or to ) uy! tia ‘ , Une 
noner is yours; if you cant ch f] Lure 
ray of Secession bHelore me, itis yo ‘ ry, 
the hon r,and the reward * Whatwihit \ i 
might blush to wear the st is won UV ‘ ! 
conduct of that comrade? l know whereof | 
ik, that this prejudice against thet is not 
insurmountable, save in the un of tl who 
foster the ft ing for ¢ | urposes Ino Navy 
five thousand sailors are s tle i among Ww 
men, and no evil cons querer follow. Lh t the 


rentlemen of the border States may know 


slave better than I do, | freely admit; but, in my 


Simpie expertences OT tite, 


ve, perhap read 
some pages ¢ f African ch racter which 18 strat 

tothem. On board a New England whale ship 
Lh 


ive seen the African in command of white men; 
' + 


for som \ rs Iw ; under command of a 
black officer, and it was admitt dby allon boat 
the good ship Chelsea, of New Loudon, that of 


officers of equal rank, Harry Hinton was the 
: 


iest side by cl 


a 
i 
' 
a y 


ivest and through enes 


of deadly pe |, we passed t rether: and though 
the faces of some white men became whiter, at } 


then teeth chattered in the dan Py Hi uryit ver 


blenched. He, it least, w hota cow gd; nor 
do Il for an instant think that gentlemen are tn 
irnest when they assert the owardice of the 


race, If the black be coward vy, Wheretore the 


crue 1 cle ith penalty to ruard wid pr tect th W iit 


man from the ow of the black; and thought 

lave knows that life is the cost of the act, how 
often, in the seclu ion of the plantation, tsolated 
from all sympathy, no witness who can testify 


to the provocation, no eye to witness the hero! sth, 


with nothing but thelr own mantle d to support 


them, how often has the pr yo slave returned blow 
! rblow, and died isserting his claim toma hood. 
NY . 

WO, Sir, although we may so tht Kk, Southery gen- 
tlemen know the ick is no coward. That the 
black has hones and aspirations be ye ndthe sphere 


in which he moves, is evinced in the laws forbid 
ding his education, and the regulations which 
limit social Intercourse or other means of devel 
opment. 


The gentleman from New York [Mr. Divi 


says if you p! ice the shoulder strap on the n 

rro, be right sure he \ ie l roud of t as 
any other m Dn, and mes r a W office nis 
equalin rank, at headquarters, ™ d exper bye 
treated as an equal, and would ex el the re ‘ 

accorded to the insignia with which he wa eco 
rated. Well, sir, this simply indicates that he has 
the material of which a soldier may be made, a 
rroper self-re nect, the feelings ofa man, and | ( 


assertion of his office. 
[he black soldiers of which we would make this 
army may furnish the materia! for a captain, a 
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avhap a general, set your standard 
h; bat when the man wins his promo- 


tion. for justice sake give him command, atleast, 


of his own color. Lam not so insane as to sup- 
pose that a commande r-in-chief could spring from 
tl people, for such can only come through West 
Point; but if, in God’s providence, it should be 
ordered that a regiment, brigade, army, or the na- 
tion isto be saved by a black man, shall we refuse 


the salvation? When a Saviour is looked for, the 


eyes of men 


the princely tribe of Levi, whilst the redemption i 


cometh of lowly Nazareth, and is even found in 
the manger, not unlikely the son of some * greasy | 
mec hanic,’’ (as carpenters are termed by the lordly 
rebel,) himself littl better thana poor Nazarene, 
nu ** mud-sill of society.’’ 

This people have sought in the high places, | 
among the chief priests and the Pharisees and 
among the mighty men of war in our Israel, in 
the captains trained in the schools, and the sol- 
diers of other wars, and yet our salvation is not. 
We have by turns tried all bloods and nationali- 
ties, the Seottish Mac’s, the Irish O’s, the Ger- 


man Van’s and Von’s. We have come down to 
French princes of blood royal, and nobility of all 
classes. And where stands the brave, patient, he- 


roic army of the Potomac, which they have suc- 
cessively tinkered at, twice recruited, thrice deci- 
mated by battle and disease, not impatient or dis- 
couraged, never defeated, yet not a clear decisive 
victory to inscribe on their banners? 

We have tried all kinds and qualities of men; 
all statures, complexions, and casts of counte- 
nance Thus far in the contest, the Roman nose | 
has not proved superiority for command over the” 
pug. Gray hairs or black wigs are not ahead of 
the golden auburn; and yet we grope for the leader 
and stand confounded befere the forces of rebel- | 
lion. Are our resources exhausted? Do dark 
clouds of doubt and uncertainty blind the pros- | 


arnest and patriotic gentleman from Pennsyl- 

ania, [Mr. Wriecut,] “that, perhaps, to-mor- 
row’s sun may see us without a Government,”’ 
cai find no echo in the soul of him who fairly com- 
prehends the issues involved in this contest, the 
spirit of our institutions, and the character of the 
American people. I never permit the question of | 
the future existence of our Government to occupy | 


| 
public? By no means. The wailing ery of the 
t 
\ 


my thoughts to the exclusion of practical ques- || 


tions more nearly affecting our immediate life- | 
tit 

‘The existence of our Government and that of 
the American people are synonyms in my vocab- 
ulary; and that people are so young, vigorous, 


and replete with all that makes a great national 
existence, that IT cannot take time to feel its pulse 
and speculate upon little chills and flushes and 
the trifling ailments of youth: mere * growing 
| 


aii 
Mths. 
. 


As to our country’s future, let us never be down- | 


cast or hopeless; that future is assured, the Gov- || 


ernment is of the people, and the people will take 
right good care that no serious damage come to 
it or them through the folly. or weakness of their 
agents, representative or executive. With such 
a country as the Good Father has given as an in- 
heritance; with a people such as He has raised up 
from all the nations of the earth, and then cast in 
one mold of individual sovereignty; and a Gov- 
ernment which has grown out of the nature of that 
country and people, we need not take excess of 
trouble as to the effect of this man’s course or that | 
man’s opinion, or care what any class or party 
may choose to think, or say, or do in this contest, 
save as itaffects the cost. You may chafe that the 
President stands ever patient and forbearing in the 
war. It matters litde what the President may re- 
solve to do or leave undone, save in the increased 
cost of blood, treasure, and present human hap- 
piness. You gentlemen of the Opposition of this 
war may band and have your pretty little combi- 
nations, embracing triumphantState elections, and 
agreeing Governorsand Legislatures; youractions 
affect only the cost, not the result one whit. We 
may of right mourn the cost, but we cannot doubt 
the result, for the Army is loyal, because it is from 
the people; the Government is safe, for it is of the 
people; and the nation and Union is assured, for 
the people cannot die. Although in the sad, mad 
exigency of the times, the Constitution may be 
rentand trodden under foot, the Government may 





| ent a point of inquiry. 


Are we for a moment to despair of the Re- |} 


| of the war, such development of resources, such | 
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! 
be scattered tothe four winds, ourarchives burned, 


and all machinery of Government, legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial destroyed, our armies ex- 


all these grow still live, and in town meeting will 
reorganize and revivify all that may be lost. 

In this asserted faith as to the result, all my care 
has been and shall be given to such measures as 
may give us permanent peace and security at the 


| leAst eost in the precious lives and happiness of 
seek in the royal house of Judah, er || i 


our people. That the cost of this war is already 
infinitely beyond what any could have anticipated, 
we must admit. 
utable to the forbearance, patience, and concilia- 
tory policy of the Administration, is not at pres- 
I am free to admit that I 
was unprepared for such ability in the conduct 


tenacity of purpose, on the side of the rebellion. 
Let us accept the lesson they have taught, and 


| follow their example in the honest, hearty pros- 
| ecution of the war, using all means, and accept- 


ing all aids and advantages to their subjection. 
Mr. Speaker, I feel that our enemies, even in 
so bad a cause, are serving in some degree to the 
future good of our nation; for in this dogged per- 
sistence and sustained courage, they are but show- 


| ing, in a feeble degree, what the American people 


is capable of, should it ever come to a life and 
death struggle for the free institutions of the fathers 


and the Government of their choice. Thus much | 


| of good may be extracted from this evil work. 








Before closing, Mr. Speaker, I wish to say that | 


it was with regret that I heard the modification of 
the original bill as proposed by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr.Srevens,] for that, character- 
istic of the gentleman himself, was frank, honest, 
and just; it offered the danger of the battle, and 
the equivalent, glory and honor, by allowing the 
negro to hold office in regiments of his own color. 
It has been deemed wise by the House to strike 
this out. Waiving my objection, I shall vote for 
the amended billin the hope thatitmay strengthen 
the Government and aid the President in the pros- 
ecution of the war; and in the faith thata sense of 


justice will induce a future Congress to remove | 
this impediment to promotion, should experience | 
demonstrate ,as it has in Braziland othercountries, | 
that the black possesses fitness and a as a | 


soldier. In this hope I shall vote for the bill, but 
protest, in the spirit of * fair play,’’ against the 
disabling clause of it. 

Mr. OLIN obtained the floor. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I ask the attention of the 
Chair to the 63d rule of the House. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

‘*No member shall speak more than once to the same 
question without leave of the House, unless he be the 
mover, proposer, or introducer of the matter pending ; in 


which case he shall be permitted to speak in reply, but not 
until every member choosing to speak shall have spoken.”’ 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Burrinton, 
in the chair.) The question has been entirely 
changed since the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Oxi] addressed the House. 

Mr. OLIN. I have not spoken on the bill at all. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The motion remains the 
same, 
on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
refer has been withdrawn. 


The motion to 


REMOVAL OF INDIAN TRIBES. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I ask unanimous consent to 
have the Senate bill No. 418 taken from the Speak- 
er’s table, and referred. 

There being no objection, an act (S. No. 418) 
for the removal of the Sisseton, Wahpaton, Me- 


dawakanton,and Wahpakoota bands of Sioux or | 


Dakota Indians, and for the disposal of their lands 
in Minnesota and Dakota, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


NEGRO SOLDIERS—-AGAIN. 


Mr. MAYNARD. lLask the gentleman from 
New York to yield to me fora moment, that I may 
offer an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. OLIN. I do not know that I have author- 
ity to do that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
inform the gentleman from Tennessee that there 
is already an amendment pending to the amend- 
ment. 


How much of this cost is attrib- | 


which is to refer the bill to the Committee | 
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Mr. WRIGHT. 


Before the gentleman from 


| New York proceeds, I should like to know whether 


| itis the purpose to take the vote on this bill to-day? 
hausted and navies lost, yet the people outof whom |! 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair wil] 


|| inform the gentleman that the vote will not be 














| 
| 


taken to-day. 
CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I ask that the 
Senate amendments to the consular bill be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

There being no objection, the Senate amend- 
ments to an act (H. R. No. 649) making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1864, were taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


PORTER COURT-MARTIAL. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 desire to introduce the 


following resolution, to which not a member, | 
think, will object: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish this 
House with a copy of the proceedings of the court-martial 
in the case of General Porter, if not inconsistent with the 
public interest. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I object to the res- 


| olution unless “ if not incompatible with the pub- 


lic interests’’ is inserted. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I will insert it, certainly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there objec- 
tion to the resolution, as amended ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the regular order 
of business. 


NEGRO SOLDIERS—AGAIN. 


Mr. OLIN. When the bill now under discus- 
sion was first introduced into the House, I took 
occasion to suggest a disposition of it- which | 
thought at that time would obviate to a great ex- 
tent the angry discussion which has followed and 
those other proceedings, which, I must be permit- 
ted to say—I hope without offense to the House— 
are, in my judgment, in the present condition of 
the country, disgraceful and humiliating to this 
House. While I say this, I do not mean to charge 
upon my Democratic friends on my left, or upon 
my Republican friends on my right, the sole re- 
sponsibility for these proceedings. It was quite 
natural, on one hand, that a measure calculated to 


| excite hostility on one side andadmirably adapted 


to be made a theme to arouse strong prejudice, 
provoking endless discussion, should meet a stern 
resistance to any attempt to force it through the 
House without debate or consideration. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Will the gentleman allow 
me to suggest that when the resistance to which 
the gentleman refers was made, there was all the 
time pending a motion, made by the gentleman 
having charge of the bill, to reconsider the vote 
ordering the main question, by which the bill 
would have been thrown open to debate and amend- 
ment? There was, therefore, no attempt by this 
side to cut off debate at all. 

Mr. OLIN. Whatever the particular motion 
then pending was, the whole proceeding in refer- 
ence to this bill was peculiarly characteristic of 
the mode in which the legislation of this House 
has been conducted. If this bill had been, as it 
ought to have been, quietly subjected to the or- 


| dinary forms of legislation, | have not the least 
| idea that it would have provoked anything like 


the ill feeling, or anything like that excitement 
and angry discussion, or anything like the disor- 
derly proceedings which have made every man 
in this House (with the exception of one or two, 
I think,) feel humbled and disgraced. 

Now, sir, this bill comes before us in that ille- 
gitimate way that measures sometimes get before 
this House, when some ambitious young gentle- 
man gets up and forces upon us the adoption or 


| rejection of resolutions without the opportunity of 


debate or consideration, without any apparent 
reason or legitimate purpose to be wee og 
except to see his name appear in the Globe. If 
this question had been referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, there would have been, | 
trust, a careful examination of the existing law 
upon the subject, with a view of ascertaining what 
defects it was desired to remedy, or what new 
provisions it was wise or politic to enact. But 
this House has ordered otherwise, and I take this 
occasion to assert, after a careful examination of 
the existing law in reference to the subjectof this 


